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Farm from page 1A

on smaller farm animals, but
still find young visitors who
are thrilled to sce tho animals
up close.

*“When wou bought this farm
thoy kopt horson here,” said
Louise McFarland, who lives
on Puwer Road acroas from
Alamoda School south of 11
Mile. “We wanted to havo ani-
mals for the kids.”

McFarland and her husband
moved to the mix-acre Wil-
lowridge Farm four years ago.
Like the Stowarts, they will
have their farm featured on
tho historic house tour this
fail.

As a substituto teacher, Me-
Farland hns found plenty of in-
terest in her pygmy gosts and
chickens.

“We've had schools and
Scout troopns vinit,” she said.
“And my children have liked
having the animals.”

I fact, ane of her 11.yenr-
old daughter Annie's chickens,
Fancy Nancy, recontly teok
second place in a show.

McForland said the goats

aro odorless, but tho chickens
aro something of a chore. But,
other than the fresh cggs the
chickons produce, they are not
typical of their farm brethren.

*“Wo give the eggs to noigh-
bors,” sho eaid, “But thoy

. (chickens) don't have ta worry.
Theyll never bo chicken stow.”

Stowsrt, who has also had
chickens and a goat, said al-
though his family's two quar-
tor horsca, Asti ond hor
daughter Nutmeg, still hove
plonty of room to roam, tho
building of subdivisionw and
apartments nearby is a ro-
minder that he is no longer in
the country.

“We used to bo ablo to ride
an dirt roads, go into woods
and sand pits,” ho snid. “It's
fmtlrnl‘ilng t0 seo a lot of now

growth,

Shorric Stewart aaid she
should have seen tho growth
coming. But, like a lot of peo-
plo from the area, sho didn’t.

“I naively thought it would
stay like this,” sho said.

Jeff Stewart said it is lato
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All chickens have names: Annie McFarland, 11, holds
her chicken, Bonnie Blue. All her chickens have

names.

—- but perhaps not too Jate —
to save the lcza dense, notural
beauty roads, such as Power
Road north of 11 Mile. And if it
is too late, Farmington Hills

could lose its quaint, pastoral
character.

“Jt's ot the bottom of what
makes this to me a gresat
place,” he said.
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Goats got thelrs: John McFarland (left) and Tim i

McFarland feed goats Daisy and Molly
MecFarland's Power Road property.
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Report on families leaving disputed

Editor's note: The Walled Lake
School District includes about
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one-square mile of northuwest
Farmington Hills.

BY KAREN OLIVER
!im WriTER

Residents of & Walled Lake
community are taking issuc
with a nowspaper roport that
says Jewish residenta are lenv-
ing that achool diatriet in favor
of West Bloomfield schools.

The front-page story of tho
July 28 Jowish News, titled
“puddle Jumpers,” reforred to
Jewish familica in the Timber's
Edge subdivision — which is
part of the Walled Lako Consali-
dated 8chool District — loaving
the aren for houses only streets
away i order to be in the West
Bloamfield School District.

Eighty concerned parents
aent a lotter to tho Jewish
News in reaction to what thoy
called & one-sided article.

Phil Jacobs, editar of the
Jowish Nown, Tucsday aaid,
“Weost Bloomfield and Walled
Lake are important to our read.
ers. Thero are cortain docu-
monted trenda golng on in thoso
arcas. We've chosen to repart
on thoss trends, and if the cov
erage createa a lovel of concern,
ft's our hope that thero's no
misunderatanding by it.”

“While you wrote about a
fu} of Jowish families who have
chosen ta loave the district for &
varisty of ressons, you ignored
the fact that many more (proba-
. bly several times) that number
of Jewlah famities have moved
_into tho Walled Lako dinstrict
this year and many others have
stayed within the district when
* building their new homes.”
Signed by 80 Walled Lake
. schonls parents, the latter re.
. quentis the same front-page
prominence in Jewish News
that tho article had received.
“We weare very dlsappointed
ith the whole structure of the
“artlcle,” sald Wolled Lake
. athool board trustes Mare

. Biegler, whe Istiar.
1 dor't foal .!Mﬂ"u
s g o ple-

"

ture of what's going on. The let-
ter written was a very rapid ro-
sponno by familles who wore
very irritated.”

