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Kisssnty wWeicirr

Adventure: Tom Berenger (Lewis Gates), a rugged bounty hunter who journeys with
Barbra Hershey (Dr. Lillian Sloan), a {'estyfcmale anthropulogist discover a place lost
initime deep in the Montana wilderness in “'Last of the Dogmen,” a contemporary
romantic-adventure film.

Tracker, anthropologist -
try to solve Indian mystery

High up In the Montana wilder-
ncss and deep In the recessea of
the forest llca a secret. For more
than 130 years, it has been hidden
behlnd a natural fortress u{

terralne, |
peaka and improbable odds,

It is a place lost in time.

When three convicts escape
into the secluded Ozbow region of
the Rockies, top tracksr and
bounty hunter Lewia Gates (Tom
Berenger) in bired to find them
and bring them back. Ho sats out
with his dog, Zip, and follows
their trai! further and further into
the mountalna, until he comes
upon something he cannot ex.
plain — a Cheyenno Jndian arrow
n “Last of the Dogmen™ opening
Friday, Sept. 8 at motro Detroit
movio theaters. Although hoe con-
cludes that the convicta are dead,
he senses somecthing extraordi-

REVIEW

nary up thero §s very much allve.
Gates returns to town and tells
Sheriff Decgan (Kurtwood Smith)
that he believes the convicts wero
killed. Deegan, his adversarial
former father-in-law, {s not satia-
fied with Gates' oxplanatlon.
Gates, oth! mystifled by amow,
begins researching his find and
decides to contact anthropologlst
Lillian Sloan (Barbara Hershoy).
Intrigued, the two sct out to-
gether, thelr mutual curiosity
avercoming their differences as
they travel decper and doper Into
tho mysterlous and remoto out-
back. As the days pass, doubt seta
in and Gates and Lilllan begin to
wonder If thelr scorch is nothlng
more than an elaborate case of
wish{ul thinking. What they ulti-
mately dlscaver threatens to force
hack tho hand of time with a rove-
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lation so shocklng It will chenge
(hdr tives forever.

“Last of the Dogmen,” written
ond directed by Tab Murphy,
ntars Tom Berenger and Barbara
Hershoy. The {ilm slso features
Kurtwood Smith, Steve Reevis,
Andrew  Miller, Eugune
Blackbear, Dawn Lavand, Helen
Calohasen snd Gregory Scatt
Cummlna.

It was filmed over a 13-week pe-
tiod on location In Lagunas do
Zemposlu. M:xh‘x‘) nnd locations
0

Bl always wanted to
do a story sbout Na-
tive Americans be-
cause | was fascinat-
ed by thom as I was :
growing up. This film s ;
a comblnation of all of :
my Interosts dovetail- :
Ing Into one story. The
wlldornoss, Indians, |
animals, adventure,
it's all here. l enfoyed :
creating the place,a !
pristino environment

In which thls trlbe of
Indians oxisted with
thelr culture un- !
touched by the white
man and modorn clvill-
zation.’

Tab Murphy

dlreclar

With the terrible teraln and |
weather conditions, these Dog- *
men have always been presumed
dead.

Murphy takes the story from
reality into fantasy with the idea
that thia group survived the harsl
winter and surroundings to eatab- !
liah th deep in a hidden

ky
Mountains. The film is a Savoy
Picturea release.

“I always wanted to do & story
about Natlve Americans becousa
1 waa fascinated by them as I waa
growing up,” said Murphy, who
also wrote stories about them as a
child. “This film {s a combination
of all of my interests dovetalling
into one story, The wilderncss,
Indians, anfmals, adventure, it’s
ail here. I enfoyed creating the

place, a pristine in

velley whero thoy preserved thelr
culture in isolation well into 20th -
century. As Murphy tells the ato-
ry, after the massacre, tho Chey- .
onne were wamned by a mystical :
wolf to aveid the white man at ail -
costs and for all time and thus,
never ventured into the nearby .
clvilization.

‘The resulting story created
both an homnge to a vanishing
m!lum and a foeal point for tho f

hip between B

which this tribe ol‘lndlnnl nhted
with thelr culture

and quhey- chnumn — two *

the white man and modern clvili-
zation.”

In "Last of the Dogmen" Mur-
phy took an historical event —
the Sand Creck Massacre of tho
Cheyenne Indians in 1864 — an
poscd tho question: “What if a
group of Cheyenne Dog Soldiera
(warriors known as ‘Dogmen’), es-
caped the massacre, fled into the
wilderness and  sctuslly sur-
vived?”

‘The premise for Murphy's story
hes its roots in historical reparta
about a group of Dog Soldiers who
did escape into the mountainoun
Ozbow region after the massacre.

Compelling ‘Rangoon’
often hard to watch

By Bos THOMAS
AP NEWAFTATURES

From the beginning of his 30-
year career, John Boorman has
proved an uncompromising direc-
tor. Forget his ane misstep, tho
abysmal *Ezorclst IT: The Here-
tic.” The rest of his work has beon
marked by o mvi:y of purpose
and visua) brillian

“Point Blank," "Hn!] intho Pa.
cifie,” “Excalibus,” “The Emer.
ald Porest,” "ana snd Glory”
and his masterwork “Deliver-
anco” bore the individual stamp
of n dedlcated Almmaker, Always,
he seemed to ignore the fads and

llsts caught up -
in cxtraordinary elrcumatances. -

“What’s Interesting and special
about thia film is that it defies ca
tegarization, ™ eaid producer Joel :
B. Milchaets. “It's not sbout eny
ons thing and yet it's about many
things. It's not o perfod film, but
there's that element. It's not |
about Cheyenne, yet it explores
thelr culture. It's not western, yet
It haa that feel to it."”

Pethnps, this film is best un-
derstood a3 a fantasy joumney :
which transfonna an ugly chapter *
of American history into a stary
about hope, pride and cnduring
traditions,
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T i
their cause. She and U Aung Ko |
and tho young rebels embark on
&n escape to Thailend. Danger s
everywhere as the army troops fol-
low them through the lush’
Burmese countryside. It lu a hero-
ic trek, full of tension and excite-
ment.

Boorman's gifted visual lvnu
contrasts the intense beauty ol
the country with the brutality of
the soldlers. Somo of the actlon |
hard to watch, especially the mes. .
sucre of clvilians in Rangoon. But |

O e s a2 fashions of the movie world. tha overalf effect ls compelling.
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