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Sowerby

from page 1A

Sowerby, 61, was appolnted to
{lll a tarm on the city council and
ran unsuccessiully. Sowerby op-
posed the charter chango that
calls for a directly-olected mayor,
but sald becauss of tha change, it
was all the more important that
tho firat dlrectly-elected meyor
wttbe tone.

momber runs midway in his term,
the council, rather than the vot-
ers, would welect the person to
sorve out that term,

“They're stunned to hear that,”
ho eald. “The council juat didn't
think thia through. It's something
wo noed to nddress.”

havo
complained’ that if a councll

Schools hoping to get bundle of cash

BY SANDIA ARMBRUSTER
HTAry Warren

A $400 million recommended
peyaut to 81 schools dlstricts in
Michigan could be *absclutely
devastating to the state,” accerd.
Ing to John Truscott of the gover-
nor's office.

The state Court of Appeals in
expected to ruls soon on a media-
tor's recommendation that could
roturn 8400 million to the dfa-
tricts, including many in the area.

Truscott said tho state doesn't
have encugh money anywhers in
its budget, and that cuta would
have to bo made, or “we would
have to ralse taxes, and that just
isn't going to bappen.”

Waltlng for action on the rec.
ommendation is Judy Whits, as-
sistant superintendent for curric-
ulum of Farmi Public

C 4 Jon Grant, who
pulled out of the non-partlsan

end up getting windfalls (of mon-
ey), although a lot of hype hap-
pena.”

Topping the list of arca dis-
tricts and their expocted payouts
are Birmingham with $17.3 mil-
lion, followed by Troy with $16.9
mlllion and then Fi an

mayoral race, sald he had not ex-
pectod Knollenberg to make an
endorsement.

“I'm also surprised that Joo has
gotten Involved In local polltics,”
Grant said,

Councilman Aldo Vagnozzl,
who Is the only announced oppo-
sitlon to Bowerby now that Grant
has pulled out, sald endorsements

wo'ro not plugging any of that
maney into our long-term plans.”
The varfance in amounta dis-
tricta are to receive (s duo to when
they Joined the suit, according to
Bloomfield Hills attorney Dennls
Pollard, who Is legal couneel to
Ingh West Bloom-

Rochester with $16.7 million’
each,

Other area districta and the
projected emounts they would
recelve Include: Avondale, $3.6
million; Lake Orlon, $3.2 million;
Novi, $4.6 million; Oakland Inter-
mediate School District, $5.6 mil-
llon; Southfield, $9 million; South
Lyon, $3.3 million; Wallod Lake,
$8.6 milllon; end West Bloom-
flold, $9.1 milllon.

“Technically it's $8 million
that we would receive,” sald Ron

i Southficld School Dis-

Schools.

“Wo handle everything very
cautlously,” White said. “Rumors
are rumors and wo do not usually

CLARIFICATION

The nanen of Daniel Maclver,
Steven Maki, and Mark Mall-
nowaki wore inadvertently omit-
ted from tho list of 1995 graduates
of Clarenceville High in a story in
the June 22 Observer. These threo
seniors did, indeed, recelve thelr
diplomas Juno 16.
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PREVENTING
WHIPLASH INJURIES

hamess should just aflow free access
0 the controls.

As for the hesd rest, R 3houid
touch the center of the back of your
hesd. It should not Crache your head
from below.

The headrest should be austed
agch time a different person
occupies & seat. ®
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trict director of finance, “but

the

field and Pontinc districts. “The
majority joined in 1986. Somo
jolned in the wake of the Robin
Hood {(school legislation) in
1990,” ho said.

That Jegislation rediatributed
achool funds throughout the
state.

Lawsults were filed based on
what Pollard said was the state's
non-compliance with the Headlee
Amendment to tho state constitu-
tion, approved by veters in No-
vember 1978. That's the date to
which the suits ask restitution;
however, more than another $100

by state or natlonal candidates
pometimes backflre. Vagnozsi,
who campaigned for Jack Mac-
Donald in an unsuccesaful bid for
judge, sald many people he tatkod
to resentad that type of endorse.
ment,

“He (Knollenberg) doesn't live
in l’-th: community,” Vagnorxi
naf

million could ba added for the
last two years.

“Thoy owa us the money,” sald
Ronald Miller, deputy superin-
tendent of the Bir L

@ deliberate pattern of avoidance,
and this (recommendation) is the
final vindication of that.”

He explained that the Headleo
A 1 d to

M ‘Frankly, 1 beilovo
Paul represonts tho
kind of psrson wo
neod as a mayor. Al-
though | don't always
endorse, itdoesn't
mesa | won't endorae
in gome raco across .
the distsiet.’

Joe Knollenberg
U.S. congressman .
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“ft's far from over,” DeWitt
sald. He predicted the case will go
to the Michigan Supremes Court,
if the pppeals court ng:rm with
the dation o

School District.

At {ssuo is non-funding of man-
dated school programs, primarily
special education and special ed-
vcation transportation. “They
have to quit the unfunded mon-
dates. They just can't pass all
that back to the schoot districts,”
Miller added.

Truscott, noting thet there
have been changes in the way ed-
ucation s funded in the state,
said thet “apecisl education —
from our perspectiva — hss been
fully funded. Michigan has spent
more than the national average
... We'vo been very generous.
Funding has been fair.”

Pollard argued that “there was

was
“control the level of taxation,

* (but) one way to alip past wao to

stop funding programs or order
the local unit of government to do
without funda.™

Ho called it “playing games,”
addlng that the “data is all n.”

Chris DeWitt of the state Attor-
ney General’s Offico, which repre-
sents tho state board of educa-
tlon, doesn't agree.

“Qur position is that opecial
education funds — and the bulk
of the money is special education
funds — are a federal require-
ment, not a state requirement.
Therefore, they're not a require-
ment under tho Headlea Amend-
ment.

apecial
master (an O!d English term)
James Mies, who was assigned to
help with the fect-findIng.

The case has been befors the
bigh court before, Pollard said,
adding that this result is “what
was ordered to happen.” !

But will achoo) districts ever
sce any of the money? “We'll be
lucky to see it happening.” Miller

said.

Should the court decide in favor
of tha ochool districts, future
state aid budgets would be affect-
ed, according to both Truscott
and Pollard, .

Contributing to this story were
Wayne Peal, Tom Baer, Greg Ko-

walski and Alice Collins.
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Ithough a lot of my friends live down south, 1 wanted to be

[ own my home and
. and have access to
health care services.

here, close to my family. One day, my son told me about
the independent life-style at Botsford Commions in

Farmington Hills. When he showed me the new homes in the
beautiful, wooded setting, 1 had no problem deciding.

Because I grew up in a small town, the private, full-service
community atmosphere really appealed to me. Everyone is so nice
here~my neighbor can't wait until the coffee shop opens.

Being able to own my home, without paying an entrance fee, was
very attractive to me. All of the condominiums and apartments
are designed with special features, such as an emergency call

service, for continued independence. At Botsford

Commons, my lawn maintenance and snow removal are
taken care of. And I can choose to purchase additional
amenities, including health care services, when needed.

1 don't think I could have found a nicer place. My
grandchildren love to visit too.

Reaching out to the people of our community.

1€ you would like to take a tour of Botsford Commons, just call Mary at
(810) 477-1646. Botsford Commons is located at 21350 Archwood Circle
(Orchard Lake Rd. off of Folsom), Farmington Hills, M 48336-4702.

Botsford Commons is affillated with Botsford General Hospital.




