Farmington Dbserver

OPINION

20A(F)

33411 Graxp RIvER, FarMincron, MI 48335

THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 1995

9 -
C’mon, deliver!
Our water woes need attention

& buckle, cary overheat and officialdom

hases us with these infernal water-use restric-
twons

Yop. here we go again. The weather's
turted warm —— but hardly unseasonable —
and here come the “official” tvoluntary cum
sanditory) restrictions on outdoor water use.

Farnungton Hillx fixed us a missive late
Friday: Residents can water Jawns from S
At tod pm.and from $-11 p.m., and only on
the wid-even address system. The problem is
Lick of pressure in the Detroit water system,
or <ome such thing

1€ the lyries of this cracked record sound fu-
rtliar, they should. The same old song was
plared lust year about this time. Officials love
10 3PN It eVery summer.

Now . we can just see John Q. Suburbanite,
who=imply wants to maintain his lawn uad
scanden in the best suburban tradition,
seratching his head and mumbling, “Water re-
strictions” How can that be when we live vn
the edyte the Lirgest supply of fresh water on

Naret Farth, the Great Lakes™

Goad question. No matter what the politi-
15 or the engineers or the Poopsies and
adours of TV news say, thers is no water
shortage in metropolitan Detroit.

The problem, people, is in delivery, not supply.

Most of us get vur water {from Detroit, the
Detrust Water and Sewerage Department to
be specific, and there have been some real
problemas with that entity over the years,

As we suffer through yet anather water eri-
513, we wonder if Detroit Water — with its an-
tiquated mains and equipment, and shot
through as it is with constant city-suburban
bickeriag — is what we need to supply this

There’s hope for OCC trustees

Their demeanor was civil and they got
some things accomplished.

b, the good old summertime: The mer- | precious commodity to an expanding metro-
politan Detroit.

There are a couple of options:

B A regional water authority for all of south-
east Michigun, one that would have, well, au-
tharity. It would be empowered to set
standards and make them stick. 1ty word
would be Inw, und it would put an end to the
petty politics thut huve divided Detroit and
the suburbs for the past half century. And,
unlike the present setup, the suburbs would
be well represented on the authority.

The best thing about a regional authority is
that it would play o huge role in curbing the
kind of runs suburban development that
hus led to excessive demunds on the water de-
livery system in the first place.

@ Dumping the Detroit system all together in
favor of i new tand certainly more ¢fficient)
water delivery system that would serve Oak:
land and western Wayne countivs, Expensi
Could be, and it would tnke an area-wide sup-
port to pull it uff. And of course the Detroit
people would fill the nir with accusations of
racism and city-bushing und the like. But the
fact is thut the expansion is here. The need i
here. The new water delivery system should
be here.

OK. s0 it's hot and dry and the water's
short. We guess a little conservation isn't too
much to ask if there is a real emergency.

But, as we turn off our outdoor water spig-
ots, we demand that officialdom — and that
includes elected nnd appointed officiala from
the city councils through the county commig-
sions and into state government — please do
something about this inadequate water deliv-
ery system in the Detroit area.

1t'd be nice not to have to hear that same
old scratchy record next summer.

he Oakland Community College H Complex malntenance problems
and the frustration resulting from
voter rejection of the board’s first

request for additional millage
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n behalf of the entire Farmington

Thanks for coming
Hills Police Department, I would like

@ to thank evervone who took the time

to visit the department during our eighth an-
nual Open House June 4,

The presence of so many of our citizens is
very welcome and heartwarming.

We are continually pleascd with the ongo-
ing participation demonstrated by this com-
munity we serve, and I Jook forward to this
yearly opportunity to personally meet and get
to know as many of the visitors as possible,

Everyone in the police department is very ap-
preciative of this community’s support, which
only reinforees the strong spirit of commitment
by the city of Farmington Hills and its officinls
to make it 8 model community strengthened
and maintained by its devoted citizens.

The police department looks forward to
next year's event with renewed anticipation.

I might add, no one has to wait until next
year's open house to visit and tour the police
department. You're welcome any time.

Pollce Chief Willinm J. Dwyer

people. Tam very impressed by Paul's volun.
teer work with senior citizens in Farmington
Hills. It really says something about his char-
acter und I believe this is the kind of person
we need in publie service.

Finally, I um supporting Pau) Sowerby for may-
or of Furmington Hills beeause he has n vision for
this great community, His years of experience as o
atizen activist huve clearly demonstrated his com-
mitment to putting the interests of people first
and to making Farmington Hills o great place to
live, work and raise a fumily,

I'm truly excited about working with Paul
Sowerby. He has my strong support for mayor
of Farmington Hilla and 1 hope he can count on
yours, too.

