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plants, such as saxifrapas, sedums,
semperoviduma, oenotheras, eriogo-
numa and the like can make it through
cold Michigan winters. They do need a
little peotection in the winter — burlap,
balea of hay, o picce of glasa over the
top all work well.

The trick to alpine gardening Is to
pick the right plant, Richard sald.
When I asked how to care for a trough
garden, ho replied, "Water If it a
drought period — no rain for four to five
days — otherwise wo dan't really water.
And we loliar feed infrequently with a
diluted solution.”

All the gardena are fertilized begin-
ning in March with a low-nitrogen ferti-
lizer, then o time-releaso fertilizer is
used. Water is given regularly during
the summer months.

Unusual

Unusual trees and shrubs are another
passion. Weeping Katsura, unusual
varictiea of common trees such as car-
pinus (Ironwood), Haleain (Silverbell}
Quercus (Enflish Oak) and Ginkgo bio-
Iaba. Richard explained that the Gink-

go is o classic survivar, not only the last
of the genus, but the last of the whole
order of this type of plant, 8 very primi-
tive plant botanically.

“This was around during the time of
the dinosaurs and would have gone cx-
tinct if )t hadn't been grown In the tem-
ple yards in China."

In addition to all of the above, several
ponds are on the property and pond
plants such aa pitcher plant, heather,

1 ginger, panulas {lots of
them), Jack-in-the-Pulpit relatives, bog
roaemary abd more ere growing nearby
with plants with like needs grouped to-
gether, They carry 20 kinds of water 1il-
iea, gr , sedgea, hyacinths, water
fettuce, variegated iris, Japancso water
iris — the list gocs on and on. Seven or
cight species of bamboo are also avail-
able as are many gongeous varictics of
dwarf conifers, all on display.

Starting point: The business started with succulents.

plies on a regular basis to busineaaca.
She tes large ts in the
European styls, which means they
aren't florist arrangements but are more
open and free looking. Theso aro deliv-

d to

Rare Plant Nursery has participated in
the ROPARD show at Meadow Brook
in Rochester and st the Ann Arbor
Flower Show, as well as other shows.
Lant year they won a gold mctal at the
Cincinnati Flower Show.

ered Mondays and are g
last the whole week.
Richard’s atudenta from Matthaei

Another b of the cnp
couple is cut flowers that Raven sup-

Botanical Gardens come ta the green-
house and gardens to leamn. Saguaro

“\We felt very honored when Martha
Stewart gave a class at that show and
told everyone to come and lock at our
display.”

Get This.

Observer & Eecentric

“Thero 18 1 ono-trme $40 SLIP upprade foe.

but boy! s worth it to ger On Lne!

This little hunk of software is only $19.95* 2 month.
Or if you want to really save money—$190 a year.
Whichever.

£ Because what you have when you get O&E On-Line! is terrific,
858 For starcers there ate no time limits; thac’s like renting a car wich
unlimited mileage! And there aren't any bourly charges lurking
in the bushes eicher. Plus you have full access to all the great
computer stuff you've read about in those computer magazines
they keep sending you; Inteenet, the World Wide Web,
computer shapping, chat groups, games...we could go on and on.
Just one more ching, you're going to love the high speed, high
resolution of O&E On-Line! )
So if you're ready, we're ready.
Call us.

) . 313-953-2266
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