20A(F)

Farmington Dbserver

OPINION

33411 Granp River, FARMINGTON, MI 48335

THURSDAY, MaY 11, 1995
TR DI

Bits 'n’ pieces
On money, Indians and more

dds and vads, bits and pieces of life in
the Farmington arva. On this Thurs.

@ day we have a little bit to say about

several things.
onder why some people don't love —
W or even respect — their govern.
ment? Well, reread the top story in
Monday's Farmington Observer about the
cumputer snafu that resulted in something

Like 3400.000 in traffic fines being erroneously

paid to the state, instead of the cities, because

that's where a now-defunct computer company

sent the money.

The locals are licking their wounds over
this mis-allocated dough. The state, of course,
11 licking its chopas.

“We raised the issue with the state,” said
John Donchue, city attorney for both Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills. “They said the
money's been speat. They said things like, Tt's
all the taxpayers’ money.””

That's a little like you getting a co-worker's
paycheck in addition to your own by mistake.
You spend the extra cash and say, *Oh, it's all
the employer's money.”

Oh well. guess the lesson here is: He (or
<het who governs nearest the people governs
tv-st. Except, we're wondering who in Farm-
ington, Farmington Hills or the 47th Distirct
Court hired that bungling computer firm in
the first place.

Anybody want to talk about that? Dida't
think so.

ome politically correct Farmington-
s area folks (you know who you are) are

on the warpath over sports teams thot
have — oh, perish the thought! — Indian nick-
names.

They said so at a multi<ulturaV/multi-racial
fiurum on Indian stereotypes Tuesday moming
in Farmi The two American Indians who
spoke at the ferum seemed 1o agree with these
misguided sentiments.

Oh, people, please stop slicing the baloney
thicker than nnybody can swallow, This politi-
cally correet business is dawnright dumb and
getting dumber. PC reaches the absolute nadir
of nonscase when it preaches that sports teams
<hould not be named after Indians.

It's been explained before, but we'll go over it
again, hopefully in a way that even the most pro-
gressive professor of pelitically earreet specch at
Pointyhend U. will be eble to understand.

OK, pay nttention. Here's how it is: We nnme
our sports teams after people and things that
we respect acd revere and are comforteble with.

Thus we don't have the Cleveland Crack
Heads, the Washington Welfare Cheats or the
Atlanta Alkies. Why? Because we don't re-
sp(-d. and revere dope addicts, crooks and

We re happy with our Cleveland Indians,
Washington Redskins and Atlanta Braves. In-
dmm,uﬂnrnll.man unpomnz pnnnfm.u-

being brave, daring and resounx"ul. 'l'hcy
were battlers and survivors like we'd want
our sparts heroes to be, just likn we ourzelves
want to be.

And that’s the way it is, honest Injun!
Numing a team for Indinns shows respect for
them. Ah, do we sce the light of understand-
ing begianing to shine in certain Farmington-
arca eyes? We hope so.

il di why the P
Obunnwuldntcndaruthepla.u for
direct election of a Fi Hills

mayor last November? Hills residents should
cheek their mailboxes just sbout any day and
they'll know.

Sure, voters passed the proposal. Now the
Hills mayor, to be vlected by the people for the
first time this Nov. 7, is an office of its own,
separate from the council. Now the Hills may-
or is a big, big dval. It be a power huse and a
springboard to Lansing, perhups?

Now, even though the filing deadline is just
a speck on the horizon (Aug. 22), the muyoral
politics are getting steamy and stinky. Now
mailboxes are full of campaign throwaways,

Certain mayorat candidates (you know wha
you urel are angling and dangling for an offi-
ciat endorsement frum U.S. Rep. Joe Knollen-
bery, but we're betting old Joe gives this one o
bye. He knows an alley when he sees one.

Ah, just what Furmington Hills needs,
more politics. Muybe the city needs a new
name: Warren Hills just might fit the image.

ene we go again hair o the dog that bit
us. We just might have to stagger
through — gasp! — another Timbererest.

The Timbercrest debate, youll cemember
with distaste, raged in the Farmington Hills
City Council chambers for much of last year. A
developer wanted n cummercial and residential
project for a1 wooded area nt 12 Mite and Mid-
dlebelt. No wr aid nessrhy residents.

Well, the oper, as developers usually
do, prevailed. Nerves in this community are
still rubbed raw after the months of nerimo-
nious debate and u failed council recall effort.

Now comes another develuper who wants to
build a 41-house development in one of the
prettiest places in this or uny other suburb —
Power Road between 11 Mile and the Orchard
Ridge campus of OCC.

We ean understand why the folks who live
there are uncasy nbout the project. You stroll
this streteh of Notural Beauty Road and you
might almost think you're in the last century
with all the fine old homes in the deep woods.

Sometimes we wish the developers would
take their greenbacks and blueprints to places
like Detroit and other oldcr urb.m areas,
where devel for )is
sorely needed.

Wow, ancther Timbercrest how much can
ene poor cammunity take?

SMART move it wasn't. So Novi, the
& next city west of Farmington Hills,

was one of towns whose council voted
not to participate in o special clection to pay
for suburban bus service, known as SMART.

Now bus service has ended in that city,
which is known for its shopping malls, and
it likely stoy ended despite what happens in
the special SMART clection next month.

But a town with all those malls is bound to
have a lot of low-paying jobs ta be filled. There
are shop clerks, fast-food workers, that sort of
thing. How do a lot of those workers travel
from their humble dwellings to the south and
east to their jobs in suburbs like Novi? Right,
alot of them ride SMART buses.

