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Musical ‘Forum’ a mirthful

“A Funny Thing ¥ d on
the Way to the Forum,” 8 p.m.
Fridoy, June 16; 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Saturday, June 17, Fordcon High
School Auditorium, 13800 Ford
Rood, (between Schoefer and
Qreenfield) Dearborn. Tickets $8
adults, 87 senior citizens. Cali
(313) 943-2354.

From the
oponing musical
number “Come-
dy Tonight” to
the aurpriso end.
ing, Dearbhorn
Communlity
Thentre’'s, "A

) Funny Thing

pop Heppened on the

weigeL Wey to the Fo-

rum"” Is & mirth-

ful toga party of sight gage, bawdy

innuendos, double takes and mis-
taken identltica.

“Forum” is your basic force sct
to musle, aprinkled with vaude-
ville and burl ‘This .

—
[ REVIEW
The setting Is a lovely Roman
courtyard with doors to three
homes — one of which is a
brothel, On the other side of the
stago is the home of an old man
who haa gone off In search of his
son and deughter. Center stage is
the home of Sencx (a dirty old
man) and his son, Hero. ot
clae would you expect in a farce?

Hero has hls oyo on & newly ar-
rived courtesan — who [t tums
out {a a virgin. To his alavo, Paeu.
dolus, he pays, “Get me that girl,
and you are free.” The problem s,
tho girl haa already been pur.
chased by a self-centered captaln
In the Roman Army. And guess
what? Hero's (ather, Senex, is
also pursuing the damsel, think-
ing aho is the new maid.

Around and ercund they go,
with Tom Downey leading the
way ns tho alave Pseudolus

heming for hia freedom, With

a challenge to performers bocauso
there Is no whers to learn broad
physical comedy, Even tha TV va-
rety show bas disappeared.

While some of the funny busi-
neas in a bit forced at times, diroc-
tor Rosemary Gaas, who teaches
apeech, forenslcs and English lit.
erature at Brother Rlce High
School in Blocmfield Hills, haa
rehearsed her troupe woll. Dear-
bormsa “Forum’ has generally
high production values with good
scenery, costumes, muslc and
staging.

effervescence and energy ho keeps
the show moving aa his plan sur-
vives one calamity afer another.

Ron Richarda, a science teacher
and swim team coach at Brother
Rice High Schoo), is delightful as
tho naive, nerdy Hero. Rebecca
Staffend of Livenla is springti
fresh e» the slightly daffy virgin,
Philla.

C.J. Nodus is splendid as the
henpecked father, Senex, with an
eye for a well-turned ankle. Di-
anne Bernick scores as his impe-
rious wife, Domina.

togé part

Just forlaughs: Pseudolus (Thomas Downey of West-
land) with the Proteans (left to right), Carlos Souffrant
and Christoper Drouin of Troy and Michael Mousallam.

Perhaps the best performance
is turned in by Greg Viscomi s
the smug and conceited Roman
Captain, Milea Gloriousus. His
asides, voice and character are ex-
cellent.

Clif Levin ia likewiso very good
as the hyperactive alave, Hysteri-
um and Matt Higgins has fust the
right touch of debauchery as
Lycus, tho buyer and seller of
caurtesans.

‘The courtesans add zpico to the

show, and Lewis Sequin grabs hia
ehare of lnughs with a few linea as

Erronlus, the old man in search of
his children. And guess what? He
finds them in a gagglo of geese.
How elss would a farce end?

Music dircector ia Carole Mihalo
of Livonia. The cast aiso includes
Thomas Downcy of Westland s
Prologua/Pseudolus, Chrls
Drouin and Carlos Souffrant of
Troy as Protcans.

Bob Weibel of Westland is a
freelance writer, who has spent
more n 25 years in community
theater as o director, designer ond
performer.

‘Comin’ of Age’ showcases local talent

“Comin’ of Age," Attic Theater,

search for ldentity in a family
that cheerfully and 1]

Third at West Grand
New Center Area, Detroit. Pre-
views June 15-18. Shows 8 p.m.
Thursdey-Sunday, June 22 (o
July I6, matinee 2 p.m. Sundays.
Tickets $19-24. Call (313) 875-
8284 or Ticketmaster {810) 645-
6666,

By EpiTi BROIDA
EPECIAL WRITER

When the curtain rises tonlght
on the preview performance of tho
musical, “Comin’ of Age,” at Do-
trolt's Attic Theater, it will mark
the professional debut of Bloom-
field Hills writer and composer
Carol Caplan.

A former interior designer, Ca-
plan has dovoted the past seven
years 20 fino-tuning of ita upbeat
score and peript.

“Conin® of Age,” which prem-
fores at tho Attic Thursday, June
22, chronicles a young man's

copea with oging in a youth-gri-
ented socicty. From the way they
gracefully grow eld, he leamns to
grow up.

As o new playwripht and com-
poser, Caplan believes that it's
been her good fortune to secure
top talent for her first profession-
! productlon,

Larry Kaushansky - of West
Bloomfield, head of Wayne State
University's scenic design depart-
ment, ogreed to read Caplan'a
script, aasess the Attic Theater's
modestly equipped estage, and
then deslgn the ingenious sct.

Artist Richard Kozlow of Bir-
mingham, who, after sketching for
just minutes, created the perfect
logo of & young man cutting the
stringn, capturing the muslcal’s
theme.

She is equally enthuslastic
about musleal director Bernie
Katz of Detroit, who finc-tuncd
the music and dlrector Dan Yur-
gultis, professor of theater at the
1 n
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of Arzona who re-

turned to stage the productlon,
Caplan confesses she is awed
how their work with -»ve‘xuﬁllu

ing cight houra a day with her new
“baby” — the grand piano that
wan a 50th birthday gift from her
husb David.

cast of local
Laurie Mceker of Redford, has
brought 12 different characters to
tife.
Caplan'a formula for succesa?
“Work day end night for Boven

Onco Caplan felt saturated with
everything the university music
departmenta had to offer, she be-
gan to compose. She learned how
to use cloborate recording and

i to provide

or more ycars, have a p
hunger to learn, and, most of all,
find outstanding talent,” she
aaid.

Ten years ago Caplan resumed
plano lcasons after a 26.year hi-
otus. Sho had studied plano
rather indifferently ns a tecneger,

orchestration, then added lyrics.
Coplan's first succesa came
from a series of light-hearted
1aments about growing older. She
incorporated them into a revue,
“The Other Side of 45," which
waa preeented in workshop pro-

but then college, two
doughters and a design carcer in-
terrupted the muslc,

When the piano beckoned
again, Caplan thought cutting her
nails would be the only necessary
sacrifice. But, [nstead, she found
heraelf totally engrosaed in music.
Soon she was commuting l:o clna.a.-

by the port Theater
Players in Connecticut in 1992
and by the Jewish Ensemble The-
ater in West Bloomficld in 1993.
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es ot three
couldn’t get enough,” she re-
catled.

Before long, Caplan was spend-
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