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or those of us who think that governors
should actually do for the governed the

fF

nothing 50 clever or pretentious as that. It's sim-
ply the Farmington Hills Ice Arena, if you
please, and it's open for business at Founders
Sports Park down on Eight Mile Road.

Well, let’s hope they put their creative efferts
into the design, construction and management
of the municipal ice arena, not its name.

Hills voters in August 1994 said yes to the
band issue that provided about $6 million for an
arena with multiple surfaces. Hopefully, the bond
debt will be retired through revenue genernted
through nrena operations.

Now, the Observer has always favored an ice
arena in the Farmington area — s long asit'an
first-rte ane ond some plan o be devised to make it py.

We've taken an early lock, and the city scems
1o be making good on the former point. Sure,
there are a few (dozen) details to get squared
away, but that's the case with most new can-
struction. Overall the rink's loaking great, we think.

The old Zamboni's going to have to make o
few hundred trips over the ice surfaces before
that question of profitability is scttled,though. *

Toward an in-the-black balance sheet, we

t on ice?
Remember consultant’s advice

hercby reiterate some of what was considered
good advice from a consultant when the idea of

pro shops, other stares) and a comfortable set-
ting to keep the customers coming back.

® A rink should be user- and spectator-friendly.
1f the rink is (or turns into) a metal hulk, freez-
ing cold inside with uncomfortable scats, filthy
restrooms and no placo to buy a cup of coffec ora
bag of peanuts, forget it. The customers will.lf
this rink is run right, thougb, it could become a
mecea far winter sports enthusizsts from all over
the Midwest. It might even becomoe a tourist attmcs
tion in ita own right. Dellars would be brought into
the comumutnity’s cconomy.

There is a demand for recreation on iee, we think.
If other area arenas are experiendng hard times
financially, it isn't for lack of skaters. Ico users
have to be shochorned in at midnight and at 4
a.m. and 5 a.m.

So, we're happy there's an ice arena, and
wo're happy therc's o Founders Sporta Park to
put it in. Founders Sports Park that's the old
Sod Farm the city purchased for recreation
purposcs a few years ago, Now there's another
excellent example of the governors doing for

the governed.

here’s much merit in the lateat,
- F scaled-down plan for a new Tiger Sta-
B dium in Detroit. Owner Mike Ilitch
wauld be reaponsible for building o new
$200 million major league baseball park.
Government’s role would be confined to $60
million for roads and infrastructure — no
big general fund commitment.

We don't share the widespread notion
that government, at cither the local or state
level, must b2 a major partner in o baseball
stadium. .

. Baseball is show biz. It is privately

. Gov. John Engler grasps thot fact of life;
« he apparently has read the polls. In the

any way, There's a bitter Grand Rapids va.
Detroit rivalry in the State Capitol; the
Senate cven has a task force to sort out
who's getting the most pork.

The governor, however, has'a handful of
ace cards. One ace is that road funds can be
committed by the State Transportation N

New stadium plan has merit

Detroit wants the stadium, and most
suburbs don't. Detroit has been the home of
a major league team since the 1870s, when
the baseball club was named for a locaily
raised Civil War unit. The world wouldn't
collapse if the team left town, but most
folks here are Tiger fans and want the team
to stay in Detroit.

Without question, llitch's building a new
atadium near downtown would hurt neigh-
borhood businesses near the old stadium at
Michigan Avenue and Trumbull. Landown-
ers, including a church, run parking lots.

revenue to survive,
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city of Farmingtoa Hills proudly presenta an ioe crena was first propoeed mare than two years ogo.
(cue the fanfare!) the Farmington Hills Ice Arena. The expert said: e Pdtactn Uy o SN N
No fancy-schmancy name here. Its not The P11t tokes more than just ice to mndo a good are- i AN
. Igleo, or The lee House, or The Good Skate. No, | na. 1t takes the amenitics (restaurants, lounges, N au {@

Operding quality tive with the kone

team--you just kave 0 be there,

\

LETTERS

‘A fino system’
uesday, I left my offico late in the momn-
ing to celebrate the first doy of the 1995-
96 school year with my two children.

As the bus pulled to a stop and they jumped
aboard, greeted their on-time driver and re-
newed old acquaintances, [ was struck by just
how fortunate they aro to be enjoying and cx-
celling in the Farmington Public School System,
specifically Hillsido Elementary.

I returned to my offico with & profound sense
of satisfaction that every parent strives for, thot
being providing a better opportunity for one’s
children than wo were provided for as children.

Imagine my surprise when later that day I
had the oceasion to peruse your headline and

t stery, “Parents Choase New School Path.”

How do four disenchanted parents out of an
assumed population of 5,000 ar more rate page
eone headlines? Before we walk too far down the
road toward alleged declining academic stan-
dards, the question of their perspective bega to
be asked.

Originally raised and educated in suburban

Upon moving hero wo contemplated n similar

As the Engler to

ation prep:

nesses don’t make a profit on toilets, and
thoy will try to cut corners. The current ag-
ing and rickety stadium is particularly defi-
cient in such facilities,
@ Require the new stadium to bo
to the handicapped and fully comply with
the Americans With Disabilities Act.