A tip of the old fedora, by the way, w the
city ils of Farmi and Far
Hills. They both decided to let the voters de-
cide the bus funding issue. When in doubt, let

the people decide.
M ton arca are at half stall because of
the bombing in Oklahoma City. But

the flag in front of the Masonic Templo at
Farmington Road and Grand River soon will
be leaving its stafT altogether if somebody
doesn’t do somcthing.

0ld Glory, as scen from the Observer office
acroes Grand River, seems to be hanging on
by just a thread. The next stiff breeze could
send it flying over the rooftops.

ost Amcrican flags in the Farming-

Wo asked thia
question st (he
Farmington
Hits Senjor
Ceontor.

‘Obvlously the

‘The growth of
vast dovelop- thoclty i's
ment Intho Improved now.”
community, But Bob Easten
pecpte here Farmington
have reslly triad Hills
to sccommo-
ote l:tlﬂs.

Daa Pottsr
Hazel Park

Amﬂxtmﬂ:mmmmwmhlc dhject.

x4
""," b

‘s \b;-l!i"‘:"'

A .15‘91} 53

LETTERS

Council yes, mayor no

nfortunately, timo is not infinite. It re-
u quires choices and management. As

many of you know, I work in Lansing
as o legislative assistant to Rep. Jon Dolan as
well as being o member of Farmington Hills
City Council. Time with my family is also very
important to me.

Another very dear commitment is to the
newest commission in Farmington Hills. Ax
your mayor in 1993, 1 initiated the Commis-
sion on Children, Youth and Familes. Since
then these commissioners have opened a vol-
unteer center, sponsored family activities, con-
ducted a community youth needs

Rights Wecek,

The Onklund Press, the Detroit News und
Free Press, the Metro Times and the Re-
minder were not in attendance. The television
stationa who have broadeast the vivid storics
of victims and stated their support were not
there.

The R.cpubhc'ma and Democrats who built
their, cumpmrns on crime, were not there to
honar erime victims in Onkland County. The
voices who had uttered “how awful” or “those
poor innocent people” were nowhere to be seen.

Citizens of Onkland County are being trau-
matized by mme (.'vcry dany. Innoccnt people

and developed a Juvnnile justico grant to help
fund future pmgmmmm

Still there is much to be dqnc, a.nd I would
like to inue to bo i ing
any additional houra 1 have to the Commis-
sion on Children, Youth and Familics.

Because of these various time commit-
ments, after scrious consideration, I have de-
cided not to seck the office of mnyor. At U'nn

in our hoods, our 8, our
friends, and our family members are forced to
endure the violence of sexual assault, domes-
tic violence, homicide, drunk driving, robbery
and other violent crimes every dny.

{t's time for Oakland County to stop talking
about crime and help to do semething about it.

The individunla and ngcncicn who came in
strong support to honor erime victima in Oak-
lnnd County include: The Honorable Edward

time, I believe I ean best serve the y
in the role of council member.
This letter is to thank residenta for their
uupport in thu past and to announce I wilibe o
lection to the Farmingt
Hills Counnl in November.
Councilwoman Nancy Bates,
Farmi Hills

ick; Prosecutor Tt Oakland
County Victiin Witness Unit Coordinator Emi-
Iy Zubel; Reverend-Minister Nancy Doughty;
and representatives from Parents of Murdered
Children; Mothers Againat Drunk Driving;
HAVEN; Women's Survival Center; Trinngle
Foundation; and Common Ground's Victim
i P

Heolp the victims

| = the weJm ofl.hn Oklahoma bombing, the

X P 7 of hundreds of federal

l workers and :hxhlmn tho words, “how aw-
ful” and “those poor innocent people™ have re-

sounded from tho lips of each of us.

We have watched the horror and the mira-
cles unfold before our oyes. We have asked for
ths blood of the bombers. We havae felt a fury
of injustice,

Each of us has driven past a flag flying ot
half-staff honoring the victims who have been
murdered, the survivors whose lives have
changed forever, and the families who are
forced to carry an without their Joved ones.

As wo pass the fiags nt half-staff, we fecl
honor and reapect for the Americans who were
brutally murdered. As wo paes the flags that
fiy oblivious to our nntion's tragedy, we feel
tha indignation of disrespect.

On April 24, 1995, Common Ground held n
noon commemoration at the Gakland County
Commissioners’ Auditorjum for victims of vio-
lent crimo in honor of National Crime Victims'

In addition to saying “how awful” or “those
poor innocent people,” the next time you hear
about violent crime on the television or tho ra-
dio, also ask yournclf what you can do to help
victims of violent erime in Oakland County.

Lara Lynne MacQuarrie, victim
asaistanco coordinator,
Common Ground Crisis Center

Thanks to all

hank you to all of those who gave both
verbal and written testimony to the state
Senate Edueation Commitice May 1.
The committee members stated several
times how impresaed they were with both the
quantity and the quality of the testimony pre-
sented to them.
1 am confident that Farmington and ita -
neighboring communities mado an impact,
It is both rn honor and a plessuro to be o
public repr of the fine
of Farmington, Farmington Hills and West
Bloamfield.

David L. York, trustee,
Board of Ed i
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SuBUADAN COMMUMICATIONS CORFORATION

Pymes FOWER, CHAIRMAK OF THE BOARD

Oun Mwsicn: “Because us publish community newspapers, we think about oommunllyjnumum
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"

in o fundamentally different way than our bigger
L1co they cover,

lndqxndml from the stories and

fo be

1 in to write the unusual or

fonal and then dashing off to covar

jnumallda and as caring citizens of the communitics where we work.”

else, We "gnrd ourselves as both accurate

— Philtp Power R




