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Misplaced wood turtle to get lift back home
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Ho waa & stranger in a strange The turtle has few natural pn- wood turtle,
land until two day campers st datora and under normal condi found‘ at Heri.
Heritage Park in Farmington tions prospets near rivers. It mv tage Park in
Hills discovered the wood turtle. cls extonaively. Fur-nm.,tcn
City Naturslist Joa Derek sald Becauzo of its attractive color 1 ol be
at that point, he saw the trade- Ing with m yellow-orange under- Hills, w
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(Michi, of Natural lerity with people, the spe- hich ranges
Resources).” cies is protectad in Michigan. w; Mid
That led him to Jim Harding. a8 “It's hzd & drastic decline in from the -
ialiat in herpetology at Mich-  population,” he said. “If it 1s left west to the Mar-
igan State Univenity in Bast to its own envirooment, it does itime Provinces
Lansing and an expert an wood  very well. But people take them, in Canada and
tartien. make them pets, and they don't h h
“I'm from the Detroit arce, but  last Jong™ south to north-
T've been guing up borth for And once removed from their em V"-gmw, is
years,” Harding said. “In fact, | environmeant, there is one less tur- apratectcd 8pe-
cies in Michi-
gan.
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roed water,” Harding said. “But home. But when released, they Dorok eald he's happy to be
u-_;;: wood turtle, which will they're torrestrial sur(nnhc sum. can not survive ln n southern ;El: :0 “'::;"; ::u:dmtyu"b:;lz
grow 1o B inches for femalen and 9 mer.” + Michigan 'md" i its e vironment. ’
inches for males at maturity, are m’ "‘ 'ill be tak- “.l:wu good £o bo able to gat it
hreeding at 25-30 years of age and  And being on land, or alovg  Ing o bome. back to where it can survive,” ko
can reach TO years of ageormore.  canoelng routes, they are oltea "1t will be an se for me to lcd_ e o
“They like to be near moving  ¢cusy for people to catch and take £ back up north,” be sald. [t
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