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Restroom Poets
— Restroom Poets

What yuu hear on the Restroom Pocts self-titled
debut CD (Harmonie Park Productivas) is what
“yuu get. The Ann Arbor quartet of drummer Ben
“Luotenz, bassist Brian Poure. vocalist/guitarist
‘Jason Magve, and guitarist Brad Skinner have
‘done what must bands are unable to do — capture
the intensity of their live show and slapiton s
Jeecunding
The 12-s0ng CD weaves in and out of Magee's
mind telling stories of his ideal love {"Sensible
“Woman™), persanal struggles (*Devadence™), and
his strugkle to understand sovial ills ¢C*Death in
{Canada”™t The straght-ahead rock of “Death in
~Canada™ has made the sung & crowd favurite at
i3hows. and vumes actoss evquatly as well on “Rest-
orrvomn Poets.” The sultry blend of country and
*blues on the Jeff Healey like “Out of Style” is
1 striking both musically and lyrically.
The tluidity of Magee's socals on quict, emo-
- tioral songs like “Out of Style™ and on rockers
= Sensible Woman,” coupled with the Restevom
- Poets’ tight performance make the band vne tn
s-watch this year,
L Restroem Puoets plavs a8 pm Thursday, July
. ar Megie Bag Theatre Cafe. 22913 Wondwand
e, Ferndale Cocer s $3 and the show Lcpen to
2 older Call (310) $44-3030 for more
on The Sund clso plays a free, all-ages
rahow p M Frday. Juiy 23, a2 Planet Ans Cof-
_/‘uh, e, 2387 Canygl, Mamramek, (3135 3854348

Happy Bluesday
: — Robert Noll Blues Mission

ﬁ%& There are those who might say

that blues guitarist/socalist Rob-
Lo’ ert Notl's most endearing quality
is his ability to spark controver-
sy. Of course, it ian't, but depend
Jing on who you speak to, he's ei
+tner too luud and rock-oriented, or he's the King of

ke Blues in Detroit.
He's certainly the biggest blues draw tn twn,
and ay long e kreps folks talking and standing
11 lines 1o see him wherener Ee plays, frum Sisko’s
20 the Q Club, he does more for what the flube
Jenkins used to thank his audiences for — “deep:
~ ing the blues alive™ — than anyore clse 1o town
- has ia many yean.
T This is a disc that touckes on alf aspects ol the
: public perception of Nolb It leans on & rock hyba-
- dized volume knob here and there, and it uits in
- boney sweet pure and natural blues in uthen. Just
" the Allman Brothers-styled instrumental. “Moun-
tain Top.” alsne should convincr aay deubting
tockers of the vitality of the blues and pruve to the
blues hard-liners that there is much to be said fur
‘ the discrimirate tse of rock energies
. Robert Noll keeps folks talking. cectainly. This
peoves that there’s pleaty to talk abeut.

Bubers Nidil performa at 9p . Sazurlay, July
Buildy's Barbecue, 6676 Orchani Lake FReand,
Wesz Bloomfiekd For mereinformation, cald (310)
RS 1-4230.

— Mark E Gl

i A Spanner in the Works
— Rod Stewart

By now, everyone knows the drifl: old Rodd goond,
pew Rod bad. Critics larnented his gigantic sales
in the late 702 with hits like “Da Ya Think I'm
Sexy™ and grauinely missed the homespun feel
and self-deprecating humor of the early Mercury
hits with enbort Roa Wood. Others saw the satin
pasts and Californis tan and wrots him off. The
worst part of it was, asve for the occasiona] flash of
brilliance like 1945°s “People Get Ready.” bath
Eroups were right to reject the New Rod Strwart.
As more and more goas was epplied Lo bis image,
the maore bloated and watery his work became.

The Y found Stewsst pandering to adult con-
temporary radio for lightweighs hits and rock ata-
tions simply playicg “Stay With Ms” one more
time. Worst of all, the Mod bimself wes uilted
into slagging kis "0 output in interviews, calling
it 8 “betrzyal of his talent.” Meaawhile, we die-
hard fans swallowsd the new material and kept
peaying for Rud's rejuvenation, s cotaplets retum
to that once-[amiliar mutical swagzer and new life
for that rew rasp of 8 voice.

