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STREET BEATS

Testament Records Sampler
— Various artists

“T'wenty-three tracks, spread over 73 minutes —
this i the sort of collection that funs of roota blues
and black folksong will fawn aver; and with good
reasn. What a great compilation!

The cumprehensive liner notes from famed
blues producer Pete Welding, the founder and
owner of Testament Records in 1963, are chock
full of insights and inside information, and make
an enjoyable read He tells us that Bill Jackson,
his first sigring, was w songater along the lines of
Mance Lipscomb and Jesse Fuller, Jackson's ver-
sion of “Titanic Blues,” with superb guitar play-
ing and vocals, points to a man who deserved
wider recognition. Welding also writes of blind
street singer Connie Williams, an alumni of the
same school for the blind that Ray Charles later

Jed He Ny played dion, but, as
his version of “One Thin Dime™ demonstrates, in
a the Rev. Gary Davis kind of ragtime style, he
was a first.rate picker.

~First-tate” is certainly the operative word here,
as one can easily glean from the roster here. J.B.
Hutto & The Hawks check in with a wicked “Pet
Cream Man.” Otis Span plays a wonderfully blue
“Nobudy Knows My Troubles,” Mississippi Fred

By CHrIsTINA FLoCO
STAT Waitex

The Presidents of the United
States of America are convinced that
their record company, Columbia
Recurds, is conspiring to create a
false sense of security for the band.

\Wherever they go — the Detroit-
area included — the quirky first nin.
gle “Lump” is played on the radio.

“1'1l never forget driving into New
York on our first promotional tour
and turning on {precedent.sctting ra-
dio station) Z100. Within five min-
utes they played ‘Lump.’ ¥ thought,
*Oh my God. This is inzane,'” aald
three-string  “'gui saist”/vocalist
Dave Dederer during an interview
from his Scattlo home.

“And then we were in France dur-
ing a promotional tour and we tumed
on FUN radio, the big station In
France, and 30 seconda later the xong.
came on. 1'm thinking that theso peo-
ple (record company executives) must
be orchestrating this to impress us.”

“Lump"” has captured n big per-
centage of the votes [rom alternative
rock listeners making it a Top 5 track

ive radio stations nation-

MzDowell is joined by the Hunter's Chapel Sing.
e£3 03 an inspired version of “Jesus On The Main-
line™ and comes back later to shake it down with
“Goin” Down South.”

Johnny Shines checks in with a rockin’ “Sa
Cold In Vietnam,™ an ironic combination of hot
rhythm with heartbreaking lyrics, then comes
hack in the program with a killer vension of *Hoo-
doo Snake Doctor Blues,™ a song dripping with the
ghost of Robert Johnson.

Flint's Dr. tsiah Ross, the (ondly remembered
one-man band that was such a presence
hervabouts 20 years ago, plays “Cat Squirrel,” »
song § recall first hearing from Jethro Tull in the
late '60s. John Wrenacher's classic “I'm going to
Detroit™ is here, too.

Eddie Taylor {on a classic Chicago-style "Peach
Tree Blues™), Robert Nightbawk (with a “Sweet
Black Angzel™-sounding “I'm Getting Tired™),
Johnny Littlejohn (on a standup version of “Dust
My Broom”) and Billy Boy Amald (“Pleading and
Crying™) share space with lesser known, but rarely
less impressive players, like John Lee Granderson
(who offees a gracious “A Man For The Nation™
froc: a campilaton of songa written after the aasas-
sination of John P. Kennedy), Eddic Lee “Mus-
tright™ Jones, The Chicago String Band, Jimmy
Watker & Erwin Hefler, Ruby McCoy (with a su-
perh Delta-styte “Black Mary™), Johnny Tumer &
Blues With A Feeling and others.

This is most decidedly not a collection that will
appezl to those blues fans who think tho blues
aas made to rock with a volume knob. This is raw
and this is real. This is the music that ultimately
ave birth to rock '’ roll, but as Fred McDowell
once said, "1 do not play po rock 'n’ roli, y'all. Just
the sweet acd natch’ blues.” And that’s all you're
going to find here.

—Mark E. Gallo

@ Yhis Is most decldedlynota
collection that will appeal to
those blues fans who think the
bines was made to rock with a
volame knob. This Is raw and this
is roat.

Flow, River of My Soul
— Single Gun Theory

_ listen to, but her soothing voice can’t distinguish
rost #oge from the oxat, 6f more importantly,

at

wide. A video for “Lump," shot in
Seattle and directed by Roman Cop-
pola, is an MTV Buzz Clip.

While the music In “Lump” is
upbeat, Dederer sces it as a somber
song. (With lyrica like “Lump sat
alone in a boggy marsh/Totally mo-
tionless except for her heart/AMud
flowed up into Lump's pajamas/She
totally confused all the passing piran-
has™ it's hard to think otherwise.)

“There's no definite idea of what
it’s about. It's just the way the words
play off each other. It's not a very goo-
fy sang. It's about a sort of disaffect-
ed. unconnected woman. A young
slacker who's not very in touch with
herself or any other people.”

