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Resident led ice cream companies, civic groups

Ermest W, Sharpe, a
prominent  Deteuit §
civic leader who
served as the top
eiecutive of many §
of Detroit’s major
milk and ice cream
companics during a ¥
five-devzde  carcer, Bl 8
died of a heart at- Sharpe
tack May 9 at St Joseph Mercy
‘!_guspiul in Ann Arbor. He was
Mr. Sharpe, & 40-year Farming:
tun.area resident, served as chicl
‘executive officer of Livonia's Wil-
son Dairy and Seattle-based dairy
food company, Arden Mayfair, in
‘the 19590s.
* He was exccutive vice president
iin charge of Borman's Wesley
\Quaker Maid Ice Cream division

from the mid-1960s through the
mid-“70s

Born in Laurcl, Miss,, in 1920,
Mr. Sharpe and hls mother wers
topoverished when his father
died during the carly years of the
Depression. As a young boy then,
he took odd jobs to help his wid-
owed mother, who earned about a
dollar a day taking in scamstress
wotk from neighbors.

An outstanding  high achool
athlete as a football halfback and
track-and-field star, he was re-
cruited by Georgia Tech, but left
school before he ever played to
join the service at the outset of
World War 11

Mr. Sharpe served as an side to
Gen. Gearge S. Patton in North
Africa and Europe before request-
ing transfer tu combat duty where

he carned soven battlo stara and a
Purplo Heart.

He was one of the first para-
troopers to be dropped behind en-
eroy lines in the invesion of Nor-
mandy in 1944, and was in the
first contingent of U.S. troops
that libersted 1

Olympics, which had been sus-
pended during the war, in Sep.
tember 1945 at Bad Tolz, Germa-
ny.

1t pitted the best athietes from
the U.S. French and British
troops. Mr. Sharpe took eight

k-and-fleld s, Includi

cam
prisoners at Dachau in southern
Germany in 1945.

“He took great pride in the fact
that he was part of Patton's 3rd
Army and the push across Eu-
rope,” said & san, Richand Sharpe
of Farmington Hllls. “He hed
been a clerk, but tranaferred to
combat duty. He said, ‘I didn’t
come all this way to push paper
across adesk.'™

Four months after the Nazis
formally surrendered, the Allies
staged their own version of the

gold medals in the high jump end
100 and 400-yard dashes.

During the first two decades of
his busincss career, Mr. Sharpe
roso to general mansger of Kraft
Foods' Sealteat Division in Mich-
Igan. In the late 1970s, ho served
as a ypecial conaultant to Baskin-
Robbins, turnlng around the
foundering operationn of the Brit-
ish company's US. lco cream
planta.

Mr. Sharpe devoted the lest

American Legion, auxiliary volunteers plan Poppy Days

The American Legion and ausi-
‘liary volunteers will distribute
the familiar red, handcrafted pop-
pies honoring America’s war dead
on May 18-20, designated as Pop-

py Days.

These days are planned to coin.
cide with Memorial Day, the an-
nual cvent to pay tribute to those
veterans who have died in the last
75 yeara.

It also honors the millions of
Americans who have willingly

served their country in seven dec
ades.

Each nine-piece poppy is made
by veterans for veterans in auxili.
ary-aponsored Poppy Shops that
supplement physical and psycho-
logical therapy needed by hoapi.
talized and disabled veterans,
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The suxiliary provides the ma-
terials and the volunteers, The
veteran makes the poppy and s
paid a small smount for each
Nower. For some, it is their only
income.

No matter what the cost of
maintaining snd supplying the
poppy shops, the memorial poppy
is never sold, but given in ex-
change for a contribution.

The poppy program has been
part of auzilisry programming for
more than 70 years. It bas been
estimated that approzimately 25
million Americans wear the pop-
py to honor America’s war dead

sevoral yoars of his career through
the early 1090s to ecatablishing
back pain clinica throughout the
United States as chairman end
CEO of the McKenzle Inatitute of
New Zealand.

Active In civic and local food
industry affalrs throughout his
career, Mr. Sharpe waa vico chals.
man of the Greater Detrolt Cham-
ber of Commerce and preaident-
clect of the Ratary Club of Detroit
in the late 1970s when bo was

Council and a directar of the
Metro Boys Club and tha Michl-
gen Dalry Poods Associstion. Hs
was & member of the Moalem
Shrine and for 31 years the Rota-
ry Club of Detrolt.

Ho et his wife, the former
Florence Sharman, in Chicago be-
fore tho war. Thoy wero marsied
in 1847,

Sharps [s survived by hls wife;
son, Richard; daughters, Janet
Sharpe and Pamela Smith and
five ek ild,

struck by Guillsin-B: syn-
drome, an oxtremely rare nervous
systems discass that yxed
him for a year and & half. He
mads an almost complete recov-

Mr. Sharpe also was president
of the Chamber's Food Industry

Arrangements were mads at
Thayee-Rock Funeral Home,
Farmington. A funeral Mass was
Moy 12 at Qur Lady of Borrows
Church. Burial was in Lake Gene-
va, Wis., It a church cemetory on
a farm once ownoed by his In-lawa,

OBITUARIES

RICHARD D, CERVANTEZ
Mz, Cervantez, 82, dled of cancer
May 9 in Troy.

Born in Mexico, he reslded in
Titusville, Fla. Mr. Corvantez was
a chef for 15 years at Bloomfield
Hills Country Club. He also
warked for several Detrolt restau-
rants including CHff Bells and
Little Harry's.

He was married to Beatrico
{Sommers) Cervantez, who died
in 1986,

Survivors include daughters,
Diane Jakublak of Troy and Tere.
e Thompson of Farmington
Hills; six :,nm!c‘hlldnn and seven

and all vendors ib more
than $2 million for rehabilitath

* The funoral service was May 11

and welfare programs.
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& PICNIC SERWICE
Any Area, Any Time
Any Place, Any Size

Cooked Fresh at Your Site

Siabs of RIbs & B.B.Q. Chickens

Avallable For PIck-Up.
(A Division of Catering by Sayers)

Over 25 Years Serving Metro Detroit

three concttons:
capeuitls, rotator Cuff taar and caicific ndinde of the supraspineta

25413 Five Mile Rd.
Redford, MI. 48239

at AJ. D d & Sona Funcral
Home, Troy. Burlal was in Troy'’s
Whits Chapel Cemetery. Memori-
al tributes may be made to Hos-
plee of Southeast Michigan or the
Michigan Cancer Foundatlon.

JOHN CHARLES DAVISON
Mr. Davison, 83, died of renal
failure May 10 ot Whitehall Con-
valescent Homo In Novi, Mr. Dav-
ison had lived in Farmington for
25 years.

He was an auditor for Detroit
Edison for 28 years and rotired in
1962. Ho graduated from Visita.
tion High School and University
of Detroit, ,

Ho was a former member of Our
Lady of Sarrows Catholic Church.
He was preceded in desth by his
wife Clara.

Survivars include one son, John
R. of South Lyon, and two grand-
children.

A gravesido sorvico was May 12
st Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in
Southfield. Memarinls can be
made to Kenny Rehab, 2840
Crooks Road, Suits 100, Roches-
ter Hllla 48309,
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Alternative Living Services
invites you to visit

# Hamilton House of Farmington Hills,

Y one of our newest assisted
living residences.

Join us for tours, entertainment
and refreshments

May 19, 3-6 p.m,,

Farmington Hills.

(810) 489-9362.
‘alet Parking io aeailable,

HOUSE

D:ake Road,

calling Molly

Nationwide offers
a foundation of
protection.
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