11

Commission, which the governor appol
the Legislature tried and failed totie STC's handa.
Other aces are the Michigan Strategic
Fund, “renaiszance zone” laws, cleanup ¢
funds and the like. Engler may be right
when he says he won't have to deal with the
Legislature.
Engler’s proposal views the Detroit Base-
ball Co. as & big business project and ap-
pears to trest it accordingly. The state

- for show biz?

B Require planty of iently placed wa-
ter fountains, Ball games last an hour
longer todoy than when Ifitch was o kid.
We ean cite horrible cxamples of new
Grapefruit Leaguo stadi in Florida
where water fountsins are hidden or inop-
crable and where pop sclls for $2.50. We
shouldn't allow the Tigers to get away with that.
8 Keop a sherp eye on parking rates, Mo-
nopolies gougo consumers whenover they

southeastern Michigan.

‘Summer werit
too fast, Wo .

*Yes. 'm ner-
vous about going

i We choso Hillside instead because

Bad attitude

n reading your story of Aug. 28, *Parents
Choose New School Path,” | was appalled at
Superintendent Maxfield's attitude townard R
gifted and talented children.

1 would like to let these parents know that
they nre not alone in their struggle. I have
known of other parents at Wooddale who have
felt the same way and have left under similar
circumstances.

The sizable ¢ of former Farmi o
gifted students at the Roeper School for the gift- )
¢d in Bloomfield Hills is additionatl proof how '
desperate parents aro to escape philosophics S
and policics they know are not meeting the R
needs of their children. -

Maoxficld's ling "equity is challenging every
kid* is ridiculous, How does neglecting gifted
children challenge anyone? To deny a gifted ..
child who in functioning two or three grade lov- . -
els nhead of tho rest is to smother that child’s
true potential, R

For the Farmington School District to be do- '
ing this on such n large scale is not only unjust,

owned. Players' salafies are privately nego- | Souvenir stands and bars pick up busincsa. Detroit, my wifo and I have lived in half the it's exclusionary to these children from the

. tinted. Government has no role in subsidiz- | Ilitch’s strategy is that his club must have states L Californin and the Caroli whole educational process,
ing such enterprises by being a atadium a monopoly on parking, food and everything I've mado the investmenta in private schools Why shouldn't parents be angry when they .
partner. in order for the club to generate cnough that many parents contemplate. sco tho school district misapproprinting Sec. ‘57 i

state aid monoy from gifted programs and fun-
neling them into general enrichments? If this ia

T'm compelled to ask the question to those
parents so di { — Is your defection to
private schools or home learning part of tha so-
lution or perh. ic of problem?
If you don't believe it's part of the problem, take
a good look ot your children when all tho neigh-
borhood gets off that public bus that they nren't on.
Do better than Jook. Ask them, really ask
them, how they fec!. I don't think youll hear
them say they fecl gilted or smaster. And, by
the way, if your children aro really forthright
with you, that pain you'll fecl in your chest that
ends up welling in the corners of your cyes is

- House of Representatives, the Republican help Hlitch’s business, we would offer theso of the helmingly positive t for | what inclusion is all about, then wake up, you !
" caucus is rebelling at the prospect of any cautionary suggestions: 1 ing. Parcnts are d ici, special ed ion parenta, your stato aid funding
* state money going into a Detroitstadium in | 3 Regquire adeguate restroom stalls. Busi. i their child's ed may bo next.

The systom is misdirected and needa to
bo fixed. If Mr. Maxfield was really scrious
about “challenging all kids,” ho'd mako the
AP classes the standard for all atudonts.

What we have today in Farmington is tho
“popular school” of tho average majority.
‘Tho majority accepts the tho averago cur-
riculum; anything better than averagoe is
considered an elitist threat,

The Farmington District for years has
loaded students’ timo up with lots of after
schools aports and very little homowork.
Farmington's gradinz and nsacssmenta aro

the prico you are paying for your
children’s social dovelopment, all the while

searching for an education that you'll never ob-
Jectively ba ablo to determine whether it was

(L) lized thoy do rlot nisrt parents,
students or the public to some very real
needs in our schools, This is what concerns
tho parents of tho gifted children who are

widens roads, impraves drains, adds free- can. worth tho price. now leaving in disgust.
way ramps, installa trafic signols and gives Under such circumstances, a new Tiger Coeat to coant 1o const, wo enjoy ono of the Buro, 96.7 percent of Farmington's stu-
tax breaks for industrial plants. Why not Stadium could help bageball survive in finest achool systema anywhere, Let's dents grad , but what aro tho stan-

parents to collectively, objectively and coopora-
tivoly keep striving to make it oven better. A
first step in that direction might includo print.
ing tho perspective from one of tho 5,000 or moro
satisfied parents.

J, Bruce Lange, Farmington Hilis

dards? These parents have a right to be
angry at tho averagoe values Maxfield and
the School Board aro instilling in all our
children, and their domorallzing influ-

enco.
Erlc Borregard, Farmington Hills
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independent frony the stories and

/ they cover,
sensational and t’ym darhing off to cover something eloc, We regard olirselves as both accurate

+ “journaléeis and ad caring citivens of the communitics whare we .
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