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Michigan’s crown jewel
of parks — Isle Royale

awiftly over dry
leavea and grass
gave my wander-
ing attention to
foeal point.
Perched for bet-
ter than an hour
on a fallen
‘Tamarack over-
looking a fox
den, patience
was finally pay-
ing off.

A flash of orange and the tip of
a bushy tail crossed my peripher-
sl vislon, then a vixen was sud-
denly upon me. But I was more
startled then ahe.

Undaunted by my presence, she
proceeded to ths den-mouth and
offered a subtle feeding purr. In
8n Instant, the opening was alive
with bouncy young cubs — aix in
:lll - fighting for a nipple to suc-

e

So——t— in(a crackle of
N t
Wm'limm' tiny feet moving

Heart pounding . . . pulse rac-
ing. . . a broad amile crosaed my
(ace as my parental instincts in.
tervened.

Having hiked or hunted hun-
dreds of mlles of Michigan's
prized forests and woodlands,
never once had I witnessed such o
heartwarming display in nature,

The mother fox was in the pro-
cesn of relocating her cubs to o
new den, a defenaive ploy she will
carry out two or three times hefore
the cubs arc old enough to fend
for themselves. After o few min-
utes of nursing, she grabbed ono
of the cubs by the fur on the back
of its neck and trotted off to the
new den. The vixen returned cve-
1y couple of hours and repeated
the process until the entire litter
had been moved.

The cuba remained outside for
a few minutes following their
mother's departure, frolicking and
exploring the immedinte sur-
roundings of their now world be-
m-nlh the, golden warmth of the
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jor, Isle Royaloe Ia
I)y bont or sea plane only. The is-
land is roughly 50 miles long and
nine miles wide., Travel on and
around tho island Is by foot or
boat with camplng, hiking, back-
packing, canocing, kayaking, fish-
ing and sightseeing odventures at
a premium.

Leaving the fox den behind, 1
trudged anxiously along the nar-
row trail winding through a birch
and fir forest above the rugged,
grey hedrock cliffa on the north
side of the lstand.

Twenty minutes down the path
and the faint sound of crunching
leaves once again stirred my at-
tention,

Anather fox? A beaver? A wolf?
A moose?

The uncertainty didn't lust
long.

A cow moose and her calf em-
erged from the nearby under-
brush, Browsing on grasses and
budding fir trees the duo ap-
proached with minimal caution,
glancing my way only when they
raised their heads to chew the en-
tree.

With camera clicking, I studied
their movements from close
range. Not until they wandered to
within 15 yards did I decide they
were a little too close for my com-
fort and high-tailed it back to the
trail.

A wilderness paradise
It backpacking or conocing is
your forte, you'll be right at home
on Isle Royale. Group and indi-
vidual campsites are scattered
throughout the island on o first-
come, first-served  hasia, The
hackcountry area of the island is
rough and rugged. Hikers and
backpackers should be well pre-
pared for rough terrain and incle-
ment weather,
1f you prefer the more pamper-
ing nccammodations National
Patk Concessjons Inc. offer rooma
at Rock Harbor Lodge as well as
ing cabins, a restau.

Then, one
by one, they  retreated to the safe-
ty of the den.

This was Isle Royale National
Park nt ita finest.

A crown jewel

The state’s only national park
and certalnly the jewel of Michi-
gan's crown, lIsle Royale is

.551,000 acres, including water, of
:unspelled pristine

wildernesa.
‘There are no roods an the island,

‘but hikers and backpackers can
‘explore over 164 miles of foot

teailn,
Located 56 miles off the north.
Peninsu-

rant, a marina and a store. Park
rangers conduct nature hikea and
slide shows as well as guided
sightsceing baat trips. Many of
the trails are self-guiding with na-
ture interpretive signs posted
along the way. Fishing charters
head out into Lake Superior daily
in persuit of some of the lake
trout that provide a world-class
fishery around the ialand.

Anglers are urged to report their
success, Questions and comments
are also encouroged. Send infor-
mation to Outdoors, 805 E. Maplc,
ermmgham Mi, 48009. Fax in-
ion to (810) 644- -1314 or call

Iml Parker evenings at 901-2573.

A limited number of mem-
berships have opened up
atThe Heathers Club
in Bloomficld Hills,
You can take
advantage of this
opportunity and
join the private
club that's the alk
of the town.Play a
champlonship nine
hole golf course pat-
terned after Scottish

links. Enjoy a2 Club House
with dining room/ bar/
grillc and proshop, Other
facilitles indude poel with
enormous sun deck and
tennls counts. Planned
soclal activies offer a
chance to meet some great
fricnds, Best of all, they'it
tailor a payment plan just

Golfers-
Save time
and money.

for you or you'll reccive a
big reward for cash mem-
berships. Get o a full
scason of golfing
by calllng now.

d « Tee times readily
available

*Two hour play

time from dawn

* Payment plans for
family and corporate
memberships

Call Ronda Jemison for a
tour.(810) 334-9770

Located off Square lake
Rd. between Opdyke
and Adams inThe
Heathers Community in
Dicomfctd Hills.

