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Punt, pass, kick winners

¢ might bo baseball season, but the aport wes
E footall when the North Farmington-Weat
Bloomficld Vikings held their recent punt,
pass and kick competition.
Tho age-group winners were Chris Jones (8),
Eric Wrenn (9), Jeflf Marx (10), Rosa Ryan (11),

ton (14}

Trophies were awarded to the top threo finish-
ers, and all participants received prizes. The Vik-
ing plan to make the competition an annuat
event.

There are atill openings on the NFWB fresh-
man, JV and varsity teama. Anyono between the
nges of 8 and 14 who is interested in playing foot-
ball should call Lee Vincent (553-8915) or Jim*
Davey (681-8972).

The Vikings will play an cight-game schedule,
beginning Sept. 10 againat the Farmingtan Rock-

High School.

Fury holds second place
The Farmington Fury (17-10-4) has improved

gamen.

The Fury moved into second place with a 5-3-3
record behind the Saginaw Kickers, who lead the
division ot 8-4.

Farmington beat Saginaw twice this ecason by
the scoren of 1-0 and 2.1, The Fury has one more

three summet tournnments,
“] am pleased with the progress we've shown,"

up a division and, at firet, we weren't too happy
2bout it. But the guys stzpped up and want to
move up ognin Next BEASON.

“I'm happy for them becausc they've talked
about moving up all season.”

(Farmington eports information can be faxed ta the 0b-

453-2141)

et

Ryan Lewia (12), Ben Lucas (13} and Anthony Sil-

cts. Home games are played at North Farmington

its division standing by winning ita last two soccer

game against Novi next week before competing In

Fury coach Tom Faro said. *“The leaguo moved us
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Farmington talent
among area’s best

O'Bricn’s first team at Lady-
wood had only 45 membera, This
seanon, the Blazers had a turnout
of sbout 80, and it showed as thoy
finished 4.2 in dual meets and
won their first Catholic League
championahip in 11 years.

Ladywood finlshed fifth at the
reglonal and sent aix girls In sov-
en eventa to the stato meet.

Fcl;ihin efforts, O‘Briel:l. o histo-
ry and government teacher at Ann
Arbor Gabriel Richard, has been | G8Siiitrery: 7'“‘9"'“,,.' ;m'
nemed Observerland Coach of the prfyors . 3 suse U

BY STEVE KowALSKI
AND RICHIARD L. BHOOX
STAYY WRITZEN

When Bob O'Brien tock over a
struggling Livonla Ladywood
track program in 1993, he knew o
quick atart out of the gate was out
of the question.

Tho Blazers had to concentrate
on taking baby steps.

“It was frustrating, at first,”
sajd O’'Brien, 27. “For ths most
part, | hnd been a part of winning
teams end knowing we wouldn't
win at first was tcugh. But [ knew
1 was young cnough to weather

Year.

Lord top player
in Observerland

BY C.J. RISAK
HTAvy WRITKR

Three teams ranked among the
stato’s top six, four players listed in
Michlgan'a top t1.

Another typical, sveraga year in
gitls soccer for Observorlend.

Perhaps the only thing missing wan
a state champicnship. Plymouth Sa-
lem made It to the Clasa A final, but
the Rocks could not stop Birming-
ham Seaholm, losing 4-2. Which
means it’s been five years slnce o girls
team from this area haa relgned su.
prewe (in 1990, Livonia Stevenson
was champ).

Since then, it's been Eccentric-area
teams that have won every year. So
porhapa we should resurrect the Ob-
server ve. Eccentric all-star game,
discontinued a decade ago?

(Editor's note: It's the state high
school athletic association and its rule
forbidding underclassmen from com-
peting in such events that prevents us
from sponsoring it.)

That Class A dominance could
change in the very near future, con-
sidering this year's all-Obscrver
teams. Of the 22 players selected to
the first two teams, only 10 are sen-
jors. And of the remaining 12, thero
are threo freshmen and four sopho-
morcs.

