The Observer/ MoNDay, JuLy 17, 1896

Dealth penalty amendment is ‘narrowest’ yet

B¥Ti RiciARD
Hrary Wrirka

Kne thing ls different about the
lejpet in a 27-year series of efforts
to “bdl;‘ the death penalty to

a.

“Mine is tho narroweet propos-
al'yet,” said Rep. Chuck Perd-

hi, R-Kalamaroo, as the House
Judiclary Commitice opencd
hearings July 13on his HIR N, s
pmptud constitutiona] amend-
men

The (reahman lawmsker's plan
would atlow p to seck

stances; (1) two or more murders,
(2) murder committed in a terror-
int act i ded to | dato or

forta by many fellow Republicans
to Include killing of & pollce or
1 officer. Nor dosa ho

coerce a civillan population,” or
(3} an ltEnmpt to [nfluence gov-

pol
tlon or kidnapplog.”

Tho pancl's meeting was help
up for 40 minutes for lack of a
quorum. Absontees [ncluded
Rops. Gerald Law, R-Plymouth,
and James Ryan, R-Rodford,

Perricone has 13 Republican

want to include “crimes of pas.
slon and gas atation boldups
:dlzﬁn it (killing) wasn't intend-

He uald asrguments over
whether execution deters crima
and is racist aren't pertinent be-
cause “wo have an unusually high
murder rato” for which exscutlon
In some cases s i

petition process, and if It does,
it's not going to bo as narrow.”

A two-thirds vots of each cham-
ber |y noeded to put tho constitu-

tional amendment on the ballot death

for voters in 1096, Altbough Gov.
Jokn Engler opposea the death
penalty, bo hax no power to veto
the resolution.

Democrats such es Rep. Ted
Wallacs of Detroit denounced the
plan es racist, with blacks bfln;

Rep. Alan Cropsey, R-DoWitt,
advised D ts to work on

and ono D
i revealad

the death penalty In first-degroo
mrder cases undsr thess clrcum-

C o’
thelr hostility to the proposal.
Perricone eaid he rejoctod ef-

Perricone's compromise beceuss
if lawmakers fall to put it on the
1996 ballot, “this could go to the

in greater prop
than whites,
“] find it revolting.” xald fresh.
man Rep. Lsura Baird, D-Ok-
emos. “It's an Immature social

Engler veto cuts court funding

“Capitol capaules:

Gaov. John Engler heated up the
debate over trial court reorganiza-
tion by vetolng $25 million In ald
to outatate courts, much to the
dlsappolntment of weatern Mich-
gan pollticon.

z*The governor's veto s unfor-
m v+« Wo want immediate
on restructuring” aald
“Bam McGulre, oxecutive director
oTothe 1 Assoclat]

Double-bunking

Prison  double-bunking  will
continuc at a state prison in
Plymouth Township under the
Corroctlons Department budget
bill, which Engler signod.

It provides full-year fundlng for
471 now double-bunked beds, in-
cluding 276 at the Weatern
Wayns Correctional Pacility.

The $1.3 blllion corrections bill

[
Chuntles. MAC bas a sult beforo
ttn ststo Supreme Court that
would force the stats to pay core
costa of trial courts in the 82 out-
state countiea.
7 In 1880 tho Legislature took the
flrzt step by picking up the costs
= Wayne County and Detroit
fitrta but pever took tho second
frp until this year when lowmak-
an extra $25 milllon for

courta.
* But Engler vetoed that line
item, saying be wants “major
dear-term  decislona” on  trial
court reorgznizetion as well as on
“the appropriste number, location
and jurisdiction of trial judges.
ntil theso declsions are made, 1
cannot support edditional funds
{or local courts.”
3 Whilo Engler has yet to be spe-
dific on what kind of court reorg-
f-iation he favors, leaders of the
Stgto Bar aro proposing s aingle
“irial court™ to replaco droult,
Detroit Recorder’s, probate and
district cmllrtt Aj}ghﬂ. legialative
1 ]

Ine.

+ But Engler praized the Legiala-
lure for voting & scparate Jump-
$um budget far the judiciary in-
dtead of a scries of lne items.

