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Random acts
of kindness

are rampant

t's vasy to dwell on the bad among us swhen
3

we rewd so muny stories about rape, murder
und destruction.
More often than not, though, our lives are
touched by people who bring a moment of happi-
ness nnd their kind deeds are ctched in our
memurica. Most people have staries about how
they got out of bad situations with the help of

‘luunluv for instunce, n friend told me she
was eaught un the expressway with a flat tire,
Someone stapped, changed the tire and turned a
stressful experience into a good memory, She
docsn't know his name and he didn't scem to
care ubout uny kind of recognition or special
thanks.

Recently, my husband went into on auto parts
store and started tatking to an employee. The
man said the part my husband needed to replace
was tricky to get in and offered to help, He came
to vur house, worked for o few hours and refused
to b paiel.

Recently, 1 wan in a hospital room, worried
and scared. Il pever forget the many pcoplc all
strangers, who poured in with hugs, inspira-
tional storien, prayers and good wishes. Al-
thaugh, T don’t remember all their names, 1 will
nlwuyy remember their kindness.

So often steangera give a little of themaelves
without nny strings or conditions and we often
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COMMUNITY LIFE

8 A random survey of ran-

dom acts of kindness
brought out interesting sto- '
ries. The unexpected nice
acts from strangers who
don't expect anything in re-
turn can make your day,

BY DIANE GALE

Srary WRITER

‘We randomly naked shoppers and
employees ot the Orchard-12 strip
mall ot Orchard Lake and Twelve
Mile about random acts of kindnesa,
and surprigingly, it was the small-
cat gestures that made the biggest
impact.

Mnny of the peaple wo talked to
nmd simple things from strangers
¢ holding their door open,
making eyoe contact or smiling —
could make their day. Almost every-
anc had a stary or two.

“The nicest act of kindness { sce
i when people open the door to
help,” according to Kerry Kotila, of
Weat Bloamficld Township.

And n stranger had just extended
that courtesy while she walked into
Photo-Time. She also appreciates a
fricndly amile and hello from
BLrangers.

Lynn Leber, a Photo-Time em-
ployee, told a story about a driver
who made a lnsting impression.

Leber was driving on Orchard

- Lake near Telegraph toward Ponti-

ac recently when another motorist
was trying to merge into the lane in
which she was driving. Leber gave

him an opening, but he didnt make
the turn. Ho threw his hands up in
the air, Leber said, and pan-
tomimed the words: ‘thank you.'

“It'a o stupid little thing,” Leber
said. “But, it made my day. I was
surprised he did that. 1 think the
littler thinga can be a lot nicer than
the bigger.”

And Donald Payne, who owns
Family Buggy restourants, said:
“The things [ think about that we
don't get enough of is the eye-to-cyo

contact to give you that greeting
that sayn you care. It's one of tho lit-
tle things that show you care.”

His business cards, which ho
passes out freely, are redecmable
for an unlimited number of hugs.

Sylvia Wasson of Farmington
Hills snid she was in the Bahamas
recently and started talking to a
stranger who was going through a
divorco and was depressed. It
turned out to be a two-hour conver-
sation. Wnason, who said it was fate
that got the two women together,
plans to remain in contact with the
woman.

Other people we talked to on our
random rearch for kind acta told us
nbout how angels ef mercy, who re-
mained nameless to them, cameo to
their rescuc.

Lori Walton of Mutual Financial
in Farmington said sho was sur-
prised onc dny when she went to
her car and found a note. Apparent-
ly, she had e flat tire, fixed
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It scems the phenomenon is con-
tagious, too. Somcono does some-
thing good for ynu and you can’t
help but turn areund and do the
same for another stranger.

“Many years ago I picked up
someone who was stranded on the
servico drive,” necording to Howard
Simon, of Daly and Simon Real Es-
tate Appraisals in Farmington
Hills. .

The motorist had car trouble
when Simon offered to drive him to”
n gas station.

It made me feel good,” anid Si-
mon adding that he was in a similar
situntion years ago. He broke down
on an expreasway in New Moxico
and someonc stopped to help him.

Beth Redriguez, who works at
Source One Martgage in Farming-
ton, said she wasa at the hydroplane
races in Detroit recently when her
husband complimented a man on
his hat. This stranger, who she was
lnter told invented the formula for
Squirt, took off the hat inscribed
“7.3 Turho Dicsel F250 Ford” and
gave it to her husbend. Rodrigucz
noid the nice act definitely mndc
their alternoon.

Sharon Bollin, who works nt
Rags to Riches, said she'll always |
remember a kindhearted state
trooper who changed her tire on the
service drive of an expressway.

“I never got his name to say
‘thank you,’ ” Bollin said. “But they
don't have to do that.”

it nnd left o noto without & neme.
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