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POINTS OF VIEW

will be able to compe!l testimony and

Lawmakers wild with tough n

jchigan logislators are guing

nuts with their “tough new

taws" and “stiffer penalties™
bldding war.

No svoner does ono lawmaker con-
coct o new way to lengthen prison sen.
tences than another dreams up n new
crime. Stalking. LiRing occupationsl
licenses. Tuming misdemzanors into
felonies. Back-to-back prison terms

Of course, no one has the courage to
propose higher tazes to build and oper-
atd more prisons, or more ald to com.
munities for more cops to make more
arrests. The namo of the gamo (s put-
ting laws on paper.

The latest concoma ordinary citl-
zens, oven those of us unlikely to be
arrested. Senate Bill 85, as passed,
would allow county prosecutors to petl-
tion & court for l‘mlhoriugon to jasue

¥

chargo perjury or contempt.

Prosecutors can go “judge shop-
ping.” If a district judge rejocted a re-
queet for an investigative subpoena,
the prosecutor coutd try a circuit judge.

Wa're not talking about testimony in
a trial, where a bad guy has been
chargod, We're talking about the inves-
tigation of a possible felony. And we're
talking about prosecutors’ application
that would be exempt from the Froe-
dom of Information Act. (It's funny
haw any “reform” in Lansing scoms to
Involve an exemption from the FOI
act.)

Therv aro some protections {or nows
reporters tike mo, but they're of scant
comfort to citizens liko you,

You may ask, Whatever happened to
calling a grand jury? Doesn’t this
smack of awarding a prosecutor grand
juror powers for fishing expeditions?

Tho Houso passed tho bill 70 to 33,
which ia not a huge majority for a crime
bil}. Some of the more thoughtful new-
er membora of both parties objected vo-
cally in the June 13 House Journal.

Rep. Greg Knza, R-Rochester Hills,
who ranks tho constitution higher than
his party's platform: “Although the ori-
gins of the grand jury system are ob-

ew laws, penalties

time In 12th Century England to pro-
tect wi from the ined
power of the monarchy, which served
as the exscutive branch of govemment
at the time.”

Kaza sald the grand jury process pro-
vides all the Investigative tools a pro-
secutor neods. “I am eoncerned that
this legislation could pose a number of
serioun constitutiona problems . . . It
is also troubling to ponder that this
legislation could be used by the govern-
ment to harass and intimidate citizens
with political and relgious views op-
posed by tho authorities.”

Rep. Howard Wetters, D-Kawkaw-
1in, who shows an Increasing propensi-
ty to cut through bullfeathers and get
0 the heast of & mattes: “This bill will
allow overzealous Jocal prosecutors to
Tegally violate many of the constitu-
tional protections guaranteed by the

scure, it is clear that it emerged soms-

Bill of Rights. . .

“This bil! will allow local prosecu-
tors to bring in citizens off the street,
who have committed no crimo, and
question them about crimes that may
have been committed. I the law-abid-
ing citizen doesn't wont to comply with
the request, they become a ‘criminal’ in
the eyea of the [aw and can be fined
{$10,000) or imprisoned (one year) —
all this when the prosocutor has
charged no one with acrime. . . "

There were other good guys who
vated no, such as; David Gubow, D-
Huntington Woods; Tom Kelly, D-
Wayne; Deborah Whyman, R-Canton;
and Kirk Profit, D-Ypailanti.

By the time this column is printed,
Gov. John Engler will probably hava
signod the measurr, Wear hip boots.

Tim Richard reports on the local im-
plications of state and regional events.
His Touch-Tone voice mail number is
(313) 953-2047, ext. 1881,

LETVERS

A better way

e: Phil Power's bilingual column
R of Juns 16.

During World War [l and the
lotter part of the ‘403 when [ was in
school, children that were displaced
persons, unable to speak or understand
English, were placed in our classrooms
on a regular basie.

Within a period of a few montha,
these kids were speaking English well
- enough to keep up with tho class cffort.
The only special lexsona given to them
were an extra half hour every day after
school was over, in speaking English.

In fact after a fow months (about
two) these children were teaching their
parents to apeak and read English.

You see, they knew that they had to
master the English language if they
hoped to get ahead, so they did so ea-
petly.

Not so today. They feel its thelr right
to demand otherwine. That if they
don't make it, the government will
have to take care of them.

If ideology drives schools,

What an insult to millions of imml-
grants who have assimilated into the
American culturo and language and
have gone on to kelp build this nation.

Tho worst part of it all is that the

res and a time for raspberrics, a time
for *no” and & time for “yes.” This
time “no” was tho best answer,

By saying "'no” to additional gam-
Plin‘[ you hav: l_nvvd many peoplo from

American judiciary and g t
along with “teaching innovators” {lots
of empires built), are largely the guilty
parties in this dobacle.

Being a moderate conservative (not
ultra), I also lay o large share of blameo
at the feet of liberal and ultra-liberal

b in the educational
catablishment and among government
policy makers. Makes thom fecl good.

1 say this knowing you are a moder-
ote liberal and in no way is it my intent
to insult you. After all, wo are in sgreo-
ment here.

Tom Murphy, Farmington Hills

Thanks, guv

car Gov. John Engler: Congratu-
{ations for a job well done.
Thero is a time for strawber-

Moat of all you can Jook straight in
the eyes of anyone and everyone know-
ing you did what {s best really for ail
people of the state of Michigan.

Thern are lotteries (gambling) at
moat street comers now. To havo casi-
nos also will take away from lotteries,

Some may say, “With casinos people
would spend twice aa much in gam-
bling." That takes away money that
should be ussd for food and necessary
things of lifo. As you said, “Children
then suffer,” Detroit would then need
more policemen and on and on. You do
not judge a cake by its frosting.

