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Gasoline generators rated by hours of power

. \

We have roceived a
couple inquities about
standby gasoline.
I powored - gencratars,
the onea that you
could buy and put in
your garage (or oot~
tage) until the power
fails.

BAR Most  gasoline-
JENSEN powored generators are
denigned ta supply
power “on the Job,” allowing a worker to
uso his electric tools when there is no
nearby source of eloctric power, A gener-
ator used for this kind of portable power
doocn't need o large gasoline tank. It
has to run just an hour or two, and ro-
filling a gasoline tank in not a big chore,

Keop the sizo of the gasolino tank in
mind when you go out looking for o gas-
olino-powored gonorator. Gasoline
tanks come in sizes ratod by how long
thoy keop the generator going: the long-
er the better, But often you will soo a
two-hour tank. This is not enough if
you want to replace enough electricity
to kecp your houschold running electri-
cally for a couple days.

You can stretch the length of time a
g tor will run betw refills by
running it at half its ratod power (using

a 2,000-watt generator to produce 1,000
watta), This means buying a heavier
(and more expensive) genorator. But big
engines run more smoothly then emall
engines. .

1If you plan to run eloctronic equip-
ment with your gencrator, bo sure to
find out whether the manufacturer aaya
ita generator will produce the kind of

powar needod to run electronic equip- -

ment. Thero ia a big differenco in gener-
ating power for a drill and genoroting
power for a homo computer.

Tho power can be pretty “rough” and
stlll do a fine job with a concrete drill.
But that power won't do such a good job
with the computer.

If you want to run a homo computer
ond tho generator you seloct does not
put out smooth-enough power, you'll
have to invest In somothing that will
“gmooth out” the power.

Generators usually hove scveral elec-
trical outlets, You probably will want to
buy several heavy-duty extenslon cords
to carry the power from thesa outlets, If
posaible, keep the length of the cords
down to 50 or even 26 feot. The longer
the oxteneion cord, the greater tho volt-
age drop. - "

Anothor concorn is the noise your
machine will make: If you live in a city
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with a nolse ordinance, you could very

well violate it with e gasollne-powered

eloctricity generator. Check this out.
But if you live lllu-unl aroa, or aro

1f you are concerned about wide-spread
powoar failures (such as those in New
York), store some gas -— but nover in an
occupled dwelling. Put some shell-lifo

buying 8 \’

B your '3
power is unreliable, noise may not be
much of a problem.

Depending on your pl d use, you
may want to store gasoline for your gen-
erator, When tha olectricity goes off,
service station gasoline puimnps won't
pump: they aro pawered by electricity.

xtender In the gasoline to kosp it from
going bad so quickly.

Barry Jensen welcomes your comments
and suggestions for topica for future col-
umnas. His telephone number is 313-953-
2125, This number has voice mail at-
tached, 60 you can call ot any time.

Bonsai society holds show

The Ann Arbor Bonsal Sodlety in-
vites tho public to iu. angual)ohow 10

fer plant materials and supplies. Lec-
tures and d trath on vari

am. to 5 pm. 8 day, Aug
26-27, at the University of Michigan
Matthael Botanical Gordons, 1800 N.
Dixboro In Ann Arbor.

More than 100 trees will bo on dis-
play demonstrating somo of the beat ex-
amples of the art form. Vendors will of-

pocts of bonsai will bo presented.
Adult sdmizsion is $2. For more infor-

tion, call club president John Lind-
say at (313) 878-6237.

With this show, the Ann Arbor Bon-
sl Society celchbrates its 25th anniver-
sary,
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Selecting Plant & Animals for your Water Garden
August 22,23, & 24
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