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“A SUCCESS! GLORIOUSI_Y
COLORFUL, A LANDMARK FEAT”

‘A FIM THAT FARNS A
PLACE OF HONOR AMONG

DISNEY'S FILM STUNNERS!”
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| MOVIES

Batman’

Holy block-
busteril! “Bat-
man Forever,”
the third In what
could b an end-
less franchlse of
maviea about the
caped crusader,
isn't that bad. It
has eo much
N cyepopping wl&
or, action, an
MOM(‘I’?{’A‘Z special  effects
—_ T that  ‘*'cool"
seems the only word to eptly de-
acribe [t
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rable attempt by Teommy Leo-
Jonea,

Val Kilmer, meanwhile, offers a
very teserved Bruce Wayne. In
costume, it hardly matters, but
when be's a regular guy, ho neods
an extra something — Keaton's
cxpressive oyelirows perhaps — to
keep us interested In between ae-
tion scenes.

Back in the Batcave, Bruce
Wayne undergues soms heavy
therapy with a curvaceous crimi-
nal psychologist (Nlcole Kidman)
who has made it het mission to
dhrubc B:Lnun both pby:lcally

This

Sure it's
and director Joel Schumacher re-
lies much too heavily on MTV.
atyle editing. It novertheleas
holds its own with Tim Burton's
first two entries, which had major
prublerns of their own.

Just when I was getting used to
Aichaet Keaton in the lead, he
backed out, saying the moviea’
bad guys were upstaging his per-
formance, He'a got a point, espe-
cially when box offlce phenom
Jim Carrey dons the skin-tight,
question mark-cove: costume
of The Riddler.

A scientist at Wayne Indus-
tries, Carrey’s Edward Nygma
idalizes billionaire Bruco Wayne
and wants to make him a partner
in a venture that uses TV signala
to alter brainwaves, When Wayne
warns him about messing with
people’s minds, Nygma mea
arch villain The Riddler.

His invention, which looka like
a Dadalst blender, sends waves of
green energy into homes, draining
people’s bralns while making The
Riddler even smarter. His riddlea
to Batman, perverse twiata on
kida" pop-up books, get more and
more cryptic as the {ilm goes on.

As in “The Mask,”
own talenta with physical mmedy
and facial contortions are accen-
tuated by the movies apecial ef-
fects, especially when he under-
goes the mind blasts. He not only
upstages Batman, but also
ner-in-crime Two-Face, an admi-

Deliver love

Tell us about a love letter that
won your heart to win prizes in
reader write-in celebrating “The
Postman (IL Postino)” opening
Friday, June 30, at the Main Art
Theater in Royal Oak.

Bricfly deacribo the love letter.
Tell us who it was from, and what
made it memorable. Maybo it was
a letter from a boyfriend or girl-
friend in the service, or someone
who lived in s distant city? Did

you macry the person who wrote
thc letter? Or are they just o fond
memory?

The first 10 resders to respond
will receive a prize con-
sisting of a movie soundtrack cas-
sctte tape, book, and two tickets
to the movie, You must be 18 or
older to enter.

Send or fax entries by Friday,
.luna 30 to: Keely Wygonik, Ob-

rver & Eccentric Newspapers,
lnc.. :16251 Schooleralt, Livenia,
Ml 48150. To fex entries: call
(313) $91.7279. Call (313) 853-
2105 for more information.

*“Tte Postman (IL Postino)” I
& funny and moving story about a
postman whoso eyes are opened to

douhla threat for Bruce lene.
who has fallen in love with her
whllo cutslde the costume.

Most intereating in “Batman
Forever” s the introduction of
Robin. Played with a surprising
edge by nice guy Chris O'Donnell,
the former acrial acrobat watches
hia family die at the hands of
Two-Face. He awears vengeance,
just as Wayne did long ago when
the Joker gunned down his par-
ents.

Director Tim Burton, who
serves as producer here, has left
his mark on the series. Hls intri-
guing blend of ultra-modern/retro
images and dark moody lighting
remaln in many scenes, especially
when the sleck Batmoblle is
chased by sedans usually driven
by Prohibition-cra gangsters.

In “Batman Forever” director
Schumacher adds wild cartoon
colors to the movie's palette, best
displayed In a neon-bright black-
light fight with Robin and skelo-
ton-masked thugs. When he
resurrects those tilted camera
shots from the '60s television
show, I know it’s just & matter of
time (Batman 127) when thosc
“POWS” and “THWACKS" will
make & comeback,

Schumacher, who directed the
fascinating “Falling Down,” also
makes some mistakea. He fcels
that H bo slows down for a second
he'll lose his audience. When he
needa three shots to show an ac-

Crime fighters: Batman (Val Kilmer, lc[t) and Robin

Waxas aos

il

(Chris O’Donnell) join together as crime-fi gh!mg part-
ners to defend Gotham City in Warner Bros.' all-new .
adventure, “Batman Forcver,” opening Friday at metro

Detroit movie theaters.
tion (Robin sliding into a slowly
closing Bateave door, for In-
etance) ho gives us about six
shots too many.

By the cnd':{ '.hul mhovh.

is tho dea that we'll all be walk:
ing around in black rubber by
summer’s end. .

To l(aw a message for .Iuhn
dial 953-2047, mail-

c8 8
to gadgets as the Dynamic Duo
unveils a Batboat, a Batplane,
and eome awesome new black
rubber costumes. The only thing
not “coal” about this megn-block-
buster and cultural phenomenon

box number 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, faz him a note at 691-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain-

ment, Observer & Eccentric News-

papers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonio
48180.

letters to win “The Postman’ tickets

a world of new possibllitiea when
he finds himself delivering ictters
to one of the most romantic poeta
of tho 20th century. The film was
inspired by an incident in tho lifo
of renowned Chilean poet ond
diplomat, Pablo Neruda played
by Pbilippe Noiret, who was
forced into exils from his native
country in 1952 and granted sanc-
tuary on o remote, beautlful {s-
land off the coast of Naplea.