Until people wish and love to live in
Detroit, the city cannot make a come-
back. Perhaps 8 simpte visit to Detroit
suburbs by its officiale would be in or-
der. Sce what they have over Delml!."

of dollars for a vacant lot in the sub-
urbs over buying in Detroit for less.

y?
Leslie E. Swanson, Farmington

Golng downhill
he city of Farmington Hills de-

? scrves much better than it has
in city government and city po-
tice, Just read the police and fire calls
Jisted in the Observer, which is a par-
tia! list, and you will begin to get the
picture.
~ I was born in this community in
1933 and have seen it decline through
the years as a good and safe place to
live. For most of my life ] was content
to just ignore the state of our govern-
ment and police force. But over the
past few years [ have seen and experi-
enced the dreadful truth of the matter

. andlhateit.

It isn't o matter of pouring more

money into government for hiring or
brical §

As of now people will pay th

¥ s. It is a matter

of lousy attitudes throughout that need
to bc’dmxm betzn;jrtplawd with
people wi sttitudes.

Our city officials, when faced with
complaints about their actions, instead
of trying to correct the problems, herd
together like buffalo circling to protect
themselves. .

‘They are there to serve the citizens,
not their own personal interesta.

And our palice department . . .

God help us. We have a chief of police
50 concerned about his self-image he
has no ides of what is going on in his
own department.

That department needs leadership
and control in the best interests of the
community and its citizens, not the
chief and his officers. This guy has an
attitude so bad you have to personally
experience it to believe it.

Our 47th District Court is made up
of arropance to the Nth degree. Unless
somechow the citizens can take back
controt of the city of Farmington Hills,
that is replace the bad with good lead-
ors, things will get worse, not better.

Kenneth Kemp, Farmington Hills -

result may not be expected | - "

er to Win a

Sheoepping

he bible of the radical effort now under
T way 1o remake completely Michigan's

schoals is an csaay by Lloyd Reuas, for-
mer president of General Motors Corp.

‘Rousa’ plece — which my sources tell me was
cdmmissioned and heavily edited by State
Board of Education President Clark Durant —
waa printed up by tho statc az s little booklet in
an edition of 5,000 (81 cents aplece), Summar.
jes aleo were scnt to newspapers around the
state, which Is how I got mine.

“Two points make especially intereating read-
ing. 1 offer them in quotes, together with my
tranalation:

W “The monopoly of public education must
end. Now forma of public ownership of schools,
including non-politically based public corpora-
tions, should be explored.”

n other words, the remedy for a rigid and
monopolistic public school systom {s to lct mar-
ket forces drive schools, allowing some 1o thrive
and others to dio.
® “Good charscter and individual 1l

H The polnt here Is that public
schools for gonerations have
been the primary device Ia which
immigrants and others n our het-
erogonaous population havo be-
come Amoricans.

erations have been the primary devico in which

are an essential part of any community . . .

and others in our heterogensous
have become Americans. I the

Rach is reflected in the life and curriculum of a
school, & curriculum not compelied by the state,
but celled for by a free poople.”

In other words, in teaching morslity and aca«
darnles, schools should not bo bound by a uni-
frm state curriculum, but free Lo dto
the market demand expressed by theie primary
cistomers, the parents of children attending.

+ 1 have a strong fecling that theso pointa, tak-
" her, highlight a probl toall
Idecl They are so ot d with thelr ide-

ology that they often discover, to thelr dismay,
* that the results they achisve are not at all what
they intendad.

Unintended Result No. 1: Balkanization of
America.
> All kinds of schools will be started. Scmae will
teach Christian values (as 8 mamber of the
Btate Board of Education avidantly hopes). But
* what happens when the Shrine of the Black
Madonna sterts a school that teaches that
Chriat waa black and pushos an Afrocentsic ac-
ademic curticulum? What about achools teach-
ing entirely in Atbentan or Arabic? ‘What about
schools 6ot open to students uniess they are of

Japaness descent?
. Thepotnt herels 1hat public aschools for gon-

schoals were to follow the Reuas prescription,
thero [s groat risk they would conteibute to the
further fragmentation of our country rather
than eliminata it.

Unintended Reault No. 2: Unemployable
graduates.

Dolng away with a uniform curriculum may,
indoed, eliminate monopolistic rigidity. But if
you combina it with the notion (also popular
‘among radicals) of doing away with any sort of
statewide uniform testing, the result Is chaos In
the workplace.

Jim Sandy, sxocutive director of Michigan
Bual Leaders for Education Excell
mads this point neatly in the Juno issue of the
Michigan Chamber of C i
“Should performance stendards be set fo stu.
denta? Should the curriculum of our public
schools be wrapped around a set of content
stanlards? I do not beliove thero is any doubt.”

Beware, Mr, Reuas, Tako care, President Du-
rant. You may suffer the grave misfortune of
geiting precisely what you advocats.

Phil Power is chairman of the company that
oiwns this r. Hia Touch-Tons voice
mail number is (313) 553-2047, ext. 1890,

Spres *

Wi @ ahopping spree at Borders and xou'll foce the enviable dilemma of 1stecting $1000 wurik of

merchandite from avee 100,000 books, more than 50,000 CDs, and a great selection of videos and CD-ROM titles.
Exter ar any of our 2it focations. No purchase is necesrars. Winners will be drawn weedly ar each dcation

on Sundax, July 1061h, 23rd and 30tk 1995, See store for somplete drtails,
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