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When the
bowling
lengues all
take to the
lanes again
this fall, it
will ratk the
100th  anpi-
versary year of
the American
Bowling Con-

in 1895 that

those interest-
ed partics convened to set the
wheels in motion for future
generations. The rules were de-
cided on, bowling lane dimen-
sives, equipment limitations
and many other points weee
sqttied on, and the dic was cast
for those of us who came along
lner.

Tt did not happen overnight,
or really with any baste, but
had been been bashed aver and
ever for years until the elected
officials could come to any
pgrrements.

WEst it took wus strueg
leadership, and that was exact.
1y what carse along in the form
of Mr. Moses Benzinger, the
president of Brunswick Balke
Callendar Co.. which boasted
plenty of skilled craftamen and
woodworkers,

This came about from build-
ing wagon wheels, iater on pool
tables, and eventually bowling
egiprent.

Can you imagine what bowi-
irg balls would have been like
100 years ago?

Probably a piece of hard.
wood from a tree trunk, turned
on a latke, sanded smouth, fol.
lowed by & finger kole drilled
intoit.

At {east they had something
to work with, a weight limiza.
tion and & st of dimensions to
wurk within

So it was Moses who led us
out of the wilderness, and this
i» the year ABC celebraten ite
100ty yesr. The ABC has
L£uven to become the largest
sports organization ia the
‘world,

12 was oot essy, as everybody
weed o Rave ideas of their
qwn as to how this games

“shou!d go, but under the stroeg
fesdership of Benzinger, the

led way

for future bowlers

game has enjoywd atability,
and perbaps most important of
all. they kept it simple, they
kept it basic.

A glance back over the years
shows that »0 very little has
changed with the exception of
ball i and bal

terial 5.

McCaul emphasizes Neon defense

BY STEVE KOWALIKI
HrAry WRITXR

When Steve McCaul joined the
Detroit Neon last year as & rockle,
he accepted the team’s tequest of
him to concentrule on defense.

Now he's asking some of his
teammates to make a similar
commitmuent.

McCaul, who played forward
b hout his mmateur carecr at

Sixty feet to the head pin from

foul line, remains, along with -

the 16-pound mazimum weight
pee ball.

So for the first 100 years,
ABC should be lauded for
keeping everything basicaily
the same.

Perhapy the most significant
change is the gender balance.

Women can nuw join the pre-
vivusly all-male ABC. Why da
they do this? [ think merely to
step up to another lesel of com-
peetition for those like Tamika
Glenn (of Farmington Hills),

Redford Catholic Central and
Michigan State University, said
he fecls helpless on aome nights
2 a Neon defender. The Necn are
1-13 overall and In last place In
the Eastern Division of the Conti-
nental Indoor Soccer League.

“{ atill love it, but it's not much
fun realizing you're 112
McCaul said in a telephone Inter-
view prior to Thursday night's
toss to Anaheim, the Neon'e 10th
atraight defeat.

McCaul said oac of the prob-
lems is the system the Neon use
with midfielder Drago, who was

who an
ability to cumpete with anyone
at any leve! of play.

So nothing much has
changed in 100 years, the offi-
cral kick-off of the season takes
place on Monday, Aug 21, with
the John Gavie Tournament st
Thunderbuw] Lanes in Allen
Park.

During the same weck, open-
ing <eremosies for the All-
Szars takes place, while every-
thing else just sort of falls into

place.

The ABC will most likely do
swre promations to tie in with
the 10kh anniversazy of orga-
nizedd bowling.

And don't forget Bowling
Expo cuming soon to Gibraltar
North Trade Center.

B Best wishes (or & speedy re-
cusery to Deug UBL exrcutive
sevretary of the Wayne West-
land-Men’s Association.

Doug is recosering frum
Beast surgery 23 ! am. He had
an angioplasty bypass opers.
ticn. If you're like me, Doug.
you're chomping at thke bit,
anzious to grt back out on the
lanes one of these days soan. |
want to teke this bit ol spece to
thank my many friends for
those nice gt well carda.

They ace greatly sppreciated,
they gn alung way tocheezup s
hoapital patient. Thanka, =
ton!

SPORTS SHORTS

Shoutd. .17
Tuesday (for the Thursdsy ssue)
and § p.m. Frddy (for the Mon-
O3y ssue).
1 TEREX EARNS SROHIE

Paul Terek took a third place in
the boys 15-18 pole vault st the
AAU Junior Nationals Aug Sin
Des Moines, Iowa.

Terek, who will be a jonior this
fall at Livoeia Franklin High, tied

nngrhir.‘lmhdlnnjumpoll

8 SOFTRALL SIGN-UP
Crackerbox Sporis of Farmisg-

ton Hills is organizing coed and

men’s softball leagues. For more
information call (10 474.6135.

