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1y BiLt, COUTANT
TAFY WIITER
orry Sever is a banebali
fun and a rennissance

E man. Sever, who runs a

printing busincea in Farming-
ton, serves oa u city councilman
in Farmington Hills and coach.
es youth baseball, has added
inventing to his repertoire,

Sever is botting a thousand
so far with an invention that
ahould help developing baseball
and softball playera with hit-
ting. Ho has o patent pending,
and somo enthusinstic users of
his Batter's Bucket, a bucket
containing o tubing that con
adjust to varioua heights and
accommodate practice and veg-
ular baseballs to allow hitters
to improve their hand-cye coor-
dination and timing when they
utep to the plate,

And the Bucket, which in
disassembicd into o plastic
bucket woeighing sbout 12
pounds, ean be carried and
costs $49.99.

“For 10 yoars I've beon
coaching and traveling with
teams and kids,” said Sever, o
former Onklnnd Community
College shortatop in his playing
days. “] started working on this
about two yeara ago.”

With his 13-year-old gon
Aonron demonstrating, Sever
showa how the Bucket ean be
set ot o high elevation to re-
1easo the ball and allow tho hit-
ter a whopping seven-tenths of
a second to sec and hit the ball.
Set it low nnd use the covered
aleove that doesn’t allow the
hitter to anticipate the ball,
and you're giving thoe hitter less
than a third of & sccond (.3) to
gee a pitch — okin to a Roger
Clemens fastbat.

The advantage for hitters is
that they ean practice, using a
Whifflo ball or foam ball, in o
basement, garago or anywhero

Sever takes
swing in hope
Bucket scores

else, without worry of breaking

That gives them a year-
round way to improve hitting
skills, Jt can bo used with two
people, one rolling the balls
down the chute, or with one, by
using the eircular chute.

“Usually at e practice, bat-
ting practico comes ot
Sever snid, “You get maybo 30
pitchen, of which half are
strikes. If you hit half of the
otrikes that's about eight hits,”

Sevcr has advertised the
Bucket on ESPN. But his best
markoting success so far has
como from other conches and
teams, including teamn in On-
tario and Hlinein.

“Thoy get te sco it work,
which is hard to seo on a 30-
second commercinl,” ho said.

Sover's son Aaron, who an-
pires to catch and pitch, has im-
proved his atroke and now plays
on tho traveling team for South
Farmington and Livonia.
Daughter Jeanifer, who attends
Central Michigan University,
also improved her skills.

“But 1 think my daughter
Melizsa (17) is most responsibln
for its success,” he said. “She
cncouraged me to market this
after I had been ploying with
the concopt for about two
yenrs.” Sover is trying to con-
vince n sporting goods company
to sell the Bucket. He ordera
materinls and then makes
them 100 at a timo, With buse-
ball season coming on, that
mny mean more sales.

“I oxpect to get my invest.
ment back within the next
three yenrs,” he soid. “But i |
can get someone to ecll it, like a
large sporting goods chain, they
could probably sell it for leas.
And that would mean not only
that teams could afford to have
one, but any kid who wanted
ono could afford to buy ono.”
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Inventlve Dad: Above, Aaron Scver takes his
cuts as father Terry Sever, who invented
the device, feeds in the balls. At left, extra
tubes slow down the ball, allowing a batter
to put in his own baseballs.

By the numbers — 6,000

ix thousand iz u Jucky number for John

Curd and the Farmington aren's 50th

Anniversary of World War If Commem-
orative Committee, |

The Farmington group is the 6,000th WWIL

i i blished across
the nation, it was announced recently by the
United States Army Reserve,

“[¢’s quite an honor for the community,”
said Curd, a retired Realtor and Navy veteran
who goes by the nome “Uncle Jack.”

