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At Home |

reer

When my dryer
quit drying 1 called &
eccvice man to repalr
1t. All he did to fix
the problom was re-
move a blrd's nest
from [nalde the vent
line. He tald my bus-
band to replaco the
plastle veat lno with
salid aluminum llne,
The dryer now works
fine, but will this
change to metal vent line prevent the
came occurrence?

Many th da of h go
through this same problem ecvery year
and the majority are using the old
alinky type dryer vent line. The reason
the birds like it so much is because it
hes folds and crevices in it that can be
stretched to form a pocket where they
can build their little homes. They like
the heat [actor, which allows mama bird
ta leave the pest and take a cruiso while
the eggs are still kept warma. 1t is a sad
day, though, when little children ob-
serve the service technician remove a
pest with little eggs or birda in the peat.
That happening can be etched in the
mind forever.

In most cases, the old style solid met-
al vent line will prevent the nest be-

Replace plastic vent line with aluminum
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causo it is smooth and isn't golng along
with nature.

Your queation belps me bring up an-
other factor. In the pant year, 47 major
newspapers acrosa the country had my
face plastered acrosa their front pages
with the caption, “Your dryer is a tick-
ing time bomb.” The story was about
how many house fires there are in the
United Statea every year (more than
13,000) caused by the clothes dryer. It in
finally agreed by many — the guvern-
ment, manufacturers, underwriters, firo
commissions, even the vent line pro-
ducera themselves — that the majority
of these fires aro caused by the use of an
improper vent line.

When I say “improper vent line,” I
mean the plastic Mexible vent line that
has been used by the majority of bome-
owners for more than 20 years, Just
think of the tragedy that has occurred
because consumers weren't aware. [ ask
you to cut out this column and keep it
to help someone who may not have
beard of this story.

A restriction to the air movement
that travels through your dryer to the
outaide will cause a lint buildup inside
the dryer, which can then be an ignition
point. It is &3 siople as that, and [ have
secn it happen meny, many times.

Common sense says that the old-

E The state construction
code now says thatin new
nrome construction or
home renovation you
must use metal vont line
to vent your dryer.

fashioned solid aluminum vent line has
no ridges and is amooth and will let the
air, plus the lint, go to the outaide in a
much casier fashion. The plastic or the
tinfoil with ridges will only help create
this ticking time bomb becauso of the
designated obstacle it presents to
amooth air (low. The buildup of lint in-
side your vent line occurs rapidly and
that gives you sufficient reatriction to
air m t ing lint buildup in-
side the dryer. Believe mo, (olks, when 1
tell you that this causes a fire, and also
believe that it is responsible for more
than 70 percent of the service calls ren-
dered on clothes dryers. If air can't
move to the outaide aa it is supposed to,
the inside of tho product runa under ex-
treme high heat conditions and causea
premature failure of drum rollers, belta,
bearings, seals, motars, ctc. Also, the
dryer consumes more of your dollars to
operate because it takes much longer to
dry aload.

The state construction code now says
that in new home construction or home
renovation you must use metal vent
line to vent your dryer, The Maytag Co.
snys on a waming ticket attached to ita
products, “Do not use plastic or tinfoil
vent line.” The Appliance Doctor says,
“[ have heen an expert witneas in scver-
al lawsuits across this country sgninst
those who wouldn't listen to reasan.
They instatled plastic vent line, u fire

Students from the Center for Creative
Studies Induatrial Design Department
ezhibited their fumniture desizns ot the
NeoCon "95 World's Trade Pair, the an-
nual intemnational conlercnce and cxpo-
sition of the Internationat Interior De-
sign Association.

The falr took place in Chicago last
N week. It in the first year that CCS had a
| display booth of ita own at NeoCon.
Last year CCS studenta participated as
part of the Steelcass exhibit.

CCS showed 50 to 60 full-seale furnl.

resultod and tragedy happened. Some
very blg nts wero ded to
homeowners.”

You will find tkis plastic vent line
utill available in many atores, but it ix
the responalbility of these people to
help educate the buying public. Meijer
and Damman stores have notices poat.
ed in their vent line departments to
warn consumers of what s proper to
vent yout clothes dryer.

Proper venting of your dryer is an
cawy, do-It-yourself job with all the ma-
terial available at your locel herdware
store. ‘Tako a string and measuro how
many feet you need from the back of the
dryer to the flapper piece in tho wall.
Buy the needed amount that comes in
two-foat sections and couples together
very casily. Wrap the jointa with duct
tape, don't uso screws, and make sure
you bought the necded clbows to go
around the corners. When you aro done,
and have used two clbows in the sys-
tem, your vent line shouldn't be any
longer than 14 fect from the dryer to the
outside,

Oh, | almost forgot to tell you: The
bird got in through the flapper outside,
and that might be prevented by making
sure the flapper is free of lint and closes
property, Don't forget, folks, that you
still have to clean out the vent lins oc-
casionally even though you'ro now us-
:{ls the solid aluminum proper vent

ne.

Joe Gagnon, the Appliance Doctar,
will answer your questions about main-
taining and repairing large applionces.
Gagnon is president of Carmack Appli-.
ances in Garden City and does o weekly
radio program on WJR-AM. He is au-
thor of “First Aid from the Appliance

Doctor,” ilable at area b 23

CCS students show
work at trade fair

H‘You aro not Invited to
NooCon unloss you are
qualifiad. This show Is for
the cutting edge and fu-
ture of fumiture design.’

Bill House
chair of industrial design

ited at NeoCon wero Kristyn Koth and
Jason McCombe of Farmington Hills,
M Voorhels of West Bloomfield,

[ ture pieces, 12 interior and exter
dels, and 20 maquettes, (rom 31 stu-
dents. The :iﬂ:phy includod idestions,
ketches and photographs d ting
the pi of ting the p
*“You are not invited to NeoCon un-
lesa you are qualified. This show is for
the cutting edge and future of furniture
design,” sald Bill House, chair of indus-
teial design.

Avrmd

Among tho area studénta'whio exhib:”* Columbli, ' |

Greg Darby of Canton, Jason Coffer of
Troy, Patrick McDonald of Birming-
ham ond Jesus Pinoy of Plymouth,

In sdditlon to CCS, six other schools
exhibited at this s cvent — the
University of Michignn, Michigan Stats
University, Ball State Unlversity, the
University of [Hlinols-Chicago, Northern
TMinols and the Univoraity of Missouni-
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