‘And again, we kave to ssttle for second best. Jt's
genuinely frustrating to besr the handful of Lantil-
ixing cuts on “A Spanner in the Works™ (Warner
Broa ) yield to whast ultimately becomes yet anoth-
7 lite rock scandtrack, ready to coze cut of count-
Jeas dantists’ offices this summer. It's heartening
that the slbum is sequenced and peced liks an
[ 2-¢0- good. elbum, b ing slow and
moody and dimaxing with sevenal grooving, up-
Lenizpo cute, but when the Guist numbers are as
watcry and wesk as the openers “Windy Town™
and ~The Downtown Lighta,” bope dics [ast. An
attemgx ot the oid-80e raunch-rocker, “Deli-
Gous,” falls similarty fiat. The grms of this collec-

tion ace frw and far between. —Todd Wicks

A Rochester iills residens, Todd Wicks iso
Michigan State University studanz.
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Have a listen

To bear Duaic by Catheribs Wherd (mwes-
u’!).M.l‘mlmS).Bk’h?'
) R 5

‘Nik Tarner (mexapr €), aod Menthol (es-
i 7} you can cai) Lie Biret Scrar Muosic
Line a2 (313) $A3-202 an & Tauch Teae
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Catherine Wheel finds its ‘worth

BY CHRISTINA Froco
Ty Wairen

Catherine Wheel vocalist/guitarist
Hob Dickinson is a sight to behold as
he walks vver to the 59X tent at the
radiv station’s hirthday party concert
in Pontiac. With his Caesar haircut,
sfeck, wrap-around tlack sunglasses,
heavy hlack bouts, retro-style shirt
and hlack jeans, it's hand to believe
that Dickinsun and bis hand cser had
an exo problent.

B'Wae all of a sudden af-
ter touring for two yoars
had the confidence to do
oxactly what we
pleaged.’

Rob Dickinson

Up untif Catherine Wheel's last
tour, Dickinson said that he wasn’t
sure of his hand’s worth Aftee con-
secutive mights of touring. a lightbulb
went off in his head and he realized
“the band 1s finally worth wme-
thing 7

“We all of 8 sudden after touring
tor tww vears had the confidence to do
cractly what we pleased,” sasd Die-
kinson during an interview in his
dresaing foom ot the Phoenix Plaza
Amphitheatre Satuniay, June 24

“We were refeased from the shac-
les of our influences. By touring so
muck, we were able to become vur
wanentity

“Happy Days.” Cathestne Wheel's
fatest album, e the rrault of the
new found  “healthy arro-
thetall, the CD ie much more
suve than Cathenne Wheel's
previous efforts - 1791 “Ferment”
and 1733 “Chrume.” If you listen to
them av a collection, huwever, “Fer-
ment” and “Chrome” are musical
stepping stones to “Happy Days™
tMervury ‘Funtana),

“If you doa't get it (the musical
progrernon), 1t's not wur problen.
ur healthy arrogance came by natu-
rally sndd posstisely. Any record which
can have (the rucking) "God Inside
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My Head' and ithe acoustic-influ-
zry Laove  on it is a bitof an
nt. 1t encompasses the full

the fullext beratth of this ba
atalizy.”

Dickinun descnbes the album as
“aggresuve, melodic, odelicate, and
wmetitnes it uplifing” Under-
neath all thote elements is Catherine
Wheel's trademark “tension under
the guitam.”

The vaooping vocals of “Heal,” the
answer to the bard’s fimt US. hit
aingle “Black Metallic” both in atyle
and length, shows Catherine Wheel's
wfter side. The agzreasiveness of the
firnt wingle Vaydown™ allowed
Catherine Wheel to brrak into whole
new market — hard rock.

*Judy Staring At The Sun” is &
stroight-ahead pop song that features
the angelic vocals of Belly lead sina-
et/sonpetiter Tanya Danelly.

“We'd bumped into her touring.”

By CitsusTiva Froco
HY sy Wariea

Vancruver singer/sungwritar Mae Moot wis
crmicerned that hes nama wasn't tisted in ads or on
the marquee a3 the opening act for Billy Bragg and
the Barenaked Ladies show at Mesdow Brook
Music Theatre in Rlochestar eariier this month.

Vi)l Billy Bragg fans be disappointed when she
instead of he cumnes out at 8 p.m.? Will prople
knom who she is?

Her question wes anawered quichly when she
anncunces that "Il be giving awey prizes after
the next song. They go to whoewst knows my
name.” she woid with & laugh.

“The soeg ended and the scant crowd yells ber
name. She towaes out atickers of ber latest album
cover and 1ha rush is so strong 1o the stage that &
female ushar ducked down and covered ber hrod.

She's found ber “plsasurs ground.”

