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Freshmen

Kv MARIE CHEsTNEY
BTAYY WRITZA

At Clnrenemdlln High, each
freahman gets a “buddy,” a senior
who has) learned tho ropes and
mada l!. successfully through
threo yeara of high school.

Sometime In the next two

ks, the match-up between
freshimen end senior mentors will
take place, For freshmen, the
msteh-up Is mandstory; sonlors
who are themselves struggling
may chooua not to pasticipate.

For two years how, the linking
of tie two cleases has taken place
becauso of what Principal David
Slmownkl calla the “critieal freshe
man year.”

“The majority make the tranai-
tion from middle to high school
smoothly,” Simawaki asid. “But
thero is a high corrolation be-
tweon thoso who drop out at age
16 and those who aro not success-
ful as freshmen. It'a critical In
thot (Irat year that a good (ounda
tian be sot.

“If a strong foundation in ut.,

the house is strong and well-built.
IC.it's weak, tho bouss could fall
and crumble, It doesn't get any
more critical than that first year.
Not that they can't tum things
around later, but the tone Is set.
“We'ro seeing the transition
from middle to high school be-
comlng mors and more difficult.
Incoming ninth-graders are tak-

ing longer to make it.”
On Thursday, this year's fresh-
man class et Cl ille High

learn ropes
with buddies

CLARENCEVILLE

succeas are sown,” said Harold
Makinen, ossistant principal,
“Freshmen can't drop out- of
achool. But if m fool around
and don't camn ta, they'rs at
rsk of not graduating. If they
don't pass their classcs and get
behind, then sophomores are back
to belug freshmen egain.”

It sometimes happens that stu-
dents move along to the point
that they arc senlors but can't
greduate becauss they don’t have
snough credits, Slmow-u aald. In
fact, he 2ald, In this year's senior
class In a senfor now in his fifth
year at high school,

He, too, made bad declilons as
a freshman, Simowski sald.

A lot of how things are dons in
high school, Makinen said, ia
leamed by trial and error, The
buddy systom helps freshmen
muoke fewer orrora by gotting in-
formation from somcono who
knows how the school works. For
example, the senfor might give the
freshman tips on how to try out
for the balkelball team.

“I feel the buddy system docs
make a. difference,” Simowski
said. “Thero’s somebody in thelr
awn ogo group who demonstrates
that they care about them In an
educational sense and want them
to achleve. The {reshman secs 8
person who has mads it, who hos
met the challenges. 'K‘huy thlnk ‘i
Uuymndoil.lca:n too.'

heard firsthand from a soph

mnnerl]ly

who last year skipped a lot of
classes and now has to make up
this credita ahe failed tocam as a
freoshman.

Over the summer, the sopho-
moro cams to realize how foolish
the had been. And she wants to
make sure this years group of
freshmen doean’t make the samo
mistakes sho did.

“She’s como back with a new
attitude, and {2 willing to talk to
the students,” Slmowski eaid.
“Ske made a wholo lot of bad de-
cislons last year. Sha knows thoy
won't all llzun to her, but lhn-
willing to try.”

.Numerous factors — from the
freedom of an open caripus to a
rigid attendance policy to a new

+ care curriculum — hit all fresh-
men coming In from Clarenceville

Middle Sclmol Bomo adjust well

acsdemically and socislly to the
new. rules and new classes; other’s

don't.
"lt 's hore that the seeds ol non-

made; otherwi

, the
made mdamly With 90 {relhc
men ond 90 aenlors, this ycar's
crop of students match up per-
{ectly. If o senlor declinea to par-
ticipato, another senlor will wind
up with two freshmen to mentor.

“Both have to want to dothlato
make {t work,” Makinen eaid.

The buddy system Is meant to
help cut Clerencsvitle’s drop-out
rete, currently about 6 percent
oach yzar.