‘Which mcans there’s n lot of young
talent developing In this arca, The
next fow years could be even better
than the past few,

Stiil, there wero a couple of losses
from this scason that must be ac-
k ledged. First and is the

In an arca loaded with soccer talent, North Farm-
ington’s Ali Lord was a standout. The senior for-
ward concluded her career with 104 goals and
made the All-Observer team a sccond time.

tho school's only girla coach in its
history. Johnson will coach ono last
peason of boys soccer, then it's off to
Flerida.

Also gono s ths last person to
coach an Qbserver-nrea girls soccer
team to a stato title: Mary Kay Hua.
sey. Personal problems caused Hus-
a2y to surrender her coaching position
at Stevenson in the carly stages of
this season.

Tho Spartans recovered, however,
to regain their status aa onc of the
atate's premier teams under the gui-
dance of Jim Kimble. A former player
ot 8 and Central Michi
University, Kimble had scrved os
Husscy's asslstant last year,

His performance as a coaching ro-
placement — after an 0-2 start, the
Spartons went 14-2-1 under Kimble
— earned him recognition as tho Ob-
server's coach of the year.

Here aro the 11 first-team selec-
tiona to tho all-Observer sqund.

ALL-OBSCRVER SOCCER

All Loed, Morth Farmington, senion Soccor
Is & toem sport, swro . . . and Lord was the
ind of player that dafiod that clalm. No other
sinpe player moant more to thol team than

ance eamod Lord the most valuabie playef
oword In the Western Lokes Activdties Assocls-
tion for 1he second stralght yeor, Lord finishod
het fous-yoor varsity carcet with 104 goals and
24 B3sists.

retirement of Salem's Ken Johnaon,

‘Boe SOCCER, 2C

BIARON LAMIEUNWSTAFY PHOTOGRAPHIR

Record setter: North Farmington senior Ali Lord surpassed
her own school record with 34 goals this year.

TRACK

FIELD EVENTS

John Gienn; 3. Manan Berg.
2ola

Loag jemp: 1. Morochl

ngion.

Coonen L

3055 ALL-CRSERVER
GIRLS TRACK TEAM

Bhot put: 1. Aksta Gordon, horth Fam-
Inglon; 2. Oaneede Robwnon, Weattand
Aymosh

Discwts 1. Devorse P, Horth Farmang-
fon; 2. Mam Waunnoch, Farmington: 3.
Angela Sman, Pymouth
Okwonatus,
outh Canton;, 2. Cowrtney Trown, Westiand
Jobn Ghenn; 3. Hoather Duwcar, Nortn Faem-

Wh ow: ). Ancivs Soyer, Faming:
1on; 2. theole Vantiews, Pymouth Sakem; 3.
w30ndsk, Uvona S1evenon.
RUNNNG EVENTS
110-moter erches: 1, Amy Durd, Fam-

Ss.

Rollerblade.
Bravoblade Jr,

the storm. ALL-AREA TEAM S > M

““The bigges: job Is trying to got 100 gask: |, Undsay Uvonla La-
a winning sttitude and keeping " ., S e e 1 Jonn
the kida around.” gt The senior vho 1 hended 10 We  { Crurcra, Becty

O'Brien I3 s 1986 graduate of Univorslty boskstbed - 200; 1. Dewon Kennedy, Farmington
Redford Catholic Central, where &’g’ﬁ‘{"m,m‘}‘,:ﬂm ki T Andence, Farm.
ho was a regional high jump nurdes (16.1). Sho epthntme | Doataywors 3 teooke
champion for coach Tony Megnl. state in the shot and fitth In the discus. 400: 1. Orve lah, Pymoutn
Following CC, O'Brien eaned a  She rectived Lhe Lady Riaider Cup a3 the Tracey Cavn, Prymoutn Canton: 3. Marcis
teeching degres from Franci ml:mﬁ%wmnum Pymasn Se-
University In Steubenvillo, Ohlo. Boo YRACK, 6C | tem; 2. kitve Guddngs, Pymouh Galer

All-Area gwards: Harrison senior Krista Snow anchored

y

Rollerblade.
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