Moore is touring én support of ber latest album
“Dragnofly” (Tri-Stas/Sony) 'Ek'.‘ lbllm her

Bn thelr way up: British rockers Catherine Wheel
Neil Sims, vocalist/guitarist Rob Dickinson and guitarist Brian Futter — have landed airtime
across the radio dial with their hit “Waydown™ from their latest album “Happy Days.”

Dickinson said of the collaboration.
“Gil Norton (who produced “Happy
Days™ and “Chrome”) knew her from
his production of Throwing Muscs,
and Belly as well, so he introduced
to her at the London Finabury
Park XFM Festival we were both
playing at. We got along really well,
and | knew | wanted a feale voice to
ning on that song”™

“I could hear a Jot of country in ber
wuice, that sort of twang and warble,
and | thought she would be perfect for
this track.”™

Tha heavy beat.laden ~Hole™ was
written in responss to the suicide of
Nirvana singer Kurt Cobein.

O the saventh day of pre-produc.
tion for this album, Kurt took his
own life. [t cbyicualy had an effect oo

sald.

pleylng them.

& 'Tho band I'm with right now [s
very supportive. When it's
myself and sn acoustic y
then § textd to draw back laside
and Introverted. How
that I'm with a band that roslly
rock, a lot of tho clomaents aro
fun and reaily buoyant.’

Mac Moore
singer/songuriter

szend beside you on thla earth/I've alwsys wanted
to/Whaete are we now/ln circlos ws oo around/
Dregzing our love/Through these pleasurs
oounds.”

break-through album “Bob ghebe is
mare well-k in Canads, “Bobemis™ boosted
her popalarity in the United States. Her whispery.
soltry yocals oo the title track and “Beeause of
Love” helped het sell more than 50,000 copias of
the dlbum.

She bopes 10 have the same ruccess with “Dra-
gonfly,” which sbe rrcorded after & “year of reas-
seaning a Jot of things in oy life.”

“It’s happier. A bit more uptln‘!dk"'!hlnni;‘a:

1 she sdmita, it's hard ¢ ting emo-

is dark and moody and more b
deals with iosome of desth and longieg but it's ele-
vating,™ Moore aald

Afae her faher died in January, she foued bar-
snil reassonaing her friesbibips acd fisding ont

phone. ¥aut lerewrd to the

marnngs by prewizg 33. To repust 8 messogw,
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what's reslly important in lide. Bke values hoaeety
puckiont it Gvepm - BTl reourm 1o the Usitad Btston la che fall
that speak to L banrt, mow shw's concuntouting ok avother aspect
~Ploesure Groond,” asibwgh upbest tu tsmpe,  «f bar lifs that gvas hev costamamon ~ peinting
s & soDg “ which speals te the “Tw 9 ahow &t 8 sl gllocy” weas ber
Dencribing ihe loes of & hip, Macre V. hetne, 3 fexrw one printiog te
singt, "Jast far coce it e brel my warth/Asd finieh sonf owume Srocalo be da™

— from left, bassist Dave Hawes, percussionist

w3, and that song s our reaction,” he

Dickinson, guitarist Brian Futter,
basaist Dave Hawes and drummer
Neil Sima formed Catherine Wheel in
1990 In the seaside town of Neil Sims.
Named afiet & gruesome torture de-
vice that dates back to the 4th centu.
ry St. Catherine, came sbout its
record deal quickly. “Black Metallic,”
“l Want To Touch You,”
“Crank™ soon became radio hita.

To push “Happy Days,” Catherine
Wheel played a streamn of rsdio ata-
tion-aponsored gigs, including the
89X Binthday Bash st the
Plaza. Dickinaon, the cousln of Bruce
Dickinson, sald although rodio shows
are “a technical headache,” he likes

“] like the perversion of playing to
people who msy not be there to sce
you,” he said with a sly anicker,

Dickinson and the rest of Catherine”
Wheel are returning to Detroit to play
St. Andrew’s Hall on Monday, July=
24. When asked il Dickinson was
going to play cult favorites like ‘T
Want To Touch You,” he replied: <

*[t |s difficult to pick from thré}
records. But people won't go awsy
dissppolnted.” -

and

=
Catherine Wheel, Wax and Guen
Mars perform ot St. Andrew's Hall
Fhoenlx 431 E. Congress, Detroit, an Mondag,
July 24, Doors open at 8 p.m. -for (X3
18 and older show. Tickets are $8.
in . Far more information, cal
(313) 861-MELT. :

Vancouver singer arrives in happier mood

Rosesesaing relationshig: After the death
of her father, AMoe Moora recssevsed her
friendshipe and other relati i

‘Drugenfly”
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