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POINTS OF VIEW

‘We all suffer from offensive yearbook slurs

ated five or 50 years ago, you proba.
bly still have your class yearbook.
‘Thaot first summer out of high school
It may well have stayed on your night
table, the ever-ready-ta-mull-over, tan-
gible record of your high school days
that were so abruptly over,

E t doesn't matter whether you gradu-

In a way, it was a cort of security
tlanket to bridge that scary period be-
tween high school and the next phase
of life.

As you made your way in the world,
you kept it with you as part of that pre-
ciaus pack of keepsakea that defined
you as a person. Later, it became a
handy reference before those 10-year
reunions or whenever you came acrosa
the name or face of a clasamate you
couldn’t quite place.

As your children will tell you, the
haircuta date your era. (Oh Mommy! or
Look at Daddy!) And for you, the
handwritten meesages from classmates
jog memories.

Powers that be missing bus on transportation

ranspartation is supposed to

move people from place to place,
1t is supposed to be the link between
cities, making it possible for people to
have an intermingling civilization.

to where they need or want to go.

But two students st one of our finest
local high schools ruined that
experience for their entire cless when
coch cncoded a racia) slur in the
Lahser Class of ‘95 yearbook. By doing
20, they made turning its pages forever
hurtful for black students who make
up about B percent of the schoot. They
made the book forever distressing for
other minorities who attend Lahser.
And they made it forever bumiliating
for the white student majority.

The messages were written backward
in a section where students compose
farcwell remarks using codes and
slang. On a page full of teen jargon,
they escaped the acrutiny of achool of-
ficials wha now asy that section of the
book will be eliminated for future
classes.

The two racist insults were discov-
ered by DeShawn Rogers and a friend
who were going through a yearbook
voan alter it was distributed to the sen-
iorclass.

intercity rail transportation to the
northern auburbs and to the Ann Arbor
arcas.

No extensive schedules were needed
for the buses which ran on a continual
basis. If you missed one, you could feel

fident another would soon be com-

Big busi and g agen-
cies have delved into how public trans.
portation should be handled. The pow-
ers that be that make the decisions ap-
pear to be the typical “besn counters™
of the business world. They have total-
1y forgotten who and why a public
transportation system should serve.

A compatison of grtting around in
the metro ares in the 1950s and the
1990s i like comparing day and night.

1n the 19508 the arca was served by
three major systema: the DSR in De-
troit; the green buses of Greyhound
Suburban; and the bluc of the Down-
river Suburbian Line. There was also

ing. On those lines that were not quite
as extensively used, it was still possi-
ble to check posted schedules and
know when the next was to be expect-
ed.

The drivers were congenial and help-
ful. They took pride in their jobs and
came to know their regular p

B Two students at ons of
our finost high scheols ru-
Ined the yoarbook experl-
ence for thelr entire class
when each encoded ara-
cial sluz In the yearbook.

An irony is that one of the responsi-
ble students was on a field tip to the
Holocaust Memorial Center in West

‘The routes were many and easy to
reach. 1t was not necessary to have s
car to pet to public transportation.
But then the 19602 came, and
changes were fast and furious. Gone
were not only the middle-ol-the-road
atrect cars but even their electric-

{ed bus repl s. The un.
thinking policy makers ordered bigger
buses and cut schedules. They foolish-
ly thought one bus carrying more peo-
ple was a wiser move. They forgot the
whole purpose of why the systems were
created — to pet people moved about
the city,

Bloomfield when school officials
leamned of thy incident and tried to
contact him. A fusther irony is that the
school they sttend, part of the Bloom-
field Hills school district, was one of
the first school systems in Oakland
County to set up multi-cultural educa-
tion for steff and studenta.

Lohzer High School has an exchange
program with Detroit's Martin Luther
King Jr. High School. 1t offers an an-
nual retreat and weekly izsues groups.
And Bloomfield Hills elso is one of the
few public school systems in the coun-
try to require students to perform com-
munity service in order tu graduate.

DeShawn's dad, Dr. Eugene Rogers,
a vice president of the North Oakland
County NAACP Chapter, calls most of
the school’s programs window dressing
thet can't change attitudes. These two
students prove him right. But the
outcry from their classmates ssys oth-
erwise. So doea the outrage from every
corner.

As a result of the changes many peo-
ple could not keep jobs far from their
homes for if they missed a bua the
hour's wait for the next would rmake it
impossible to reach their work site ata
reasonable time to please a boss and
keep the job. The distance between
routes made it almost impossible to
reach a bus without havingaride ina
car to the bus line.

At the beginning of these ch a

play as the calleges they will attend ™

check their fina) grades. .
B Stories and editorials in local, state;
and nationa} press have od their -
actions.

8 The parents of both studenta srere P
devastated by what they did, one promi-
faing their son will receive counseling.
sccording to the Lahser principal. i
Dr. Rogers says, “This is not just of:
fensive to my son, but to all black ped:
ple” -
And a community affirms: This is of-
fensive tous all. -

field resident, is former editor of the
West Bloomfield Eccentric. Youcan
leave her a message from o Touch-Tene
phone at (313) 853-2047, meilbox 1997:

decisions people found bus transporta:
tion less and less a reliable source of -
mobility. Those who could not drive; or
could not afford cars, found themselves
uneble to obtain and keep jobs.

We do not nced bigger buses and
routes. The public needs more “{eeder’
lines and more frequent buses. The &
small SMART buses more than an-
swer than the problem. ARer all, if

wise men in the sutomotive industry

(Bob Irving, 8 newspaper writer) was
o} d i an i of

public train service. He had d

bas to drive a person a dis-
tance to catch a bus, then car transpor-
tation (which unfortunately for some is
not an option) would become the oaly .
public ation. Flexible times |

a plen for making use of existing but
unused tracks to make public trans-
portation more available and faster in
the growing metro area. No one paid
any attention.
As the years went by, more and mare

bus routes were combined and/or can-
celed. As a result of these front office

Notice all the “bargain* prices on '
gameroom equipment lately?

some stores lIke to agvertise inferior progucts
at very iow prices to get you in thelr stores.

Not Saffron, we offer quality products

at reasonable prices.

and routes must be considered if pub-
lic transportation is really being
sought.

Guest columnist Shirley Welch of Livo
nia is a retiree who cannct drive and |
depends on public transportationor - -
friends with cars for mobility. o
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