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It’s the 40th anniversary of a classic

James Dean.

‘The name immedi-
ately conjures up the
imago of troubled ado-
fescence, In & biriel
thrce movie career
Dean left an inimit-
nble mark. Many have
come alang to be the
new James Dean and
QALLAGHER Pune have come close
————— to portraying the upe-
cial laneliness and awkwandncas of that
dangerous bridge between being a child
and being an adult.

In recognition of the 40th anniveraary
of “Hebel Without a Cause,” the Fox
Theatre in Detroit is showing “Rebel”
with another Dean claasic, “Giant.”
The showings continue through Sun-

dny.

The third film In Dean's carcer, and
maybe the most totally successful, ia
Elin Kazan's “East of Eden.

But it is Nicholas Ray’s “Rebel” that
is most identified with Dean and what
Dean tneant to cvery generation of teen-
agers that came after it premiered in
1955. Todlay, the movie's easy paycholo-
gy and direct preaching on parent.child
relationnhips seema artificial. The atti-

IT'S A CLASSIC

tudes exp d about dominant wom-
en are scxist for modem senaibilities.
The Preudian undertones ellclt more
laugha than serious consideration.

Still, “Rebel™ has » powerful impact.
The movie has a chythm aimitar to the
emerging rock ‘n’ roll muaic, though
Ray didn't use the actual music (it
would bo Richard Brooks' *Blackboard
Jungle” that would explode with the
“Rock Around the Clock™).

"Rebel” was about the middle class,
about a growing uncasiness ameng
young people that they couldn’t articu-
late and that the easy psychology of
Ray's adults doesn’t ecxplain either.
Whot cxplanation there is, is in the per-
formance of Dean.

The vpening scene is one of the most
heartbreaking, emotionalty honeat bits
of rcreen acting you are cver likely to
xee. Dean wasn't alono in his use of
Mcthod Acting techniques, Montgom-
ety Clit ond Marlon Brando had at-
ready delivered strong, thoughtful per-
formances. But Dean created a younger,
softer, more vulnerable persona, even
though in “Rebel” he ix the strongest of
the unheppy teenagers.

The opening shows Dean on a wood-
en bench at the local police station.

£ Dean d¢led too young in
a car accldent. Kad ho
lived, of course, he might
have bacome overwolght,
overaffected, overpald
like Marion Brando, outliv-
ing his best worls by dec-
ades.

the ineTectusl [ather played by Jim
Backus. Here Dean's fnce secms to

ble in a bination of rage and
sorrow as he picks his spron-draped fa-
ther from his knees.

But it isn't just pein that Dean
cxpresses. There is also a playfulness
that rounds out his character snd a qui-
et strength undemeath that saves Lhe
character from seeming whincy.

George Stevens’ “Gianl” is epic mov-
ie making. Dean plays support to Rock

He's drunk, giggly, stupid end aad. He'n
every Leenage boy you've, ever picked up
afler he'n been out on a toot and come
home alternately playful and full of
emotional pain. Dean and Ray immedi.
ately establish the young man’s charsc-
ter and define his problems. It in & bril-
lisnt, scaring opening that every young
person lerstands aa absolutely hon-
ent.

In the throe.way relationship with
Sal Minco and Nalalie Wood, Dean's
young man is expected to take on the
role of the strong father for which he
himself has been searching The other
scenc that everyone remembers in
“Rebel” is Dean’s confrontation with

Hud and Elizabeth Taylor. He was
nominated for an Oscar for this film,
perhaps his least representative. But
his performance as a rowdy, heavy
drinking wildcatter is excellent and |
equally truthful. \

Dean died too young in a car acci- !
dent. Had he lived, of course, he might
have become overweight, overaffected,
overpaid like Marlon Brando, outliving |
his best work by decades. 1

Instead we have Dean forever young
and forever the best interpreter of what
it in to be young.

Hugh Gollagher is the Observer & Ec-
centric assistant manoging editor for
feature sections. He welcomes your com-
ments and ideas for classics. He can be
reached at (313) 953-2118.
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