B OLYRIPIC PROQRAR

The Parmington Soccer Club is
bosting the 1996 girls Michigan
Olympic Development cpen out-
dnoe tryouts st Founders Sports
Pask from 9a.m to 6 p.m. on Sat-
urday and Sundsy, Aug 12 and
13, for birth years 1382783, 1981,
1990, 1973 and 1978177,

Thae Michigza Olympic Devel-
opment program is open to all
Michigan youth. The goal isto
develop soccer athletes capable of
cotapeting st the Olympic and is-

I levels. Spectators are
invited.
Fot information call assiatant
program sdministrator Steve
Dawion st (810) 305-8090.
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the second-leading scorer in the
CISL last year with 53 goals and
) mraista.

Aftee loaing sesen of their fiest

Recruiting tenacity

By C.J. RisAK
HTAry WRiTtR

eight games, the Neon chose to
employ a “runner aystom with
Drago. What that means is Drago
plays offense but doesn't have to
play defense.

When the ball crosses midfleld
into the Neon's ¢nd of the field,
Drago heads to the bench on the
fly and Is replaced by a “runner,”
who happens to be the apeedy

armis,

With 14 games remaining, Dea-
go bas seven goals and 16 assists,
which is far off his production of a
year ago. Hlis popularity, however,
with funs probably helped eam
him a berth in the All-Star game,
which will be played Tuesday in
Portland.

“Drago says his defense takes
away from his offense, but it's
hurting us: you cen’t play like
that, especially in the indoor
game,” said McCaul, a Livonia
natise. ““The pace [s so quick and
Deago isn't eractly in a hurry to
gt off the field. Earl is faster
than hell, and T admire hhin, but
by the time he gets on the field
there's already a three-on-one
break. The big problem is not ev-

-] SOFTBALL

eryono gets back on defense —
and the major one Is Drago — and
it's showing right now.”

Drego, ub, defends the system,
which he believes will benefit the
Neon in the last hatf of the ses-
son. He scored three goals and
three aslsts in a 14-7 loss Aug. &
at Las Vegas, so inaybe he's ready
to break out of his slump.

“The first eight gamea, I'm ba-
sically (playing) a defender, by
God,* sald Deago, reached by
ghone Friday. “I'm the best in the
country at going forward, for me
to spend so much energy chasing
players around the field doesn't
make senxe. 1t's much better to
create s ‘runner.’ [ rarely get ex.
cited sbout players, but Earl has
such w big heart. Hg's one of the
best In what he dnes.”

Andy Chapman, who {s oniy the
third player [n Indoor soccer his-
tory to score goals, is the
Neon's other All-Star representa-
tive. Chapman became player/
coach last month after the Neon
fired Cheis Keenan. He was una-
vailable for comment Friday
night.

McCaul missed five grmes this
year sfer twisting his Jeft knoe In
s luss July 9 to Pittsburgh. When -
he's been healthy, McCaul has
seen consldersble action. He has
one gual, no asslsts and 10 blocks,

Two of the Neon losses in their
current slide havo been eapecially -
heartbreaklng.

On July 22 agsinst Dallas, the
Neon wasted a 7-1 lead end lost
9.8 on o goal with thrve secands
leRt at the Palace. On Fddn{. Aug.
4 at Arizona, the Neon took & 4.3
lead with 18 seconds leR on Bob- -
by Harmon's goal, only to watch
the home team force overtime
with a gua! with slx seconds re. -
maining. .

Arizona won the game 84 in .
overtime. ‘

McCaul watched In disbelief
from the bench as Arizona tied
the scure with an cxtra attacker
un the field after pulling the goal.

keeprer.

*Joe Murtagh was sitting next
w me and we both thought, ‘It's
about time we tum [t around.’
Then they scored, we looked at
each other and sald, "\Vhat the
hell,’ " McCaul sald.

pays for Madonna

Greene and Piontkowski come
in with three years of eligibility

When Jeery Abraham 4
cuaching Madouna University's
softball in additioa to volleyball,
he knew the team needed bolster-
ing

By the time his tkird season on
the job tegins next spring that
goal will be realized.

At least in part.
Numbers wise.

Abraham took a young — no
seniors and just two juniors —
Lady Crusaders’ team to the
NAIA Great Lakes Regional last
spring. They finished the scason
25-18.

With 1t players ¢estain to ro-
turn fincluding all three pitch.
er3), most coaches wouldn't have
been too worried about recruiting.
But Absnham isn't that sort.

