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Choosing right d

Ch 1,

INTERIOR MOTIVES

dstion from past

designer — whom
should you trust?
. Thin is o very dicey
@ subject, and muat not
B boe treated lighlly, The
| skills of the designer
you chooso arc fore-
| most. However, be-
cause you will spend s
fot of time together you

NAOMI STOKE
LEVY

clients will surely speak volumes.
There are prodigious ns Lo make
a contract with whomever have cho-
sen. They have educated esthetic taste,
and can discrimlnate between right and
almost right. They should have in their
credentisls a degree from a university or
a certificd design schoo). The more his-
tory of art end othcr cultural coursea in

deck of the chair by almost two inches,
and waa further threstened by welt
cotda with a “permanent wave.” The
client simply didn’t have sdequsate re-
souroes.

A fine workshop will enly use quality
material, which is of critical importance
to me. Periah the thought of using a fine
fabric on a chair that ends up compro-
mised by :ghuper" inferior and inade-

their curriculum the more P
and qualificd they obviously must be.

must establish 8 hop-
\ s

Py P
whip. People totally unknown to me sl
tho oulset of pome undertakings have
hecome warm and 1 friend

Your with them will re-
vesl s lol
There are oources available that

Years after the completion of ollicr work
I have also been rehined for subsequent
*pe-dos” or even larger projecia.

1f tho designer you think i right (or
you givea you ahort shrift on time spent
together you are In the wrong handa, He
or she must understand you, and inter-
pret your needs. Keep in mind they
aren‘l going to reside in the completed
endeavor, and ahouldn’t be dictatoriat
in their preferences. Having said that,
you now muat locate a designer who can
show work they have done in the past
You don’t have 1o love thia epecific job.
Keep in mind that client has also intes-
jected lhch:' taste. Nmriaeleta l!u't iob

aren't available Lo you, and that in their
distinct advantage. Being on the design
ncene daily they are aware of an inordi-
nate number of aingular picces of fumi-
ture. Even more important, they know
where Lo locate fabrica that arc awe-
some when combined and which are
rarcly from unly one showreom.

He or she should be pragmatic and
able to octually save you many doll

quate ¢ and padding, which
cannot be detected after the final fabric
in applied. There is an approved way of
tying springs, va. the chesper foctory
*“nailed on” coil that is unforgiveable in
a fine chair or sofa. This cardinsl tin
may not be realized untit much later
when the picce “sagn.” Quality cannot
he overemphasized.

If you nelect a sofa that ia too large for
the rpace it wil) occupy, that becomes a
very costly error. The nofa may not be
tou long, bul it may appear ponderous
or otherwise incongruous — the error of
&n ¢ Seale ( ber my ad-

Eliminating costly errors in only onc ex-
ample. Superior workahope are another
ace in the hole of your designer. Theae

fl and arc wo in d §
they won't accept a one-time job from
an outsider, These skilled people are
able to execute the taskn al hand. As an

needs Lo '3 dg
and skilla of the designer. Knowledge
and nkills are vitel ingredienta to your

ple, 1 very recently had to rescue a
client from an ill-fitted cushion on an
cxquisite wing chair. It overhung the

-

esigner is a matter of trust

monitions about ncale?) and impecca-
ble taste are at the command of a very
competent deaigner,

1 can visualize many readers saying.
“N ily, she is ing an interi
designer. What doea sho have to loee?”
Only my treasured reputation for hon-
esty and integrity is endanpered.

As a fina) comment, the Michigan
Design Center on Stutz Road in Troy
hias o list of designers to rocommend.
Your friends also have their favorites,
My word of csution is “do your home-
work.” You have a Iot al stake, and dis-
cretion should be your wetch d

To be continued next week.

Naomi Stone Levy, a Franklin resi-
dent, is an interior designer and a for-
mer secretary of the American Society of
Interior Designers. You can lecve her o
message by dioling (313) 953-2047 ox.a
touch-tone phone, then her mailbox
number, 1897. Her fax number is (810)
6441314,

Factory moving sale ends today

Fox Fire Inc.'s [actory moving sale conlin-
ues 9 am. 10 8 pm. Thunday, July 13, in
the Tr-Center Building at 150 N. Creoks,
Suite C, Clawson.

Call {810} 435-0782 for information.

Fox Firt is moving its glax factory to
downtown Pontisc, Everything must be sold.
A'l firt quality inventory, prototypes snd
avetstocks are oflered at unbxlicvable prices;
everything from bent glass fumiture to

Ipture and glass 3
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The Latest From Europe Has Arrived!
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