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Schools urged to boost scores

By MAnlx CUFBTNEY
HTArY WEITIR

No Clarenceville achool
recelved the bighest accredltation
rating last wook from the Michi-

D of Educath

H CLARENCEVILLE

“It'a got to bo done; thers's no
g anda or buts Abaut ll," eald

Moztly becauss of test scorcs,
the stato gave schoola in the
Clarenceville School District a
rating that's midway between
schools at the top (summary) and
schoals st the bottom (unac-
credited). All local schools met
somo but not all of tho atate’s
standarda,

Local schools joined the bulk of
atate schools, about 3,000, which
eamed interim sccreditation, It's
their task in the year ahead to
boast their Michigan Education
Aszessment  Program  (MEAP)
scores high enough to climb into
the top category.

Alle § Da-
vid Kamlah,

No local school muffered the ig-
nominy of helng among tho 89
schools statewide which wound
up unaccreditated, at tho bottom
of the list. Thess 89 schoola face a
b porcent loas of atate aid if they
don't improve.

But no loca) school geta to bask
In the limelight which comes from
being listed among Michigan's
top-rankod achoots in the firat list
over published.

Accreditatlon for all Michigan
public echools is one of the many

scn@@‘s from page 1A

dates the atats has decreed to
boost the quality of education in
the stato,

Accreditation Is based chiofly
on scores camed on the MEAR
math, eclence and reading testa,
But it elso includes compliance
with numerous dictates from the
etate. These fnclude annual per-
formance reports (o parents,
school improvement plans and
mission stalementa.

To earn the top ranking, 66 por-
cent of students in the school
must pasa the MEAP exams inell
nubjecu in at leaat two of the lant
threo ye:

In :clun; interim  accredita-
tion, the 90 percent of schools ei-
ther met or exceeded the GG per-
cent standard on eomo of the
MEAP testa and fell below lhut
lovel on others.

acvording to a spokeswoman in
the state assessment office.

nghmendow Common Cam-
pus’ MEAP scores wers well
above the 66-percent standard.

Highmeadow wns aclected as a
national exemplary blue ribbon

B ‘t think it was a won-
derful roafflrmaticn
for tho staff and the
parents who work so
hard thero.’

Arlene Johnson
Hillside parent

achool last year. Principal Jan
Colliton was more excited about
the previous year's bonor than the
recent atate accolade.

“This accreditation ia pretty
much based on test acares,” Colli-
ton said “A school ia much mare
than test scores.

*, . .1t doesn't show the prog-

ress all -chooh have made. That
concerna me."

Calliton and other achool offi-
ciala sald they would like to see n.
mare comprehensive offart, simi-

far to the North Contral Accredi-
tation process. NCA involves vis.
ita during the school yeer,

“I'hls is wore a poncil and pa.
per proceas,” Colliton said.

CARRIER OF THE MONTH: FARMINGTON

Scott, 14, delivers the Observer
In Farmington Hilis. He has been
delivesing tho Observer since May,
1991,

‘Tho East Middle School eighth
grader's favorite subject Is scl-
ence. His hobbles are hockey and
track. Scott plans to go to college.

The abliity to cam money and
dea! with peoplo are some of the
things ho has leamed on his route.
1t has tought him responsibility.

Scott Is the son of Greg ond
Judy Cichesz,

It you want to bo a Farmliagton
Obzerver carmier, plonse call
5910800

Scott Cichosoz

{amily affalz, 0o we
and wbulefni}ywuhmﬂu-mdud

ome people think bisth it a weoun's
concern, [ is, of conrse, but ivs also

much more.
At St Mary H we think Itea

it exsler for the father - -
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