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Railway gardening is rated ‘G’ scale

By MAXTY Ficrey
Sroitil WrITIA

George and Julie Cromer of South-
ficld are in the railroad business —on s
smal! scale, G-ecale, that ia. Since rail-
way gardening is m populsr hobby, they
have lots of cumpany.

Their home ganien contains Jdozzns
of miniature and dwarf conifers, which
make up the base of an area that can
casily be tumned into a landscape il
way gurden. George bas bad the tracks
in different parts of the garden several
times.

Although he enjoys this mapect of
cnilroading, be said, "Building ts more
fun than running” He builds and buys
cnrs and structures for the tayouts, He
built s “garden railroad inspection car,”
painted it pink and set & tittle tady in it
with a tiny camera on her lap. This de-
picts Julic, because ahe likes to sce

Raliway gardencrs: George and
Julie Cromer of Southfield have
been railicay gardening for
many years.

other people’s milwey ganicns and she
always carries s camera.

G-scale train tracks are 1% inches
wide for cars that are scaled to fit. For
instance, a real railruad bozcar is 40
feet long, o a car for this scale would be
40-by-17 inches divided by 2.5, which
would be about 21 inches long. (225 is
the G-scale factoe.}

Trains arv run by electricity or vteam
(for those who prefes the live stcam,
which is closer to the reality of steam
tocomotives).

““There #re raitway gurdens with the
emphasis on the plants os is often scen
in England, or ganlen railroads in
which the swners t7y tu reconstruct dif-
ferent times in history such as the old
Weat (rock gardening).” George said.

The Cromen' interest ia narrow
gauge Maine railroads in the 1330s.
Other gurdens feature special regions
such as Switzerland, Germany or Alas-
ha

George has been railroad gardening
for 10 years and designs and installs
railroad gardens for interested people.
Julie chovees the appropriate plants to
suit the deaigna. Some of het choices
are ground covers such es thymea,
Scoteh and [rish mosscs, dwarf or mini-
ature conifers, and smaller perennials
such as dianthus and varicus rock gar-
den plants, herbe and grasses. Sedums
are also used and adspt well to these
gardens. Cromer Services can be
reached by calling (810) 352-3707.

George becama intereated in this hob-
bybcamhob&dbemnmklml-
roader in smaller gauges.

~This size appeals because | can SEE

it.

This coupls especially enjoy going to
the National Garden failway conven-
tions all over the country. They thought
California was the neatest place to visit
railway gantens because “Thoy havo »
full calendar to ploy and sufficient af-
fluence to support the vice.” This year

Manty Py

Villago view: Realistic villages arc an integral part of railway gar-

dening.

When they went to Lheir (irst conven.
tion they weee tho only ones from Mich-
igan; now & group of 30 to 40 people will

£

“The Cromers have been involved in
the popular railway garden at the Met-
ropalitan Detroit Landscape Aasocis-
tica/Mesdow Brook Garden Show each
year and spend countless hours install-
ing. running the trains and enswering
questions.

Many people are finding this hobby
fascinating and also perticipated in the
Meodow Brook railroad garden. Dusne
and Shirley of Rochester Hills have
railuay garden layouts that run both in-
side and outside their homs. The trains
come in aL night by running through @

the convention will be in Cincianatl

xnd thay will tour 50 or so diffcrent gar-
dens, Including sooe Lo Columbus &
D-ywa.'l’hynpmmtbmlm
people will ettend.

When lightning strikes

As the weather warras up and thun.

safeguarding your home and posses-

derstorms become ore frequent,  sions requires some palling.

h b ! Thewe are P 1y, it’s not a difficult process.
ied by dangr - =The best first line of defonsa Is &

nmthnmhnmb&hmhnd d more com-

groperty. Y ‘es o lightat

. Wbihyvu::hmmdbdn‘.uud 12id Pets Lewis of Intermatic [ac, &

“We both bave n lot of fun with this
* they sald.

hobbry,” they
Dr. Joseph Honet of Franklin bas a
pnun-itbrﬂlro.dnlhnmnimlo:-

tadoadend,

glove, lupi and r ina
shady arca. He likes the operation best
and can be found out at 10 p.m. just
watching his locomotives’ headlighta
winding through the hosta beds.

Jim and Shirley of Farmington Hills
prove that you don't have to be big to be
beautiful. Their simple garden design
with o railroad running through Is out-
side the famlly room windown. It in &
source of pleasure for both of them.

Dave and Sheila Mohr of Bloomficld
Hills are in the throes of designing and
conttructing their railway garden. The
pond is in, the tracks mre down and
Dave says, “Full steam abead.”

All are members of the Lakeshore
Garden Railway Club. Meetings take
place monthly al msembers’ homes
throughout the Deteoit ares. If you
would like to become a part of this
prowing bobby, call Robert Grvening of
Gronse Polnts Woods at {313) 88G-6502.

it can be devastating

vy atic energy d by near.  irrigstion systema,
b’sd’ g takealy be. i TO lewm more about Lhe types of
lieve thst @ “lightning rod” Ls a sujtabl

defense against lightalng, Lewis said.
*While & lightning rod offers protec-
tioa from e direct Ildzl,n!a; hig, it canft
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Poem [G528 from Intermatic Inc., Inter-
matic Plaza, Spring Grove, [I1. G0081.
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