The commemorative committee, choired by
Glenn R. Fackler of Farmington Hills, donates
and raiscs American flags and puts on pro-
grams to help the community remember the
60th anniversary of the war,

“Many historiana have referred to World
War II aa the central event of tho 20th centu-
ry,” soid Master Sgt. Richard Jung in 8 letter
announcing the 8,000th status for Farmi

i) FARMINGTON FOCUS

abou! preventable injurics,

Kids of nll ages will be able to 5it on a fire
engine or ambulance while asking questions
of the firefighters. Scveral presentations, fea-
turing Herbie the Fire Hydrant and Sparky
the Fire Dog, will be made in the store am-
phitheater

There will be free prizes for the kids and
family checklists and brochures for adults.

The world's at stake

t's on to tho the world finals in Knoxville,
I Tenn. for the Odyssey of the Mind team

from St. Fabian School in Farmington
Hills. But first tho grade-schoolers have to
raise some moncey for expenscs,

One fund-raiser for St. Fabian will be an

nerobic workout by Fitness Factory instructor
Sylvia Kambauris at 6 p.m., Friday, May 5, at

~Perhaps, even more importantly, the 60th
anniversary offers Americans an opportunity
to say, “A greatful nation remembera.” "

A commemorative flag and official cortifl-
cate of designation s the 6,000th committee
will be made by Jung at a USQ-type party
5:30-9 p.m, Friday, Moy 18, at the Farming-
ton Hilla Activity Center, 28600 11 Mile Road,
1 Inkater and Middlcbel

The party is open to tho community — es
pecially veterans of the Korean and Vietnam
conflicts. Tickets, at $10 per person, include
live entertainment and hors d'ocuvres, For
mare information, call Curd at 478-4694.

Any .Ieegs out there?
peaking of World War I, the people
s who are organizing the annual Farm-
ington Memorial Doy Parade say they
need war-era Jeeps and command cars to use
in the Moy 29 parade. X
This year's parado will bo dedicated to
World War Il veterans whao will be n'din§ in
the vintage vehicles. Anyone who can help
with the project should call Ken Murray at
478-0170.

1i's Safe Kids Day
ational Safo Kids Doy will be observed
N from 11 n.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, May 6,
at Borders Books and Music, 30985 Or-
chard Lake Road, Farmington Hills, south of
14 Milo Rood. .
Tho Farmington Hills Firo Dopartment will
visit Bordars to focus community attention on
childhood injusy provention issucs. Safo Kids

Week, May 6-12, is a nationwide effort to edu-
cato parents and children eges 14 and under

tho Piemontese Club, 389500 W, Nine Mile
Road, between Halsted and Hoggerty. Mini-
mum donation is $5 per person.

The St. Fabian team advanced to the world
finnls by winning the state ck ionship in
Division I at the Odyssey of the Mind compe-
tition April 8 at Central Michignn University.

Recycle phone books
ang on to thoso old telephone directo-
H ries. They can be recycled at Target,
30020 Grand River, Farmington Hills,
throughout tho month of Mui!.
will be oceepted in the store lol

Phono books
a week from 8 a.m. to 10 pm.

bby seven days

Memory Lane

From the Moy 5, 1955 cdition of the Farming-
ton Enterprisc:
® Electronically timed spoed cheeks wero set up
on Orchard Lake Road by the Farmington police.
& Ploasant wonther over tho weekend brought
out sightacors and picnicers — and kept the lo-
cal police busy with trafMic problems and acel-

enta,
#1 The Farmington Township health officer be-
gan pi dings to have an abandoned houso at
St. Francis and Byron streets removed as a
health menace.
& Short item: A man ia rich according to what
he can do without, not according to what ho has”

Items'for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
the Farmington Qbserver, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington 48335, faxed to 477-9722, or
dropped off at the newspaper office. For the com-
pater literate, the Internet B-mail address is:
packyoeonline.com.

CELLULAR & ELECTRONICS

GLASS

3% Hendheld Cellular Phong

/Charging Cord e

Your Glass Store. And More!
Callviar Phones » Car Awdio o Vehide Security
Suwrooks ¢ Radar Detectors
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