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At Home

Visit to rare plant nursery

By ManrTy Fictey
STANy WRITIR

Never on Sunday, 50 says the sign to
the entrance of the Saguaro Rare Plant
Nutuery, 470 W. Five Mile, Whitmore
Lake.

Visitors are welcomed other days of
the week, [ p.an. to duak Thursday and
9 am. to 5 p.m. Friday-Saturday, April
through October. Call (313) 449-4237.

This unusuai enterprisc is a little out
of the way, but the trip is well worth it.
Take [-96 west to 23, then south on 23
to Exit 50 (Six Mile) to a stop sign.
Turn right, then proceed to another
stop about 100 yards away. Turm left on
Whitmore Lake Road and proceed two-
thirds of a mile to Five Mile. To the
right is a Baptist church. Watch for the
Saguaro sign. Turn right on Five Mile,
which is & county lane with an allee of
Lrees. It dead ends into the nursery.

“This nursery has grown as quickly as
the planta it eells. Richard and Raven
Tuttle began the business in 1974 and
operated out of a store front They
received potitive publicity and the rest
is history.

The present location is atill growing
and tho Tuttles plant to double in size

thelr exotic array of indoor plants and
give instructions for their care. For in-
atance, they let cacti go dormant in the
wintertime.

“That's a real essential thing, a cool
sunny windowsill with a south or west
exposure (cast is OK) is best,” Richard
Tuttlo said.

“Deon't overwater, especially in No-
vember, December and January. The
smaller planta (eight inches) may need
water three times then, but larger ones
(12 inches in circumference) may need
none at all. Resume watering in early
February and put them In a sunny spot
20 they'l] start to come out of their doz-
mancy. Slowly pick up the watering. In
summer they can dry out in two hot
days 8o must bo watched, especially if
they're outdoors. It ia virtually impoasi.
ble to overwater when they’re outside In
the sun. Une a weil-drained sail miz™

Variety

One greenhouse contained the eacti,
which were overflowing beyond the
doors. Succulent wreaths aro the apeci-
slty of the businesa. Many varicties of
ferns (Richard has a master'a degreo in
b dying ferns from the Univer-

this year. They specialize in desert
plants (cacti and succulents), carnivo-
rous planta, water lilies and other pond
and pool plants, rain forest apecimens
{bromelinds, orchida) and many tropi-
cal plants. They are still known for

“sity of Michigan), an amray of jade

plants — some with leaves curied to-
gether — a silver dollar jade with light
green leavea with maroon edges, Irish
Rose — which looks like a houso leek
fram the Alps (where hens and chicks,
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Unusual enterprise: Raven and

Richard Tuttle sell many unu-
sual and rare plants.

Crassauls, originated), Ice Plant with
yellow blooms and much more. These
are avaiable now [rom stock plants they
propagate as well as the hundreds of
diah gardens thoy create.

Tho mosat expensive plant is a $450
Ponytail palm about 30 years old that
can sumner outside and be kept in-

worth the trip

doors in the wintertime. It is slow grow-
ing ond Iz a native of the Sonaran

ort.

“It 1w probably the sturdieat plant
you can grow indoor.”

Other plants with unusual ferms
catch the oye and would make Interest.
ing additions to a collection.

‘Their ial buni

ing.

“We dldn't want to do just ANY
perennials, rock garden plants and sl
pines have the same appeal aa succu-
lents which is what wo started with.™

Alpine highs

Alpines scem to fit the niche, The
shapes are more compact, more gem-
like; they're more miniature; and they
think it’s fun to work with them and
have been doing so for the past 3-%4

is expand-

years,

An we strolled through the extensive
display gardens I was struck by the un-
usual variations in shapes and colors of
theso nlpinea, Lewisias and othera are
grown - from sced. Raven spotted o
lewisia in bloom and was cxcited aa
though [t was the first time she had ex.
perienced it. Their enthuslasm s conta.
gious!

“Lewlisias are one of the neateat rack
gorden plants, nomed after Lewis and
Clark who found {t."
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LOOK BEFORE YOU SLEEP

WE have the most uniguely beautiful, extremely sturdy and

remm'ﬂly affordable beds in the world. FREE WITH PURCHASE

CHOOSE FROM: ARKLA, MHP, BROILMASTER,
PRO CHEF, STERLING, WEBER & MORE!
BROILMASTER GAS GRILLS
IN-GROUND DELUXE NATURAL GAS BBQs
DA Natural gas with post - now $479
D3 Natural gas with patio base - now $519 §

D4 Natural gas with post §
now $399% |

D4 Natural gas with patio base - now $449 i

cooking grids, grates, burnors & more §

SAVE 20%mamyp

ncausng A, Chartrod, Charmgiow, Sears.
Suntamd, More Driyg in meel # Lo okd pats

Exqulsite details and fine craftsmanship make ¢ach
fron-gun-metal and brass bed a family heirloom. We offer over 50
different deaigns, 35 custom finishes and dovetall cast stec?
frames; guaranteed for your lifetime and your childrens® I{ctimest
Visit us before you buy: you'll appreciate the difference.

CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE BROCHURE
Mlichigan’s Exclusive Distributor for Bruss Beds of Virginia

vy BRASS &IRON

e BEDS
{313) 451.7181 {810) 858-2337

Hours: #Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Thura. 10 am.-8 p.m.; Sun. Noon-5 p.m.

7% B RAN ETACIT AT MRS
NODRITIR




