THE WEEKEN

bl Dk el g e 48 ek b« YA

“The Warped Tour® with Sca-
weed, starts at 1 p.m., Phoenix
Plaza Amphitheatre, Pontiac,
(313) 961-MELT.

Mainstreet Comedy Showcase
in Ann Arbor presents comedi-
enne Judy Gold.

Family fun, including dis-
plays of blue ribbon baked
goods, farm animals and car-
nival rides await at the Michi-
gan State Fair

Hot tix: Gilda’s Club pre-

sents; Motor City Women
of Comedy at Mark Rid-.
ley’s Comedy Caatle in
Royul Oak, Sundey, Aug.
27. Call (810) 642-8900
for tickets.
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Fun and morriment await in the shire of Holly-

* grove at tho 1Gth annual Michigan Renalwance
Fostival in Holly through Sept. 24, .
n’I‘nyal back in time to tha,lﬁu‘ cantury European
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in focus: Tom Halsted has enjoyed
success with his Birmingham gallery
that presents the art of photography.
The Halsted Gallery is marking its
26th anniversary this year

- Halsted
~ Gallery:
A picture
of success

BY LINDA AN Crodmy
ArecuL Waircs

g¥hon Tom Halated openod
¥ gollery focusing on photogra-
 phy 25 years ago in Birming-
ham, hao realized it waa risky
business. Jn 1969 an entrepre-
neurinl venture specializing
entiroly in this medium had
been tricd by only a handful of

pid

galleriea in the country.

In those days photography in many minds
waan't even considerced a fino art 8o to cpen
gallery devoted to shuweasing it was nothing
less than living on the edge. In the carly
yeaes Halsted, with a wifo and two sraall
children to support, gave up his day job na
ataff phommnp}icr at BBDO but maintained

Halsted Gallery

 Location: 560 N. Woedward, 8lrming-
hiom, (810) 644-8284

» Hours: 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m, Tuesday
through Saturday

« Upcoming program: Tom Halsted wilt ba
the fostured spoaker 8t *“When Image Is
Everything: lnvesting In und Collecting
Photographlc Art," the next program In
Tho Bonk of Bloomfield Hills' 1695 Alter-
native invostment Serles.

« Whon: 7.8:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 24,

* Whora: The Townsend Hotet in downtown
Birmingham,

* Cost: Admission I3 free but resorvations

a commercial y studio i
banka end still life for Chrysler and Mopar
on film to pay tho bills,

“Back then, thoy wore buying only the well
known, They wouldn't take a chance on the
unknown,” said Halated, who lives with his
wile, Carol, in Bloomfield Hills.

*Today, og]c are more willing to take a
risk. 'I‘huy?r:: roadening thelr horizons a lot,
Photogeaphy I8 a vory cxciting medium and
other peoplo arv getting very oxcited and
very passionato about it.”

Beginnings

Haslsted opencd that firat gallery in an
ompty old house since rared for o commaercinl
dovolopment. Ho credits tho sousoned wis-
dom of Lee Witken of the succesefu) Witken
Caflory, a photugraphy-only spaco in Now
York City, for helping him gat the gallery off
the ground. .

In the beginning Tho 831 Goellery at 831 E,
l\‘.-Elu Road sxhibited such mastorful works '
as Eugene Atgot's scductive portraita of
aris in tho carly 19009, and Anael Adams’
reathtaking American land Along
with the ph pha, Halsted held semi
s woll as stocked plunty of booka on the sub-

Jeet,
*“Wa sold books becausc how can you learn

1,
b

. about an art. form If you don’t read a book?

You have to spend a lot of timo atudying the
history of photography and looking at it but
12 will enrich your life If you can got into the
world of art a litllo bit."

o) d eoll thoir hand-

-mada wares and demonstrate timelesa crafta
including glass blowiny, pottery, and weaving.
Eight stages on the 15 acro wooded fostival site
rovide contl [ i including Jight
- Roarted drama, coniedy, classleal music, folk and
courtly dance, Along the shadad paths,

- m
‘ dgrauu in their follles, - :
Lo ek Carver haa participated fn cho festival for -
nino years, This year ha plays Ricards, o French

P
rato who got. inyolved with "two bumpkins wha :

aro ; coll Tho Bank of Bloom-
flotd Hills ot {810) 640-6224.

