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Russsll Clifton (Vincent
Spano) and his wifo Dana (Maira
Kelly) appezr to have the perfoct
life. They're an sttractive, suc-
cesaful couple in their 30s with a
stable and loving relationship.
But one thing’s missing — a child
with whom to share their love.

Unable to conceive a baby of
their own, they visit an adoption
agency and are immediately
bewitched by the beautiful and

mysterioua young Janle (Julia
Devin). It is as though this ador-
able child chooses them, and they
are completely enamored of the
shy 6-year-old girl.
But the truth is Janio already
hu a sct of parents: the Nether-
, Leann (Dary! Hannah)
nnd John (Keith Carradine), who
are drifters and dangerous crimi-
nals. After a burglary went awry,
John and Leann wero forced to

arents fight to retrléVe adbpted child in thriller

e

"HMOVIES |

take flight and leave their daugh.
ter behind.

Now, as Ruasell and Dana wel-
come Janle into their homs, the
new family’s happiness ia threat.
cned by the specter of the chlld's
blological parenta.

Just as o semblance of domes-
ticity beging to form at the Cllf-
tons, the Notherwoods resppear
to clalm what [a thelra, Having
vowed to find their daughter,
John .nnd Leann will atop at noth-
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— including murder. And now
Rum‘l and Dana are forced to
fight for their lives to protect their
daughter, in Hollywood Plctures’
suspense “The Tie That
Binds,”" now playing at metro De-
troit mavio theaters,

Inspired by several

tebrated

cript thet elso probed important

hnuu about adoption and birth
rights.

B PREVIEW

ty transcends any barrier, which
|l something I think alt parenta
can [dentify with.

and returned to hialogicel par-
ents, screcawriter Michaol Auce-
bech (slt compelled to write the
acroenplay for “The Tie That
Binda."

“It started with news stories
about the Baby Jessica cane,” Au-
etbach rocalla. *“Then I read an
article in 'Atlantic Monthly’ mag-
azino called 'Problem Adopticns,’
which outlined tho problems as-
sociated with adopting older chil-
dren - the psychological adjust-
ment that paronta and children
have to go through. From those
two sources, tho scenario for thia
movie evolved.

cases In which adopted children
were removed from happy homes

Ths lay that loped
from Auerbach's initial ngenda to
“writa m scary Httle thriller” was a

At the same time — through
the horrors of eventa that unfold
in the screenplay — it oxplorea
some of the iasues of the nature of
what a family is, and what makea
a good parent, Can a mother and
father who aren’t socially accept-
able, or who live outsids the law,
atill be responsiblo parenta?

The writer of such popular
thrillera as “Woll* aad “Cape
Fear” Wealey Strick was coneid-
ering & number of projects with
which to make his feature fiim di-
recting debut.

Ho solected “The Tie That
Binds” becavso “the script dealt
with issucs of Joyalty to ono's
child, and the |dea that this loyal-

“I'm interested In tie dorkness
of buman, behavier as woll as
redemptlon,”
my mind, there's no hero who
{sn't in some way villainous cr ca-
pable of villainy when driven to it.
And llkawise, there’s no vitlaln
who doean't have his reasons, The
fdea that decency In always tinged
with amorality and darkness, and
that darknesa always has some
companent of light and the posal.
bility of redemption to it, is fasci-
nating. Even the eo-called
couple’ In the film is forced to do-
pcand to a cortaln level of aavage-
ry. They muat atrike back in the
most violent way thoy can in or-
der to survive.”

he continues, “Te
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