OUTDOORS CALENDAR

ARCHERY

W BOWHUNTER 3D

Detroit Archers will hold a
bowhunter 3D shoot beginning at
9 a.m. Sunday on its walk-
through range in West Bloom-
field, (810) £61-9610,

FISHING CLUBS

B MICHIQAN FLY FIBHING

‘The Michigan Fly Fishing Club
meets ot 7 p.m. the firat and third
Wednesdays of each month at
Livonia Clarencoville Junior High
Schoo, (810) 478-1404.

# FOUR SEASONS

The Four Seasona Fishing Club
meets 7:30 p.m. the first Wednea-
day of each month at the Maple-
woor Center in Garden City, 477-
3816.

& METRO-WEST STEELHEADERS
Metro-West Steelheaders meets
at 7:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday
of each month at Gerden City
High School, 420-2965.

FISHING
TOURNANMENTS

a BASS MASTERS

‘The Onkland Bass Masters will
hald an open tournament on Lake
St, Clair beginning at 6 a.m. Sun-
day. Entry deadline is 10 p.m, Fri-
day, (810) 542-5254.

IMPORTANT
DATES
B EEAR

June 30 is the deadline to apply
for a fall bear hunting license.

o STURQEON

Lakse sturgeon season opens July
1onthe Great Lakes and con-
nectlng watera,

SHOOTING
SPORTS

E SPORTIKA CLAYS

Hunter's Ridge Hunt Club in Ox-
ford will host the Jeep/Field &
Stream Claybird Classic sporting
clays regional and national tour-
naments on Saturday and Sun-
day, respectively. Saturday’s re-
glonal competition is an open
cvent. Prercgister by phone at
(810) 628-4868. Sunday's national
finals are open to publie viewing
end there will be no admission
fee. Hunter's Ridgo is also hosting
a charity ahoot for Childrens Hos-
pital on Friday.

W MUZZLELOADER 8HOOT

Arca muzzleloader enthusiasts
can sharpen thelr shooting skills
when the Linden Sportamen's
Club hosts its 14th annual fun
shoot beginning at 9 o.m. Sunday,
(810) 676-6671.

METROPARKS

# BETROPARK REQUIREMENTS
Most Mctropark programs are
free, while some require a nomi-
nal fee. Advanced registration and
a motor vehicle permit are re-
quired for all programs. Call the
respective parks, toll free: Steny
Creek, 1-800-477-7756; Indian
Springs, 1-800-477-3192; Kena-
ington, 1-800-477-3178.

BYOVLOT

MHATURE PROGRAM
A half-hour nature program for
¢ children will be held at 1 p.m.

each Sunday during June, July
and August in tho Tot Lot at In-
dian Springs

@ NATURE STORYTIME
Preschoolers can learn about ani-
mals and nature through stories,
songs srd games during this 45-
minute program, which begins at
10:30 e.m. Friday at Kensington.

8 WEATHER OR NOY

Learn how to identify different
cloud formatlons and how
changes in barometric pressure,
wind direction temperature and
humidity can all be used to fore-
cast weather during this program,
which begins at 10 a.m. Saturday
at Kensington.

H INVESTIQATING INSECTS

A short indoor discusslon on how
to identify different types of in-
sects followed by a trip into the
field to catch and observe insccts
begins at 1 p.m. Saturday at Indi-
an Springa.

1 BOUNTIFUL BUTTERFLIES

An indoor discussion folJowed by
an outdoor hike to learn all sbout
hutterflies begins at 2 p.m. Sun-
day at Kensington.

@ FUNGUS AMONG US

Leam to identify some of our
more common fungi, learn their
life storica and then learn the
folklore surrounding them in this
program, which begins at 2 p.m.
Sunday at Kensington.

OAKLAND
COUNTY PARKS

1 COUNTY PARK REQUIREMENTS
Advanced registration is required
for all nature programs at Ozk-
1and County Parks. Call (810)

625-6473 to register or for more
fnformation.

S SUPER NAYURAL SATURDAY
Learn some of the “'star” myster-
fes in this astronomical program,
which begins et 1:30 p.m, Satur-
day at Independence Onh.

¥ EARTHLY CZLEBRATION

Join Patty Clark in celcbrating
appreciation for the natural world
through storles and songs in this
program, which begins at 3:30
p.m. Sunday at Independence
Oaka.

0 QYPSY MOTH PRIMER

Join Carol Lenchek, coordinator
of the Oakland County Gypsy
Moth Suppression program, in an
informative program about the
Gypsy Moth beginning at 7 p.m.
Thursday, June 28, at Independ-
ence Onks,

STATE PARKS

# TAKE A FRIEND

FISHINQ CLINICS
Weekday fishing clinics run
through Aug. 18 st various state
parks in southeastern Michigan.
Weekday sessions begin at 6:30
p.m. each day. Weekday clinics
will be held Mondays at Maybury
State Park in Northville, (810)
349-8390; Tucsdays at Pontiac
Lake Recreation Area in Water-
ford, (810) 666-1020; Wednesdays
at Island Lake Recreation Area in
Brighton, {810) 229-7067; Thurs-
days at Seven Lakes State Park
in Fenton, (810} 634-7271; and
Fridays at Proud Lake Recreation
Arca in Milford, (810) 685-2433.
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