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Up In the alr: Amy Faulkner, Farmington adult education graduate, jumps as her classmates smile.
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Tho squeoze I8 on: Graduate Carmin Leadbetter has
a hug coming after the commencement.

Capped and gowned:

Happy talk: Teacher Margaret Jenks has kind words
for graduate Stacey McGrew.

Graati

Brian Hawkins was one
of 44 listed for the Farm-
ington Public Schools’

By ToMm Baxn
and LARRY ('CONNOR
BTAYY WRITERS

efore June 7, Sandy
Millman hod never wit-
nessed n graduation of
adult education studenta. Now
she says she'll never miss an-
other one.

“It was so moving,” said
Millman, who was on hand to
see her friend, Shawn Green,
walk ncross the Farmington
High stage during the Farm-
ington Public Schoola Adult
Graduation Ceremonics.

This year, the program list-
ed 44 adult cd groduates for
the commencement.

“I cried and I cried I think 1
cried mare than 1 did when my
own kids graduated from high
school,” ndded Millman, a
Farmington Hills resident who
works at the Farmington Com-
munity School.

“Graduation just seemed to
mean more to these people
than it did to some 18-ycor-
old.”

on ‘seemed to mean more’

ADULT EDUCATION

Green can speak to that. He
dropped out twice, including
during his junior year at Livo-
nia Franklin and in his senior
year at Harrison High.

Millman was encouraging
him at every turn. She would
help Green on math problems,

“She made sure I was in
sehool every day,” said Green,
19, who plans to attend Ook-
land Community College in the
fall. “Let's say I had a report to
do. 1 wouldn't tell my parents
and I'd wait until the last
minute to do it. She'd make
sure to let my parents know
what was going an at school.

“If I hod a problem with a
teacher, she was very helpful.”™

Phyllis Howard, who runs
the Head Start program for the
Farmington Schools, was an-
other attendee ot adult ed
graduation.

“It's exciting to see people
who understand the true mean-

ing of education,” Howard eaid.
“These people have lived o little
bit of life and they've come to
realize that, if they're going to
succeed, they're going to need
education.”

Adult ed is about sccond
chances.

Sara Elswick, 18, left Harri-
son High in her junior year and
the future was uncertain, Her
older sister Angela, 20, was al-
ready cnrolled in adult ed
classes.

“I knew I was going to go
back,” Sara said. “My sister
was already going to the other
achool. That's what made me
come back.”

On graduation day, the sis-
ters followed each other in re-
ceiving their diplomas. Adult
ed made it possible, Sara said,

“The teachers spend mare
time with vou on a one-te-one
basis," she said, “They're
fricndlier.”

adult graduation

¥armington Hills police ar-
rested three Detroit residents in
the aftermath of what moy have
,beon an attempted armed rob-
rbery.
+% Hills police dispatchers re-
“¢eived a 9-1-1 call from a Water-
ford man, 27, at the Clark gas
‘station on 10 Mile and Orchard
< Lake at noon Wednesdny.
.4 Polico queationcd a Detroit
‘man, 20, who the Waterford mon
:said had made him drive at gun-
+point fram Detroit so that the
‘yietim could get the title to hia
icar and tho car fram his girl-
-friend. The Detroit man did nat
“have a gun when police scarched

him.

The Waterford man told po-
lice neveral conflicting storien,
and police believe the two men
may have been in a drug deal in
Detroit. Thnt investigation haa
been turned over to the Detroit
police and both men were re-
leased.

The Waterford man atayed
Wednesdny night at the Motel 6
on Grand River. At 2 a.m. Thurs-
day, Hilla police found three men
and a woman in the parking lot
who they beliove were looking
for the Waterford man's room.
Police found a gun, narcotics
paraphernalia and cocaine in the

3 Detroit residents arrested
ear motel; drugs involved

car,

The four people said they
were from Detroit and were look-
ing for their fricnd, the alleged
robber of the Waterford man. Po-
lice nrrested three of the four.

Jessica Lumanai Brumoghim,
18, of Detroit was charged with
pogsacssian of eocaine, Lamar Da-
mon Buffin, 17, of Detroit was
charged with carrying a con-
cealed weapon, and Leslie Frank
Shaw, 40, alao of Deotroit, was
charged with posacssion of drug
paraphernalin. All three wero re-
lenscd on $1,000 personal bond.
None of them hnd o previous
conviction record.

Man charged in sex assaults on boy

! A Farmington Hilla man has
ibeen charged in n seriea of sexu-
1l assaults involving a 12-year-
'q1d boy, including two incidenta
in Farmington.
1+ Martin Gate Blaisdell, 32, was
1drraigned on two counts of scc-
‘gnd-degreo criminal acxunl con-
?g:ct Friday before 47th District
:Qourt Judgoe William Sauer.
3 A not-guilty plea wos centered.
pil was st at 825,000 cnsh,

i+ I'm bored there's nothing to
+do." Paronts who aro tired of
- ‘Boaring this from thoir children
‘dne week after achool closes for
‘the summor should tako note,

Preliminary oxam is set for 9
a.m. Friday, June 23.

The assaults occurred in De-
cember 1894 at a Farmington
apartment complox. A man, de-
scribed as a live-in boyfriend, fon-
dicd the child's genitals in separate
incidenta whilo the boy was visit-
ing his mother on woekends,

A grandmother, who has cus-
tody of the child, becamo suspi-
cious when she found o

dayn, Tuesdnys; Thursdays and
Fridays, Wednesdays will bo re-
served for flold tripa.
Farmington aren youngsters
11-15 are. wolcomo. A director and

*V Farmington Youth A

‘Has propared a Summer Activi-
‘Bes Conter at William Graco Fle-
‘mentary School on Shiawasseo
‘Road in Farmington Hilla. The
“genter will be cpen 2-8 p.m. Mon-

atafl aro on hand to help
with tho actlvitics. In addition to
having a placo to mect friends,
participants can alno use the
schoal gym. Pingpong, pool and
video gumes are also availablo.

pornographic magazine the boy
had brought home. Sho reported
the matter to police.

Blaisdell was in custody at
Western Wayno Correctional Fa-
cility for violation of parole. He
has two prior sccond-degreo
criminal sexual conduct com-
plaints in Weat Bloomfield.

Livonia and Detroit police are
also investigating complaints
mado by the grandmaother.

Youngsters invited to activities center

Highlighting this year'a activi-
ties are food nights, and an ice
eream socin] and fleld trips to Four
Benrs Waterpark, a wave pool and
tho Detruit Scienco Center.

Mombership ta tho centor is
$10 for cight weoks. Ficld trips
are $6 cach. No field trip is
planned for the first Wednesday.
The centor will be opon through
Aug. 9.

Gary L Wasserman Presents
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Meadow K
Brook Y

On The Oakland S
University Campuy ) -
Charge tickets at (110) §45-6886 and

N _reEemey il
Info call (810) §75-5782

Big Apple Circus Box Office
Open Every Day 10 AM-8 PM.

An Intemnational Freedom Festival Event
Big Apple Circus is a not—for - profit
performing arts organization
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