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cotta pots. On
Real Wood Trunks!
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The mophistication
of an Oriental influ.
ence Is unmistakable. I
onjoy adding this
touch of glamor to
somo of my work.

It is cxsential to
know that there oxist-
od Chinese dynastiea.
To explain them would
occupy much more
upaco than 1 am al-

lowed. Dynastics spell

Y

4 out periods of time, as exemplified by
4 the Ming dynasty (1368-1643), followod
# by the Ching dynasty (1644-1912). The

most usable for our purposea was tho
K'ang Hsi dynasty (1662-1722). Thera
are many, many prestigious items avail-
able that are within the reech of some
lucky buyers,

Thelr chairs were customarily fash-
joned of hardwood. Their introduction
into the homs changed domestic lifo in

i} China. The yoko back il or horseshoo
k¥ shapes are probably the most essily rec-
N ognized chairs. They each have
3R cavo eplat and splayed legs that pro-

a con-

duced an object that transcends tho cat-
egory of the decorstive arts. (Sce

%] illustration.) There i3 a direct relation-

ship to the English Queen Anne chair.

3 This chair arrived on the scene at least

1560 years later, and leaves no doubt oa

1 to the derivation of its spoon-ehaped

3 nplat.
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Ve Joame Fabrics in the New Tom Puzs.
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Mortgomery Ward in Wonderiand. |
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bo heavier and more ornato, and ever
mote exquisite. Altar coffers were often
cinnabar lacquer. Singular fully
lacquered antiques ere spellbinding,
and are unparalleled in a Y
or tradltional interior,

The original cupboards stored bedd-
ing and personal objects, probably 17th
and 18th century innovations. The inte-
riors of theeo were also often Incquered,
perhaps red o dark green. Theso often
have & fascinating silhouctte with
elightly tapered sides. (See illustration.)
Some cabinets with a mare architectur-
ol fecling aro stacked In two or three
cections. Currently wo might obacrve
one section incorporated Into a distin-
guished and incredible television cobi-
net.

Desks appeared in the 17th century.
They were also portable, casily disaa-

bled for trovel. Tables and high

] with gilt threads woven throughout,

completely covered chairs for haif the

24 ycar 83 o protection against drafts in
3 colder montha. Theae fabries alto add-

stands, wazh stands, stools and gaming
tables rounded out other Chineso furni-
ture. Antique accessory boxes, mirrors
and tiny chests made of camphorwood
aro otil] to be seen in shops.

Hardware wes of vital importance,
and always mokes [ts own statement.
Handsome brass banding thence came
into existence. Thero wero standard
shapes of ball handles: atop bail, post
and bail, and square. Theso had a con-
slderable influence on the West. Bail
and drop pulls artived here in tha 16th
and 17th century on lacquer chesta, im-
ported by the East Iodia Company.
They relate to Willlam and Mary, and

- Queen Anne drop pulln. It in interesting

to note that when tho Cbln:u b'a,b

Lol

d e importance and eplendor in honor of

very special guests. Desiroble and co-
veted pieces sre still available, Often

Bl they are In the form of an incredible ki-

mono.

Beda, either tezterod or alcove, were
30 construcied that thoy could bo as.
semblod or dismantled easily, This per-
mitted travel with an sccompanying

& bod, only for the wealthy. To locats sn
research,

antique bed wouid require
Couches, called Ch'uangs, had pada

about two inches thick so they dida't
distort the proportions of the plece.

Thers wero also daybeds thet were long
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~ Chiress laoquered fumiture terds to

shaped backp were P
down thoy becams the backplates of the
English Georglan period.

One of the interiors 1 did a good num-
ber of years ago, and of which [ am \‘r:x
proud, Involved custom-made b
Llacquer C. del The home
had a sizablo entrance foyer, s large
open living toom and an opan adjeining
dining room. | wuntod tho throo areas to
open up into ona supar-epace, fn which
the clionta could entertain. It even lu.
volved dancing on theis derful hend-
wood floars, This space was exacuted by
folding beck these inordinate screen
panels. They were made to elido on
tracks that wero countersunk into the
floor, Each alde of the entranco ermin’.,
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