Calling the story “one-sided”
was Steven Gaynor, assintant
superintendent of the Walled
Lake district, “Out of 12,000
children in the Wailled Lake
Schoo) District, they inter-
viewod three to five paronts
who no longer live here.”

According to Gaynor, the av-
erage number of students join-
ing tho diatrict over tho paat six
years is 381, probably coming
out of 200 to 250 houscholds. In
1694.95 alone, 650 students
joined the district, out of an es-
timated 300 to 350 families.
Gaynor said that the district
has 8 ~fairly large and growing
Jowish population™ that was of-
fended by the article.

“I was extremoly upset with
the article because everything in
it oppeared to bo false, mislead

the failure of thres bond issucs
since October 1993,

“This is not a concern about
how many Jewish familica are
moving in or out,” aaid Tukel.
“It is a culturally diverss arca,
and we assume that's why peo-
ple move into it.”

Michael Fabian, one of the
parenta who signed the letter,
said that his family last Decem-
ber moved into 8 new home
built in the Southwyck subdivi.
sion, which is in the Walled
Lake diatrict,

According to Fabian, seven
out of 10 homcowners in that
subdivision are Jowish, and, be
sald, "We chose to bo in the
Wallod Lake district beceuse of
what wo feel is a high quality of
schools. What disturbs me is, it
{tho article) gives the mislead:
ing impression that the Jewish
community is exiting the
Walled Lake dl-ldc‘L for a few

(ng, and trying to cause mass
hysteria” said Walled Lake dis-
trict resident Judge Michael Sil-
ver. I have two children in
Walled Lake uchools and we're
vory hoppy with the district, The
articlo soemed like a deliborste
act to panic gcoplo {0 move and
form a blockbusting. It’s an ex-

one pereon mentioned in it.
“The tone of the article was
inaccurate and some of it was
factually lnaccurate,” said
Dantel Tukel, presidant of the
Timber's Edyxe SBubdlivision As-
aociation. “Herman Franks!

was montioned ay devaloper
of Timbar's Edge, but he ham't
devaloped any of the subdivi-
slons in the Walled Lake dis-
trict.”
Frankel, of the Horman
Frankel Organisation, agreed
that the articls was inaccurato.
‘The articlo stated that Frankel
davelo both Timber's Edga
and Villsge Placs, nelther of
which Is true, Additionally,
Frankel cla{imed that the article
quotsd him In refe to

chosen sub n the Weat
Bloomficld School District.™

Fabian said that while some
familien may have jumped from
Walled Lake schools to the
Weat Bloamfield district, “far
mora Jowish familics have cho-
men to move into tho Walled
Lako district.”

“] do not believe all of the
Jews are moving out,” said
Walied Lake reaident Suo Hoff-
man, who also signed the letter
to the Jawlsh News. =, . . Asa
Jewlsh parent in thie district 1
am very hoppy, and 1 beliove
this to be a growing, thriving,
Jowish community.”

Both Gaynor and Pablan
sgreod with one part of tho sto-
17, that tha defeat of ths three
bond issucs probably has some

e foeling uneasy about the
ong-torm future of the diatrict.

*I'm not ng that's not le-
gltimate,” Fablan said. "But 1
think the overwhelm!ing majori-
ty of familios feel, while that's a
sotback, we're happy with the
g::llg of edueation in Walled

o,

8toff writer Tim Smith con-
buted 10 this report.
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When You Stop In For A FREE
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& SpaVistt,
We'll Give You A..

3 5% WEEK, PAY AS YOU GO!

Frst beng vis2ors ovee 18 ONLY. Check Free Program Avaladle.
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=Dr, Kenneth Coapee, MD, the father of
[ acrmbics and the aation v mau prominent
bl cxercise specialist, maintaing that finese ..

Jucilitiex are the beut equipped 10 help

W Americuns win their Nittle
with ebesity.™