Indian ald saved

' Eager didn't veto the Indian
taltion walver program, as he had
threatened, but announced be
doean’t want it ln next year's

budget.
t “A wato would merely deprive
public colleges ond univeralties of
peimburacments for walvers
E‘-nud in prios years,” he sald “I
11 not support further appropri-
Xtions to reimburse (universities
and colleges) for tuition waived
for Native American students (In

$he future).”

2 A fos of special lins items and
budgeta, the governor
sants all aid programs Jumped
Into a single scoount. For exam-
Pls, Engler vetoed & $250,000 line
tem for the Nuning Opportunity
“because It is & new pro-
gram that focuses financial ald on
@ subeet of students and a aingle
[ lon rethor than providi
funds for sll atudents that are ln

need.”

+ Joff Pasker, head of the Bay
Mills Indian Community and
‘chalr of the Michigan Inter-Trib.
‘al Council, asked Engler to recon-
2der because “we have a unigque
Sistorical relationsbip with tho
mtate a2 a result of treatics. The
tultion walver Lu tha reeult of @
1934 agrosment giving’ Native
‘Amarican land to form the stats
of Michigan in sxchange for cer-
taln rights ... including tul

Hon.

S The higher oducation budget

grm{du a 3 peroant cost-of-living

‘hike for all 13 unlversities and &
tmeots.

handful of special adjos
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also provides $4 million for mini-
mum socurity facilitics and in.
creascs the county Jall reimburso-
ment program by $5.8 milllon to
$14 million.

Engler used hls line-jtem veto
on program servicea to children
with a pareat In prison, arguing
thoy should be performed by so-
cial services agencies. And he
vetood child visitation and par-
enting programs for sclocted pria-
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ona bocsuse “both state and fed-
eral judges bave repeatodly looked
for opportunities to mlcro-man-
2ge our corrections system,” add-
ing It would {nvite lswsults.

Appolntments

Engler appointed scveral area
poaple 1o state boards, including
W Mark Lyon, a Rochester attor-
ney, to the Military Appeals
Board, which has appellate juris-
diction in National Guard courta
martial. Lyon, with Lh’e fimm of

Tex Tribupal. The panel hears
appeals from tarpeyers azgrieved
by thelr property sssczamentas,
singlo buslness taxes or other
nonproperty tax matters. Morrow
bas degroes from the Univenity of
Michiean and Central MichS
Unlversity; Hughes has degroes
from the University of Detroit and
U-M law achool. Thelr terms ex-
plre June 30, 1999.

# Jessica Richards, a dental as-
aistant from Walled Lake, to the
Eommluw on Juvv’uiln“.!usdcje.

Jeffrey Owen and was
an Army captain who served four
years in the Vietnam war. His
term ends In April of 1893,

B R. Conrsd
ton Hills res] estate sppraiser,
and Thomas J. Hughes, a retired
General Motors attorney from
Birmingham, to the Michigen

Morrow, a Farmlng-
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is & student at Oakland Commu-
nity College in mental health and
social work, The bipartisan com-
mittee reviews foderally-roquired
juvenile justice and delinquency
pevention plans,

All appointmenta are subject to
advico and consent of the Sena!
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jmpulse to soek revengs.”
Said Rep. Mary Schroer, D-
Ann Arbor: “It's odd that you
{Republicans) trust a jury (in
penalty cases), but for
vreeks I'vo heard you don't trust &
fury in product lisbility and mal
practics cases.” Bho referred

L to

GOP cffarta to limit jury awanisiz
in dvil salts for non-economle
“pain and suffering” damages. .-
higan was the firet furiadicc’t
tion In tho English-speakimg™
werld to ban the desth penalty afis
ter the wrong man wes hanged [ovi
tho 10th century. A

e e——————————

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND MEETINGS I

SUBURBAN MOBILITY AUTHORITY FOR
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION
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¥or a complete set of
propamed changes, ask goestions and

Almm,w:mm-ﬂhuwmmmmmnﬂnf *
otfer alternatives. At the poblic bearing, *

formal comments will be documented for the olficial recced. -

0n propased changes will be sccepted thra Angust 30, 1995,

The mectings and hearing will be beld oo the dates, times &od Jocaticas listed

of all EMART fixed rocte
and Macomb counlies.

Written commests
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