Monday, May 1,

1995 O&E

Ciassificatlons 500 to 500

{OHD

@bserver,

TTEVASTINED

FEecenttic

ASVIRVIATHG

Ford sees
big future
for Contour,
Mystique
‘world cars’

BODEGA BAY. Calif.-Eight
yeara in the making. the 1095 Ford
Contour and Mercury Mystique
may do for Ford Motor Ca. what the
LIN triplets did for Chrysler Corp.
two short years ago-cnsure the
company’s visbility and success in
the 21t century and beyend.

These fresh products are the
derivative of the succcssful
European Ford Mondeo and are
part of Ford's strategy to build a
“world car"one marketed and sold
in 59 countries.

Since its introduction in March
19893, mare than 500,000 orders
have been received for the Mondeo
in Europe. The Europuean-built
Monden has a customer aatiafac-
tion rating of nearly 90 percent and
has teceived 19 awards, including
1694 Eutupean Car of the Year

Road Test
By Anne
Fracassa

Division. Their houschold incomea
are between $32,000 and $55,000,
with half women and 60 percent
coltege graduntes, according to
company reseorch.

“The Contour will appeal to the
young professionnl, young couples
and start-up families,” soid
Roberta. “We'll be competing direct-
Iy againat the Pontise Grand Am
and Dodge Stratus.”

and tranamiasions, dual air bage,

all-apeed teaction control and safo-

ty fentures thut meet 1998 Federal

safety standards™
Job One for the vehicles wis

July 19; the public introduction of

the cors was Sept. 29, Ford projects

aales of 80,000 Mystiques and

180,000 Contours in calendar 1995,
This ia the first time Ford has
attempted worldwige integration of

both modals, including an all-alu.
minum 2.6-litor 24-valvo dusl over-
head cam Duratec V8 that pro-
duces 170 horsepawor. Ford offi-
cials eald thls ongine is the smali-
est and lightest V@ in the world

With its platinum-tipped apork
plugs, the ongino can travel
100,000 miles beforo its firat tune-

up.

“Thin Is tho first time a low.
malntonsnce ongine has boon
offered in this segmant and price
range.” said Will Beddio, diroctor of
smal) and midsizo car platforms at
Ford. “It's got the best racing tech-
nology and it’s tho first volumo
ongine to bo produced with the
Coswarth canting proceas.”

The standard engine on both
modola is a 2.0-liter 16.valvo dual
ovorhesd cam in-lino four cylinder
Zotec engino that provides 126
horsepower.

Dotk engines can be mated to a
G-xpeed manual or an clectrunically
controlled 4-apeed automatic
transaxle.

Safety features on both vehicles
include dunl air bags, 8 Quadralink
indepondent rear suapension, illu-
minated switchea and door han.
dles, optiona! four-wheel disc anti-
lock brakes and all-apeed traction
contral.

Also standard on both models is
n threo-stago passenger-compart-
ment MicronAir Filtration System
that filters out and traps dust and
pollen particles as amall os three
microns=1/20th the size of a
human hair. The system will be
eapecinlly appealing to asthma and
hayfover sufferera. It previously
was only availablo in the luxury-
car segment.

Both the Myatique and Contaur
have cassotte/CS storage bina in
the full center console, a hock on
the glove box for hanging a purse
or litter bag and s §0/40 split fold-
dawn, rear seat that foaturcs

will carry us long into the millenl-
un”

If you'l like to ace a purticu-
Jar model teated or if you have
a cur question, send Anne
Fracossa a message at AVAN. - |
T11064, Avanti’s Americo
Online mailbox. Or comment
through the Internet at AVAN. .
TI1054 Gtanl.com. .

Anne Brings
Experience to
The Observer
& Eccentric

Anno Frocassg, whose column
began lost week In tho Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, hos worked
reporter and sonior editor for
Michigan newspapers sinee 1981,

tler syndlcated auto column i
P hed regularly by
and magazines o Michigan,
Albama, Alaska, Arizona, Missouri,
Montana, Now Hompshire, Nevada,
Now dJarsey, New York, North,
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Toxus, Utah,
Virginia, Washington, D.C,
Washington stato and in Canada.

Fracassa's auto reports have been
carried by United Press
Internatlonal, the Gansott Nows
Service ond Avansi NewsFeature
wire services? by leading trade mag-
axinen like Automotivo Exceutive
and by newspopers us large as New
York Newaday. licforo jolning the
O&E, she was writing “Second
Glunce” auto road test reports for
Tho Detrolt News.

She also has done automotive
commentaries for several radio sa-
tiona through UPE Chicago,

Fracassa, who is murried wlth two
children and 8 dog, hes two bache-
lor's dogrees from Wayne State: One
in journatism and onother In history,
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