"It jusl one drops out, that's
not good,” Simowaki eaid. “Our
roal is to keep everyono in school,
Wo don't want to lozs anyone. If
they drop out, they generally do it
as a sophomare, when they're 16,
because they have not exper-
enced success. The stato says
they have to hang in until 16, but
what if we haven't hooked them?”

In the weeke ahead, Slmowaki
also will talk to the freshmen in
amall groups. Toples ho'll bring
up include organizational ekills

and goal setting.

Fieger: Prosecutor wasting
money on Kevorkian case

By PAT MURPHY
BTAY? WRITER

...The chief defense sttorney for
f.lu pbysiclan known as “Dr.
Death”™ sald O

akland tazpayers
— and county officisls — -hau!d
o uplet with the

- secutor’s office for wasting mono{
m mnl!nulnx to prosecuta J
nder an expired atate
law,
“He (Prosscutor Richard

1‘iwmplon) Is wostlng a Jot of
m"!f‘h lawryer GoofTrey N, Fleger
[y

being the dau for Kevorklas to
stand tris) under an expired state
statute (hat madse asslsting & sui-
dgl"h a falony,

B 'The Leglslature
thought so little of the
law IR didn't renew It.’

Geoffrey N. ‘f‘leger

bor, and Dr. All Khalili of Chica-
[

Thursdey was the sscond day
In a row that an Oakland Clrcult
Judge said Kevorklan could stand
trial for assicted suicide. Judge

csday

suled thers was enough evidence
to justify Kevorklan standing trial
in the 1891 desths of Marjorle
Wmu, 68. and Sherry Miller, 43.
did not appesr at ei-

toss in Livi

was referring to the state
with &

um court hesring But his ﬂnm
boyant attornsy predicted hi
would win each trial, Pm«uﬂnl
hls cllent was sn abuse of powez,
e naid, and a waste of money,

A spokesman for tha prosecu-
tor's office, howover, relterated his
contantion that Kevorkian should
stand telal lnr aaslated suicide, If
not mf

asslsting in tke suicides of
m{cdck uuf ili, uld chief

mads
.mlr.id‘ a felony with a mdnnm

Faien "mh

. nﬂlev wili Im’ppod

Buntin

. Buntingsald.

Furthermore, the ymucmm’l

daneo
to wareant
Cc bhl for mur-
evidance witl

wu not
Kevosklan
dor. “We

- show Mﬂﬁg‘m a.szv-
’ 1 ‘dosths Ar
‘st Joria Wants and Bhery Millsr, -

C’ville’s music students get new class

BY MARIE CHESTNEY
ETAYF WRITER

Bond ctudents at Clarence-
villo Middle School no longer
will bo locked out of taking a
cleas §n vocal muslc,

At the request of music teach-
or Troy Nelson and principal
Carl Wegner, the Clarencoville
Board of Education Thursday
opproved adding a “show chals”
to tho list of middlo school ox-
tracurricular activities,

Up unt!]l now, band students
who also wanted ta cxplore vocal
mualo could not do so hecauss
both classes toke place during
the same hour, C

The trustees' approval of tho
now after-school clasa hinges on
gotting approval of the teachers
unlon, the Clmncovllh Educa-

cal mualc studonts couldn’l I.mlu
band, Students had ta choose
betweon the two.

“Thore's maybe 30 studenta
who can't take cholr bocause
lhlcg'm in the band," Wagner
saic.

'l'iw ehow cholr will mest be-
foro school starls, at 7:30 am.
on Tuesdays and Thorsdays In
the middle schiool chofr room.
No grade will bo given for the
extracurricularclass, -

While all students can audi-
tion for the cholr, it is apecifical.

ly designed for band students
who can't rehearse and perforn
with the cheoir claws, Nelson
said. Auditions will take place
during the first two weeks of
September,

In a “show cholr,"sstudants
both xing and move ta chpreo-
graphed rhythm to the hest.{The
30-plus-member cholr will Jper.
form o minlmum of twa an:m
during the yenr, K

Kevorkian vlahud state
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