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10,000 students expected at WSU’s new Hills location

BY Bt CouTanTt
HYary WwrTsa

1f you build it, they will come.

Dean Robert Carter of Wayne
State University's College of Life-
long Leaming said that the ual.
versity, long s part of Detroit's ed-
ucstional establishment, must
continue to reach out to outlying
areas, like Farmington Hills and
the rest of Oakland County.

To that end, WSU's Oakland
Center, now under coastruction
on 12 Mile Road, will open to an
cstimated 10,000 Wayne atu-
dents, both graduate and undes-
graduate.

Carter said the center will be
one of three regionsl ceoters
planned by the university to ro-
place smallec centers. The Oak-
land Center replaces locations in
Birmingham and Southfield; the
others are the University Center
in Macomb snd the Wayne Cen-
ter planned for ono of two loca-
tions in Detroit. Thoas three will

1ty replace eight | i

“We still do things on site, like

at the Pontisc GM plant,” be

said. “But we want more central-
ized locations where poople can
attond classes towards degroes.”

The new Qakland Center,
which is on property formerly
houstng Texss Instruments, will
house 75 classrooms, three com-
puter labs and other state-of-the-
art educational features, Carter
said. It will also havo n theater/
auditorium/large classroom com-
binatica.

*“This will be one of the show-
pleces in the nation for educa-
tion,” he said.

The renovation will be more
than 8 facelift. The building
which had 51,000 square foct be-
fore the renovation, will be elmast
double the capacity.

An open house ts scheduled for
Aug. 13 with classes to begin in
September.

The center will offer classes in
liberal arts, business and other
arcas, and will offer some ad-
vanced courses, such as classes in
the master of business adminis.
tration program, Carter said.

*
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AnewWSU: Wayne State University’s Oakland Center, which will replace three WSU facilities, is being constructed
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on 12 Mile in Farmington Hills.

Polls show SMART millage
winning in Qakland County

BY PAT MURPHY
STAFY Werrex

With crucial millage electiona
in Macomb erd Wayne counties
fess than a week sway, SMART
officials say they are confident
their request for additional opera-
ting revenue will be successful —
Largely on the strength of polling
in Qakland

County.

“l wish Oakland County was
voting first,” Michael E.Duggan,
interim general manager of
SMART, the srea transit system,
said Tuesday. “If Oakland voted
first (and supported of the
SMART millage), it might influ-
ence voters in Macomb and
Wayne counties”

Voters in Macomb and Wayne
counties will vote Tucsday o the
SMART millage proposal that
calls for raising property taxes by
one-third of 8 mill to provide op-
erating funds. Oakland will vote
on the proposal two weeks latcr
on Jupe 6.

*I'm not surprised the millage
proposal might pass in Qakland,”
said county commissioner Sue
Ans Douglas, R-Rochester. “But
it's pot beczuse of wide spread
support, it's because so many
communities have opted ocut (or
refuzed to take past in the elec:
tion).”

Even so, Douglas said she re-
mains skeptical of SMART and
its management. “Three years
from now SMART will sgain be
asking voters for money to bail it
out of & financial ericis.”

Otber critics, including county

issi Shelley Good:
Teub, R-Bloomfield Hills,
akeptical of predictions
SMART millage proposal
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Nicole Ruff, a SMART bus
driver, can't understand the
criticism aimed at the transit
system and its employees.

“We work very bard.” said
Ruff, a Southfield resident
“And SMART is a valuable as-
set to the community.”

Ruff and about 400 other
SMART employces are work-
ing without pay as voters in
Oakland, Macomb and Wayne
counties prepare to decide a
millage proposal that is vital to
the future of mass transit in
southeast Michigan.

Macomb and Wayno will
vote Tuesday, Oakland will go
to the polls two weeks later on
June 6.

“We got s partial check laat
week,” eaid June West,
SMART marketing director.
“We don't know when there'Tl
be another check.”

West, who alszo lives in
Southficld, said cmployeca will
likely get paid once the millage
proposal is approved, or when
federal funds become available
later this year.

But continuing to work is
the emplayees’ way of showing
cocperstion, said West, “to

SMART workers show support

show we care. Sure our jobs are
at stake, but a lot of peopls de-
pend on SMART.”

Ruff, who usually drives &
line haul (or long haul) bus
along Woodward Avenus, said
sho and other workers are occa-

ey
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Conerete Is Beautiful!

hen ereated by Albanelli Patterned Conerete

Decorative stamped colored concrete to enhance the beauty

sionally ralffed by criticism of
SMART and ita workers. “But
I think that criticiam comes
from peoplo who have never
been on a bus salong Wood-
ward. If they had, they'd know
how much people nly on
SMART.”

SMART critics, who include
nearly half of Oakland Coun-
ty's commissioners, insist the
transit system is mismanaged
and financially irresponsible.

Oakland County Executive
L. Brooks Patterson, who has
endorsed the SMART I‘nll!agf,

of your home. Call us for help in designing patterned
concrete info your landscape.

Homeowners are diseovering a new,
econcemical way to transform
traditional concrete paving into
colorful werks of ari. Albanelli
Patterned Concrete of Farmington
Hilis is at the forefront of this trend-
by turning erdinary concrete
sidewulks and driveways into

said he s “not ly
bappy with SMART, We (Oak-
land) inherited the transit ays-
tem and thero are some studics
that show it's competitive with
other systema.

“] want volers to give us
three years,” be said. “We'll
make some changes to make
the xystem more eflicient. After
that, voters will be happy to ro-
new the millage.”

millage will pazs in all three
counties.

*When that happens, a lot of
communities that opted out of the
vota (also ending line hall and
short run service) will want to get
td‘.d into the system,” be predict-

Also =t tho Tuesdsy SMART
meeting, the board voted to con-
tinue so-called municipal eredita
or — to communities
that opted out of the vote.

Municipal cedits are money
from gasoline tazes collected by

area — to use for van and bus

transit.
SMART Iaitially sald it would
likely withhold icipa) credits

colorful and realistic-fcoking

paiterns that resemble eizhorate
tile and pavings stones.
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{rom communities that opt out of
the election. SMART has already
ended lino haul and short run bus
services to communities that do-
cided to not take part io the elec-

tion.

“But SMART will continue to
provide municipal credits,” sald
Wirgsu, “withholding it would be
unfair”

Communities that lost those
credits thought it was unfalr, too.

the state and rebated to SMART  Some of them, including Weat
for distribution to I i- Bl field and Bloomfield
ties for moss tranait, Virtually T hip, th d to fije suit

every community gets municipal
credits $48,000 for West
Bloomfleld, for exsmple, and al-
moet $60,000 for the Rochester

to assure they would contihue to
got their abare of the gasoline tax
rebate to use for transportation in
their own communities.

Canton police
to hold auction

BYJOANNE MALISZEWEK]
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I you're Interestad in s bicycle,
ofoaments,

3
car

Townahip Police, city of North-
ﬁ&mm Police and tha 35th District
1t

“Everyone
Luks aaid,
pasticipating
the court. A list of items from the
Canton polico is availabls at the

refarsing to each of the
ts and

hes their own list,”

“I Was Concerned
About My Mother Until
She Moved To
; Grand River Village.”

1 was uneasy about my mother living alone. When she moved to
Grand River Village 1 knew she would receive the support that she
needs and the independence that she deserves.

Grand River Village Catered Living Offers:

« Luxurious ities ln o ity sctting

* Freedom from | hold chores and meal preparation

+ Assistance with daily livingactivitics as nceded

« Around the clock emergency responsce and security

* Now Offering Respite Carc

[ Ask about ous move-in special . |
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