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A stormy night: The wind that
blew off part of the roof of the Old
Orchard Theater in Farmington
Hills had firefighters busy on
other calls as well. /2R

Changes coming: A troubled
Farmington Hills restaurant will
stay open and will hire a consult-
ant to make changes in its opera-
tion. /3A

Any takers? Anyone wishing to
qhallcnée for a seat on the Farm-
ington City Council will have to
take on a total of 30 years of in-
cumbency. There'll be at least one
new council member after election
day, however. /8A

Transported: Guest columnist
Shirley Welch argues that public
transportation was better in the
good old days. /BA

Slurring: We all suffer from the
offensive slurs that appeared in a
high school yearbook, says colum-
nist Judy Berne. /6R

Merging Incomes: Columnist
Sid Mittra tells what happens to
the family bottom line when two
incomes become one. /8A
Businass declslons:  The Busi-
ness Milestones cclumn lists some
Farmington-area folks and firms
involved in recent activity. /6A
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Fabulous Fourth: Add new
twists to traditional side dis
back‘yard barbecue “oohs and
ahs.” 718

vor
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Pop the cork: Russian River pi-
ngta noir is at the head of its class.
/

ALLS & MAINSTREETS.
Fashlon Savvy: How much do
you really know about the way the
clothing industry works? Take a
stylish quiz to find out. /48
Crafty Critters: Animal lovers
will want to check out the cute and
corny replicas of their favorite col-
lectible creatures. /4B

Summer hockey: The Metro
Summer Hockey Le has com-
pleted it first week of play, and

;l;ecsca ring has

reached a zenith.
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By LARRY O'Connon
HTArY Warmrea

John Q. Public's phons will be
ringing and Farmington Public
Schools will be saying della.

The district wants to conduct &

urvey to find out how
poople think it’s doing. A telophone
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district to quiz public

What Is your opinion of the Farmington Public
Schoals? School cfMclals say they want to know.
You'll have a chance to speak your plece if you're
part of an upcoming school survey.

and mail poll will likely take place In
tho fal!.

1] 5

District officlals are talking to Pub-
lic Bector Consultants, » Lansing.
based public oplnion think tank, but
no decision has boen mado as to who
will do the survey.

A survey was suggested during the

recent Miasion 2007 strategic plan-
ning process. Some 103 action plans
have been approved by the Farming-
ton Board of Education.

With incroasing debate aver charter
schools and vouchers, public educa-
tion is {acing scrutiny. What's atir-
ring in the public's mind ls para-
mount,

“Peoplo in the competitive world
bave to know who their customers
are,” said Superintendent Bob Max-

field, “and make sure those custom-

ers are belng heard.”
Public opinlon wili likely be
|

Day camp fun I8 right on target

come
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anie Marcus, &,

from counselor Jessica Justus at one
(be{ow) looks like one kappy camper.

welghed in four areas: Parents, people’
without children in 'the publle
schaolu, ataff and greduste follow-wp. . *

Parcnts may bo ssked thelr vicws :
on haviog more schoots of choleo, all- ¢
doy kindergasten, additional -foreign
lsnguage , and on how to get -
more pocple favolved. - :

Puupls without children in the pub- |
lic schools, though, ar a key since
they account for 80 percent of the
population, They're the sllent majori-
ty, ezcept when it comes to mil
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Schools
on state
aid: wait
and see

BY LARRY O'CoNNOR
HEAYY WRITER

Insteed of pennies from heaven,
call them dollars from Lansing. And
they're not for spending.

Fermingon Public Schools could
be in line for $156.69 milllon after an
arblitrator recommended the state re-
turn that amount to the district,
mainly to cover its special education
costa,

“Seeing is belioving,” said Asaiat-
ant Superintendent for Finance
Cheryl Cannon. “When we soo the
:noney. « « 1t would be nies il we got
s

Farmington s one of several dis-
tricts [ovolved In a lawsult against
the state over unfunded mandatis.
Michigar Ccn=: of Appeals assigned
an arbitrstor to review the caso,

State Court of Appesls Ia expected
to rule scon on whether tho stats has
%o follow through on Lhc‘nr|hlt‘nmr'-

wl e
tumning $400 million to local districta.

State officiala contend special edu-
cation prograi:s aro federally man.
dated. If the sppeals court rules in
the district’s tavor, the matter is like-
1y to go before the Michigan Supreme
Court.

*The problem ia: Thero's only one
pot of money," Superintendent Bob
Maxfield asid. “On the other hand
there's an argument: 1f the state ends
up finding this money, does it como
at the expense of other programa?

“Those who have been st this fram
the atart are (sdamant): "It was our
money to start with.' ™ N

Qut-of-formula  districtr, like
Farmington, had to pay for sj«cial ed-
ucation programe from fooney ralsed
3 Toca) property taxes. After Propos-

A, Parnington now receives 53 per-
cent of its revenue from the atate.  *

The state ks not allowed to man-
dote programs without paying for
them, according to the 1078 Headlée

, Tax Limitstion amendinent.

Farmington spent 90 percent of the
$16.96 million on speclal education
programs. The rest covera costs for
driver's educstion, bilingual educa.
tion and Public Act 25,

Tho stato also reccived an unfavor-
!!_zh_ l‘-ullng_ l‘n a sult brought by the

fon Association over
Its decision to stop pro-paying lato
the employee retirement fund. The
state opted to pay as it goea.

As o result, districts sre walling to
e0c if there will be a reduction In stats

d. .
“They've got a couple of really mes-
sy lasues,” Maxfleld uid.

What' Cait ST ERSTTACEC R
S reeriuiprasesies  FARMINGTONFOCUS  (REMTIST ittt vt
w » T '"unm- will sarve a torm ending in 1998 *
AR
. m_n:ﬂw. ) N . - Holigay trash coilections
establ the "hst ke pubile be ttantlon, reaidenta of Parmington end
B e oamey oach oo ha Semer | A MO8t beautiful piace A""“"“"“"“, s
P Berbes, witich takes pluce most Wadnesdsye ary-Franoes Cimo, a recant tranzplant Refuse, recycling and compost will act be
+ T flan Franciseo, has been placed on cked up Tueaday, July 4. Because of the holiday,
T ouking of s Besammes Pizm Sartas, the oozt {be Pamlngion Hills Basutification Com- | 4o w; # collection vl take place oo Wedoes-
m-ﬁv acacd Beld — will be hedd 10 a2 | misslon by the City Council. o 'M..”‘ MMW"‘ urnday,
‘“B: , July 8, under tha bigteatin ¢ .. .1 Patmingtoa Hills e my bowe be- Friday's wo Saturday.
the Cuntar Wt cwrasa [t ie one of the reost besutifnl and verdant Ttems for Furmington be mailed to
Shap, Boap and Bell je fer thess ogs L8 axd un- | places | wrer come 1o bave seen {n the M- v Obeerver, 33411 Grand River,
dae. 1’ & place e soll or swep bweka or wat,” asid Clms in lvae lotter of appllostion ta the F €33%; fexnd 10 477-9722; or
teyn. Prasvgiatention lo Call 4794738 3 off at the newapaper office. For the computer li-
e Suimivse Pen Bariss vent wiil be held July z..u|mwummuwm4 tornse, 20e Jaternat K- mad addrees i 3
19 becanee then's Ehe wesd: tain and sehanos the sivireme of tha2 eity,” ale pecky(Roeontine.om.

——

Al



