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§Thousands bid farewell to J.P., a radio legend:

BY PAT MuURPHY

. Al JP. McCarthy himself
m!dnhawn!d.n'u-ﬁnu

guthering.

‘Thousands of friends and lia.
teners — sams in persan and oth.
‘ers via livo telovision — pald their
‘lzst respects to tho legendary ra-
‘dio star et his funeral Mass at St.
Hugo of the Hilla Catbolic
Church in Bloamflald Hills,

+ Many of those who gathered at
?;;Nomn Gothic church Satur-

him — o & profesaional or per-
escnal basi.

lmc' McCarthy as a Jongtime

JP., os they affectionately called od for

member of the parish in addition
to his belng a famous radio per-

sonallty.

Still others, Including Irish gui-
tarist JIm Perkina cf Fumlumn,
know M
edea on WJIR-AM. “1 !lltemd to
J.P. whon I was a kid,” sald Per-
kins, who also sang and played
the tin whistle, a traditional Irish
instrument.

McCarthy, who personlfied
WIR for many of his 31 ycars
with the station, dled un: 8
ly Wednesdsy at tho Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center in Man-
hattan, 'lnn' he wes belngluut-

a chanco to sy goodbye.

“When you have two cardinals

and two governors (st your funer-
al),” eald tho Rev. Willlam Cunn-
ingkam, one of the eulozi:crn,
“you've dona pretty well cu-
larly by Irish stendards.” Ho was
u(minx to Adam Cardinal Mal-
da, Edmund Cardinal Szoka, for-
mer Gov. Jemea Blanchard and
current Gov. John Engler, respec-
tively, who were among the nearly
1,800 people present.

As dlroctor of Focus:HOPE, an
inner-Detroit organization, Cunn-
ingham said ho frequently called
on McCarthy to lend his name to

charity fund-ral McCarthy's

often a precurgor fo leukemin. His
{liness had been known for weeks,
but bis death from paeumonia
caught cven closs friends by
bl

urprise.
For moat, Saturday’s funeral —
ot a church named after an Iith-
century Benedictine monk — was
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support waa so important, sald
the priest, ho and others were fig-
uratively trying ““to touch the hem
of his garment” in order to make
thieir fund-raisers succcesful.

Perhaps McCarthy's favorite
charity was PAL (Polico Athlotic
Leaguo), for which he annually
cheired a golf tournament and
ralsed more than $1 million over
the yearn,

McCarthy’s best friend and
polfing buddy. John Schasfer of
Bloomficld Township, sald he
and others admired the aplomb,
style, intelligence, wit and insight
with which J.P. Interviewed pocts,
public officials, induatrial mag-
nates and other guests.

“He made you (llsteners) feel
hku lhey were part of the inter-

Schr.c!'u' muscd about a reason
for McCarthy’s untimely death at
rge 62. “Maybe the mtings on

o FroRADTATY ProTocrAMES

Tearful goodbye: Family members and friends of J.P. McCarthy console one another
before Saturday’s funeral Mass. -

God'a radlo ehow were low, " be
sald, and God needed a radio hall-
of-fame personality.

His friend was not porfect,
Schacfer said. “He liked good
whiskey, pnrtlcululy good whis-
hythntwu free.”

Once, en route to Sing,
aald Schaefer, hla friend jokcd
that the duratlon of the flight
made it posaibla they could "get
drunk and sober twice.”
But McCarthy was a famlly
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Alr* (“Danny Boy™), and” the
cholr sang a traditional ¥rsh

man deovoted to his wifo Judy, to
whom he lovingly referred to as
“the blond bombshell,” and his
six children, ssid the Birmingham

attornoy, with, “. . . may God hold you (n
Thu hour- Iunz funeral Maza the pnlm of his hand."* .
was characterized by traditional As many wept, the mess’con.

music like “The Lord is My
Shepherd” and “May Sonau of the

cluded with s McCarthy hmr{:o,
“When Irish Eyes aro Smiling.”

Angels Weleomu You Perhapa the cotting waos- bm
But [t also highlighted songa rized by one of the cels-
McCarthy festured on his nnuunl

brants, the Rev. Jack Bulwt, who
in October s scheduled to ‘per-
form the marriags eemmoni' for
McCarthy's youngest son, Jample.

“Everybody loved J.P." ulgl
tho eszociato pastor. L
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St, Patrick’s Day party/b
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