Tte Madoara coach, who guid-
ed the Crusaders to the NAIA
World Series in ‘93, not only re-
cruited tenacioualy, but — by his
cwn description — with luck.

=All the kids 1 decided to go af-
ter decided to cume,” ke said,
sdding there waan't “s aingle
Question tmark in the bunch.”

In othez words: “These are
god, sound kids, with a pood
work ethic and with pvat stti-
tdes.”

That just ahout says It all. Or
does it?

Not quite. Because the number
of players Abraham was interest.
¢4 in bringing to Madonns was
not five of ais, enough to keep bis
roster st 15 or 16. He has more
than doubled his taam’s site; 14

the other three will be
juniors, Greene can, and very
bably will, play several spots.

v have itted to the

Crusaden.

How did he do it? Well first,
thete's the afurementioned factor
« a bit of luck. Everybody he
went after, he got.

Secondly, it helps being the vol-
Ieyball coach. Two of his recruits
will also play on the Crusaders’
volleyball  squad, toc: Livonls
Franklin graduate Jeclyn Deane
and Jennifer Russell, from Grand
Rapids Catholic Central.

“1 was impressed with the way
she handled the bat in bigh
school,” said Abraham of Deane,
a volleyball middle-hitter he envi-
sions at fiest base or in the out-
ficld. “When she gets ahold of it,
she can really drive it. Which is
just what 1 want — hopefully we
can zet some power out of her.™

Ruesell, a 5-foot-B8 outaide
hitter/defensive specialist in vol-
leyball, can pitch and play several
cther positions. “Where she’ll
contribute, 1 really don't know,”
Abraharn said.

But both ahould cuntribute.
Still, considering the number of
players Abraham has coming in,
0o ang is irreplaceable.

And there are those who can,
and indeed will, step in and help
immediately. Five of his recrulta
are junios college players: Shawna
Greene, Dawn Shaffer and Jamle
Vickers, all from Qakland Com-
munity College: Melisss McGus,
frem Henry Ford CC; and Stacey
Piontkowskl, from Alpena CC.
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A Clarkston grad, she has “good
speed and good bat contrul.” She
hit over 400 at OCC.

Shaffer, a third basemsn at
OCC (rum Flint Linden, has a
“great arm and is very gutsy.” A
400 hitter, she is projected as a
possible starter. Vickers, a 385
hitter, is anuther vae who will
challenge for playing time, proba-
bly in the infield A Waterford
Mott grad, she played second and
shortstop at OCC.

McGue played at Taylor Ken-
nedy (which in where Abraham
saw her — he cuached Taylor
Center’s softball team until last
spring) befure playing outfield at
Henry Ford CC. "She hustles,”
Abtaham  said. c's a Pete
Rose-type player.” She also hit
456 for the Hawka.

Pioathowski was soted the top
catcher by Michigan's junjor cal.
lege cosches this past scason; she
hoasts & strong arm and solid de-
fense, and should combine with
returning starter Jennifer Pinter
to give Madonna a solid one-two
tandem behind the plate.

Among the others coming to
Msdonna ls Ann Bagasinski, an-
other Franklin grad. Bagaxinski
led the Patriot regulars in hitting.
batting .417, with 12 doubles, five
triples, two home runs and 27
runs batted in. A shortatop and
outfielder as & senior, she should

Jeanifer Kuzara {Taylor Cen-
ter), Kara Gizickl (Riverview Ga.
bLriel Richard), Janell Leschlnger
{Alpenn), Marly Mittleman
(L'Anse Creuse), Catherine Raps-
dale (New Boston Huron) and
Jamie Helns (s transfee from Sle-
na Heighta University) joln Boga-
1inski as walk.ons.

Kuzara is a second baseman
noted for her apeed; Gizicki fs a
left-handed finesse pltcher who
plays several other positions;
Leschinger was also a plicher,
noted for her control, but she
played a variety of positions and
i fittleman was her
P, hitting .472 with
three hamen and 22 RB!: Rags.
dale is a solid defenulive catcher
tand team MVP) who hit 380;
and Heins is & just-added transfes
with sophomore eligibitity who
played third base with the Salnts.

“RBasically, it's been a wonder-
ful yrar,” summarized Abraham.
“What we wanted from our fre-
cruiting was, 1, the beat play-
ers we can get; No. 2, they should
have a great work ethic — they
have to want to play a lot of
games; and No. 3, they havetobe
gvod students, which all of them
are.

“We had zome definlte spots to
fill, and new we've got depth in
the infidd and (n the outfield
Cz“ul we have & good group coming

e

Abrsham was quick to add that
hasing » lot of players “doesn’t
mean we're bettes,” But after an
initia) sorting out process, they

at Jeast add depth next s2ason. ahould be.
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