JOm HTORMZANDATAY PIOTOGRAPHIR

Gallery puts photos in the picture

dagusrreotype thoy think of portraits but
doguerrcotypo is more than just tho per-
traita. It's the landscapes and the occupa-
tiona,”

‘What does Halated collect? Turn-of-the-cen-
tury images from the industrial or mechani-
cal age such aa trains and factories. Ho also
collects aports photographs. One day he'd
like to nequira photes of the Civil War as woll
as ones by moaters Edward Weston and
Alfred Stieglitz.

Succees .

To what does Halsted attribute his running
a successful gallery for 26 yearn? Tho answer
is lots of initintivo and hard work. Evon
though ho foresaw the riso of thia mechanical
and somowhaot maogical medium on the art
horizon, Halsted “didn't #it and wait for cus-
tomers to como into tho gallery, Inatead, ho
took tho gallery to museums and collectors,

Varioty

Tho gallery carrics both color, and black
and white golatin-gilver prints, a favorito of
Halated's,

“Black and white silver prints aro much
more dramatic. Color photography ia somo.
thing wo meo cvery day. Color doesn’t sapa.
rate tha tonal values, and tho black and
whito eilver prints that are toned, it gives it
n ronl romantic fecl.”

Photography s a relatively young medium.
Invention of tho daguerreotype, an ancestor
of the modern negative-print ayatem, in 1838
gave artiste not only the means of recording
an image, but hvlghusn(ng‘jt as well. A'm'rd

ing the country from conat to coast to
this day.

Today, ho runs tho Halsted Gallery, which
opened {n 1074 in its present locatfon at 560
N. Woodward in Birmingham's Gallery Row,
with the help of his daughter, Wondy.
Throughout the years Halsted has shown tho
work of Yousuf Karsch, Edward Weaton,
Andre Kertesz, Michael Kenna and Lowis W,
Hino (known for his documentary photos of
child-labor abuses {n factorics that oventual-
1y holped win passoge of laws protecting chil-

ren from Industrial exploitation).

Halstod's criteria for what makes a (good)
photo starts with tho heart, Craftamanship
or mastery of the medium mated with an

hi; ition top hia list. Several

ing to Halnted, this f

appeals to a lot of young people becausa it's
nffordable, they identify with it and it will
probably incronse in veluo. Whea the gallery
first openod Halated bought &n Aniscl Adama
for $160. He resold it 10 years Jator for
$11,600.

*Samo !mopln want to know that it will go
up in value, and in most casos it has. Others
Just buy {t because thay liko it. I like to tell
people, look for sumothing you really like
that makos your life more oxciting and bet.
ter, thon find out if it will bo a good invest.
ment.”

*“Currontly tho market 1s gotting to be for
Amorican daguorroatype ne opposed to
British. Whon many pooplo think of

times a ycar ho travels to Californis, Chica-
go, Now York, Kalamazeo and Ann Arbor in
saarch of such a photo.

*1 look for an imago that is visually stimu-
Iating, 0 it stays with you in your mind.
Every day wa'ro bombarded with thousands
of imngos.”

« aIf it's an edition of 80 make sure all of

thom are printed with tho samo quality, A
good photo has a lasting impression, You
koop coming back to it. You'd think thore
would bo a lot of that out there but it'a roally
hard to find.”

- Linda Ann Chomin of Canton Township isa

freclance writer specializing in the visual
arte,
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“Wo do tho show twice a day, svery day of foatival
-on the Griffon Stage,” said Carver who shares n
homo in Troy with tho other two pirates _ Adoun
are, “Wo just can’t
 socm to rot away from aach other, We met at Oek-
vorslty, and have wurkoed in various shows
lucli hroe M ' Wo

show that was a combinstion of iilusion and com-
bat. Tho festival had an idea for a pirate show, and
becnuse we had worked
togother bofore, Wg had input into writing lines

roography. )
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