‘The tocal postmaster,
overwhelmed by the dally mail
being sent to Neruda, even prior
to his srrival, bires Mario Ruop-
polo (Musuno Trolsi), the son of
a local fisherman deeperate for an
eacape from his father's fishing
boat. The young postman's first
instinct is to take advantage of
his cless contact with Neruds,
celebrated poet of love, to improve
his own profila in the community,
especially with women.

All that changes za Mario slow-
1y gains the poct's confidence. A
friendship develops as Neruda in-
troduces 0 to the world of po-
etry. Almost as a consequence,

“A THRILL:

There's

no fun
machine
this summer  §
that packs more
surprises,”

Ao Trwars, RULLING STORE

\KED JOY RIDE!

Mario falls in love with the beau-
tiful,
trice Russo {(Marla Grazla Cucl-
notta). In enlisting Neruda's help,
Mario discovers a senso of himsell
he’s never had as his inner soul

_SCREEN SCENE

A sampilng of what's playing ot
altemative movie theaters acoss
metro Detroit 8s roviewed by
Jobn Monaghan.

O MAQIC BAG THEATRE

22918 Woodward, Ferndale. Call
{810) 544-3030 for information.
(84; $3 studentsenlars)

*/Pulp Fiction” (USA - 1095).9
p.m. June 27. The thester bas
turned Quentin Tarantino’s su-
percharged comedy thriller intoa
“Rocky Horror” of sorts, with in.
termiszion twist contest and T-
shirt and poster giveawsys. You
can count on ono hand the audi-
ence members who haven't scen
the movie already.

Japaneso Monster Doublo Fea-
ture — “War of the Gargantuas”
(USA/Japan - 1966} and “Destroy
All Monsters!” (Japan - 1968).
Beginning at 9 p.m. June 28, In
“War,”" American actor
Tamblyn looks appropristely em-

as humanoid gianta bat-
tlo to the d.ul.h leaving Japan in
ruins again. "D«my All Mon-
sters” features Godsilla, Mothra,
and Rodan in its all-star cast.

& MAZH ART THEATRE

118 N. Main Street at 11 Mile,
Royal Oak. Pllms play through at
east Thursday, unless noted oth-
erwise. Call {810} 542-0180 for in-
formation and showtlmea. ($8.50;
$4 students and matinoe; $3
twvilight)

“Braveheart” (USA - 1993).

Moe] Gibson bath directs and stars

in this eplc saga of tho fegendary
Scottlsh warrior who united warr-
ing clans egainst tho English.
Longand bloody Jta still packs
a0 modmul punch.

Bridges of Madi:
Countv" (USA 1995), Bkwu
cism grooted Clint Eastwood

James Waller's much-loved,
equally maligned novel to the
screan, bat [t's not bed atell,
Meryl Eunp plays the Jows hm
wﬂa whowe chance encounter wi

'ond) changes hnpllhf:fm.

but unapproachable Bea-

blossoms. He learna that a way
with words can be a marvelous
way to @ woman's heart.

““The Postman (IL Postino),” &
M&rﬂmu Films release, is mted
PG.

B T S

bergh and actor Peter Gallagher. :
When a man returns homoto ..
Austin, Texas, he reallzes that
things have changed and he 3 1
doemtknowwhowtm t.

gstock: The Movie” (USA -
1995). RuPaul, Lypsinka, Crystal =
Watera and Dece-Lite aro among
the luminaries who celebrated the
10th anniversary of Wigstock last
year, The multi-media event, n
glamorous drag version of Wood-
stock held in New York City, is
chronicled in this acclalmed now
documentary. Starts Friday.

8 MAPLE THIATRE
4135 W, Meple, Bloomfleld. All
titles play through at least next .
Thursday. Call (810} 855- DO‘JOfnr -
Information. ($6; $2.95 twilight)
“Bravoheart” (USA - 1095), See
Maln Ast Theatre lsting above. =1\
*“The Bridges of Madizon -
County” (USA - 1095), Sca Mnln
Art Theatre listing ahove,
““The Underncath” (USA -
1985). Sce Main Art Theatrs llil.~
ing sbove.

& RSDFORD THEATRE :
17360 Lakser, Dotroit. Call (313}
537.2560 far Information. ($2.50) ~

*The Searchara" (USA - 1056},
8 p.m.June 23; 2, 8 p.m. Juns 24
{organ overture begins o half hour
before showtime). John Ford di-
rected and John Wayne stars in
this influential wostern about &
canflrmed Indian hater who leads
tha search for his kidnapped
nleco. A muat-see on tha big -
screea.

B TOP OF Ti4S PARK
Froo movies atop the roof of the
Pawer Center Parking Structurs;
Ann Arbor, Movica begin at dusll‘
Juns 22 — "“Tha Africen
Queen™ (UBA - 1951), Bogla lnd M
Hepbum roll down tha river.
June 28 —~ Dr. Bsuss Night
with *“The Cat In tho Hat" and
“The Lorax,”
June 26 — “Rio Grande™ (USA'
- 1950), John Wnym {nJobn I-‘md

wostern
June 27— "Ytlleubuu 4
rine” (Britaln - 1968). The Bea. *

iiny

tles meet peychedelic animation.’
Juns 28 — lane” (USA -
1880), Gagn fly fast and furious in

this spoof of dlsaster movies,
'Y 5.



