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Students reveal talent in local history contest

“The Farmington Historical So-
ciety revently named Anna Clark
the fint place winner of the Soci-
vty's 12th annual Lee S. Peel His.
torical Research contest.

The contest encourages original
tesearch and writing on Farming-
ton area history, Namad after the
loval etucator, historian and au-
thor, it is conducted and judged
by senior members of the Farm-
ington Historical Soviety with
peize money provided by the
Fanmington Atea Arts Commis-
sion.

This yeat's winning entries
were anpounced fecently at a spe-
cial cerermony held at the Farm.
ington  Historical Museum on
Grand River Road.

Clark, a Puwer Middle School
won for her

~ton Artist in Residence Report.”
She received an awand certificate
and a check for $100.

Her ariginal paper describes the
history of the Artist in Residence
program frum its beginning in
1976, Clark lists pomination pro-
cedures. judging,  awands and
winners from 197

"6 through last
seat. She also explains how each
artist in residence donates a cre-
atine it representative of their
specialty to the Farmington Area
Arts Comniission.

Clark’s paper lists cach of these
artistic gMts and gives the loca.
ins where they can be viewed.
Shroused interview matetial to
aive additional detail on two of
the arust in residence winners,
iocluding her grandfather, Joe
Ciark. a photographer who won in

Family ties:

contest. She interviewed her grandfather, Joe Clark,

1976. She also interviewed Monte
Nagler, a photographer who won
in 1987,

Clark atso describes the found-
ing of the Farmington Arca Arts
Commission theough an interview
with charter member Kay Brigg:
A booklet based on this paper is

planned f{or publication by the
Farmington Hills Historical Com-
mission.

Second prize was given to Mi-
chelle Roberta, a Power Middle
Schoal student, for her paper,
“What Peaple Like to Do in
Farmington,” She received an

Anna Clark won first place in the Farmington Histarical Society rescarch
for background information.

award certificate and a check for

Roberts interviewed peaple
from three different age groups ~—
under 10, teens and 21 and over

telovizion. In her snmpahot view,
Roberta also included mall shop-
ping, dining out and exerclsing.

Threo best in ago category
awarda were nlso glven for two pa-
pers and one video tape presenta-
tion. Each winner reccived an
award certificate and a check for

P

The Best In Age Elementary
School award was given to Carol
Apol's third grade students ot
Highmeadow Elementary School
for their video tape presentation
“The Power Famlly: From New
York to Michigan," The tape is
based on the students’ study of
pioneer lifo and local history as
well as a viait they had with Phil-
ip Power, owner and chairman of
the board of Suburban Communi-
cation Corporatien, the parcnt
company of the Obscrver & Ec.
centric Newspapers.

The tape re-enacts the Power
family's 1824 trip from New York
to found present.day Farmington
and it illustrates the difficulties
of the trip as well as the hard:
ships encountered in pioncering a
new location.

Duplicate awards were given for
the Best in Ago Middle School
category for two papers which
were judged as a tie.

Amanda Weston, a Power Mid-
dle School student, won for her
paper, “Famington Civic The-
atre.” [t describes the 1940 open-
ing night as well as the back-
ground of the Civic's founder EJ.
Hohler. Changes in the theatre’s
business and ita fortunes over the
yeaes are described as well oa its
eventual purchase by the found-

ing the popular 1
act. es for cach group. Thene
activities included video games,
reading, drawing and watching

er'a son Greg Hohler in 1973 and
the changes he made recently.
The paper is based on newspaper

June 24 & 25

Saturday & Sunday * 10 AM - 5 PM

En!uring

entertainment. FREE A

200
from 30 states, Food Fesh Kids Art Wall and live

Located on

Sponsored by:

national & international artisans

MISSION.

poite the JCC

West Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce

Henry Ford Medical Center-- West Bloomfield
° THE
S @bﬂm!'etfjfctenlﬂc

call (810) 626-3636 * Howard Alan Events, Lid., Producing America's Finest Art Festivals

articles and an Interview with
Greg Hohler, .

‘The other Best in Age Middle
School award was preacnted to
Kim Yoder, a Power Middle
School student for her paper,
“Life at 33305." This paper tolls
the atory of the three Himmel-
spach sistors as they grew up in
the 1930a and 1940a at their
houso at 33305 Oakland in down.
town Farmington.

Their carly life experiences
helplng with the family business,
going to schoal, playing games, at-
tending dancea and playlng with
pets are deacribed. The paper in
illustrated with numerous origi-
nal photographs, Yoder's paper ls
bused on interviews with the
threo sisters.

Alno, 10 honorable mentlan cer-
tificates and prizes of $10 were
awarded, The following students
from Power Middle School won In
this category: Stephante Batkie
for her paper, “The Underground
Railroad: Myth, Legend or the
Truth?”" Sarah Baxtreaser for her
paper, “The Unlveraalist Unitari-
an Church of Farmington;” D.
Justin Celko for hia paper, “The
Founding of Farmington;” Kim
D'Anna for her paper “Hight
meadow a National Exzemplary
School; Dan Duffey for hls paper,
“Farmington Hills Pelice; Mike
Goettlicher for his paper, “The
Rex Cawley Story ‘Nico Guys
Don't Always Finish Last,”™ Tim
Rais for his paper, “'Farmington
Rescarch Repart — What Did the
Farmington People Do For Fun in
the 1800s and 1900s? Nothing?"
and Evon Rochm for hls paper,
“Farmington's Indian History.”

QOther honorable mention
winners include O.E. Duncke!
Middls School students David
McKercher for his project, “Farm-
ingtan Historical Calendar 1996
and Bryan Stanbridge for hia pa-
per, “Hintory of Troap 179."

Cuplea of these papers will be
presented to the Farmington Li-
brary Histary Room for inclusion
in the callection of award winning
entries,

During the awards ceremony
the Farmingtan Historical Society
members thanked the atudents’
for their hard work; teachers and
parents who helped encourage
and dircct the researchers and the
Farmington Arca Arts Commls-
sion, which donated the moncy
far tho contest awards.
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HINT: The word “plastic?
comes from the Greek
word meaning “to shape."’i