U.S. Rep. Joe Knoltenberg,
11th District

Edit’s an insult

was very disturbed to read your June 1 ed-
% jtorial endorsing Jennifer Levin for school
b hoard,
For you to overlook the outstanding qualifi-
cations of Linda Enberg and npply the fad of

They acted quickly to sct the new tax levy
at $1.65 for each $1,000 of state equalized
property valuation. They decided who
ahould go to the Michi ity Col-

found the board trustees sniping
at ono another in efforts to
assign blame.

“outsiders are in” to our local clection is an in-
sult to the candidates, the current board, your
community, and, most of all, to the children
that are relying on us to provide them with

Supports Sowerby

s n community leader who pays close

lege Associstion conference. They agreed on
a strategic planning session invelving the
community and students as well as the ad-
ministration and faculty. They acknowl-
edged their need to avoid personal acrimony
and focus on the situations and issucs es-
sential to the well-being of students.

This is good news for the community
served by this multi-campus callege.

No doubt about it. This past year was
difficult and the trustees were challenged.
Complex maintenance problems and the
frustration resulting from voter rejection of
the bouard's first request for additional mill-
age found the board trustecs aniping at oae
another in efforta to assign blame.

But passage of the seven-year millage
request offers hope. Trustees, nonctheless,
will have to plan prudently, laying the
groundwork for sustained voter trust in
them and confidence that the college can
meet its educational objectives.

To achieve this, the trusteea will need to
continue the display of leadership they
flashed Monday. No longer can they show
up for meetings uaprepared for analytical

discussion af the budget and other equally
complex operating issues. They must per-
sonally nasume respensibility for using re-
sources availnble to them so they are
knowlegeable and prepared to discuss is-
sues on the basis of fucts. They must reign
in their desire to micro-manage the admin-
istration and demonatrate they have confi-
dence to trust their hired administrators to
fulfill the responsiblities of their jobs.

For cxample, hints that the board should
review engincering plans, get involved in
selecting the curricula and set mainte-
nance prioritites is an invitation to disas-
ter. The board should be sctting criteria
and thea holding the administration ac-
countable for presenting quantifiable ap-
tions that are action plans to achicve the
defined objectives.

It appears the trustees have this capa-
bility. We appeal to their intellectual abili-
ty to reapect the distinction of their role
and get on with the busineas of sctting
goals for the college that will benefit the
community and its students,
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A attention to local government in Farm-
ington Hills, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to share my thoughts with you about
the city's firat-ever direct clection of the mayor
to take place this fall.

In the U.S. House of Representatives we
are working hard to strengthen local govern-
ments. In the future, it is my hope that even
more critical decisions will be made at the lo-
cal level instend of Washington, D.C.

That's why the election for mayor of Farm-
ington Hills is so important to all of us.

Last year the voters of Farmington Hills
said they wanted change in overwhelming
numbers. They called for a voice in the elec-
tion of their mayor to work with the citizens to

the best education possible.

1 nm impressed with Ms. Levin, She is obvi-
oualy bright, nmbitious, and well educated. I'm
glad she ia 50 interested in our schools, and §
certainly hope she will continue to be involved,

But in her statements she has ahown that
she is not nware of some extremely important
issues like the Mission 2007 project and the
Student Profile that the Farmington Schoola
have alrendy adopted.

Further, to claim this as an example that
the achools don't communicate well with reai-
denta that don't have children is simply n
dodge. I know that there was at least ane ma-
jor article on the Mission 2007 Project in this
poper. Also I doubt that she has the back-

ity k ledge thot I feel o

help shope the future of this great ity.

Soon each voter will be asked to make their
decision about the candidates for this impar-
tant post. But I want you to know that [ have
already made my decision.

1 am enthusiastically supparting Paul
Sowerby for mayor of Farmington Hills.

1 am supporting Paul for nome very impor-
tant reasons. Firat, because he brings a fresh
perspective to City Hall. Paul Sowerby is an
individual who strives to bring people together
and resolve conflict — qualitics we could use
moroe of at all levels of government.

Second, because Paul Sowerby cares about

ground of y I
school board needs,

Ms. Enberg, by her active involvement, has
shown us that she is not only a knowledgeable
and capable leader, but she cares about quali-
ty education for all children in our communi-
ty, not just her own.

For you to try and pin o diminutive lable on
her is a shoddy attempt te cheapen her valu-
able contributions, and is an affront to all of
us who work to help provide quality schools in
thia community.

Marshall (the Bchoolle) Hutchinson,
Farmington Hills
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