Founded on the premisc that a
good time is the only kind worth hav-
ing, The Presidents of the United
States of America didnt become a
“real band” until eight months sgo,
according to Dederer.

Vocelist/two-string
Chris Ballew and Dederer performed
together for eight years around Seat-
tle until drummer/vocalist Jason
Finn of Love Battery joined on.

After self-producing a tape, The
Presidents of the United States lost
Finn temporarily when be went off to
tour with Beck. Upan his return, he
found his ncw band's 10-tong demo
had sold 600 copies over the course of
five shows.

In November 1934, The Presidents
played a Democractic rally in down-
town Seattle for the President of the
United S'ates of America, Bill Clin- ny to keep the puns to a minimum.
ton. Finn quit Love Battery in early “In fact wo toteily don't capitallze
1995, on that. We discourage the record la-

Dederer admits that when Colum.  bel from doing anything in red, white
bia approached his band, be was sp- and blue. ... That would be the
prehensive about signinga desal, death of us. We're already wacky and

Our Lady

BY CHRISTINA Fuoco
BTAFY BRITIR
Our Lady Peace guides [ts listeners
through faizly omnious waters on its
debut Sbum “Naveed” (Relativity).
The album’s firat track *“The Bird-
man,” & story of betzayal by someone
who scemed to be trustod, sets the
mood. “Hopeicssly a man starts lo
feed your day/Once he was thero you

Andrew'’s Hall.

*“We got o great record contract. 1
am very happy with it. Record con-
tracts are really desizned to screw the
ortist. Even if you're a superstar,
there’s not much you can do about it.
... It's hand to fathom tho way this
contract worked out.”

But he's warned the record compa-

ago when Maida, 8 fist-year crimi-
nology student at the University of
Toronto, and guitarist Mike Tumer
met and began playing with a succea-
sion of thythm sections. .

After agreeing in principle to seek
out players with as little musical
common ground s&s poosible, they
joined forces with visceral baasist
Chris Bacrett and then-recont high

never looked back/How did you think  school gradusts Jereny Taggart, a
that his words might just fade sway/  drummer on the jazz of Milea
seemed harmleas cnough so you  Davis and John Coltrane.

He

tet him in 2nd now you'll pey,” vocal- “When the project started, the gui-

ist/songwriter Ralne Maida sings tarist Mike and 1 wero looking for

siren-like. something thet was differont,” Maida
Despite Iyrics like those, Maida jn-

»ists the darknezs is underlalp with

optimism ~ starting with the al-

explained.
“We were looking for peopls who
could bring something different to the

beg for & second listen.
bum’s title. band. I could have found a drummer
'cu"x’.}h,,"°'°"”,,¢,"m‘“’"}"7 ‘;'c‘&'d,’“"mﬂc“d‘ “Naveed is an ancient Middle and bass playse differsntly and had
“emood™ masle. Mizing 0dd soundbites with pro- Eastern term for besrer of good news,  derivative music.”
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&m -m':f::ﬁ:'u Sd.”A“o‘ Spirituality is an h;:pnﬁm{ partof  ut tome points.”” Pour musicians with
poch ns “Comsider the probable reality thet all Maida's iife end therefore comes  differant influences getting together
tizne ls then » very-art throcgh oo “Naveed.” * o be and wiiting songs often created more
track start Tooped femele neods songs.
e {n the whe akbid ieve in and It kesps you going. [ pav- “When you finally do (come to an
In ) Py Serland.” the last © "blgnhli};;wplqmthehedwhh aprosment), you can walk out of your
L oul,” ho explolned, . tehearza) spsce knowing you have a
song with vecala has both pormene iy o e Asiscd 5 Cothallc; Maida sald the  good song, . . - That happened ahout
tioa, And the cpaning track “transmissicn,” al- religion’s bellaf never really ees” — ops for each song on
though briaf, Ls fust Lively encogh to set the Llsten- golled writh me.” By bls eaid-teens, !’.‘ “Naveed, Malda explained.
ercp or s dioeppointect, Theroiabope —the . | 150 Hegold B o e s Jopin
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(“because
ing to gat naked vocall
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guiding
thing that's mrkwly dafined for
m?’uddeuu. ' mors of 8 patch-
el Khen, who newdlL for Petar Gabriel's

s63d there's no one sight martial asrte cxperiances {n my life, I 1ks ¢o 1

to study. You pick all the good points to music that is Ingral

_out of tan of thers and make i your. and thelr sociaty. It i a type of relig-

. own.” - . . fon. The vibe wzs 5o {utese that 1L,
Tho sliternstive rock bead Our, ~was 1(ko the audience was

Lody Pescs formad about thrvs years a really intercsting oda-hour sermon
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“guitbassist” Dave Dederer, drummer/vocalist Jason Finn, and
Chris Ballew — will try to win the votes of alternative music fa

", difYerent than on the CD, I

Hall to the chiofs: The Presidents of the United States of America — from

left, three-strin,

PR ISR i Y 1)

funny. -enough. Wo'd be instantly
dead,™

Thetr inaugural address, a remas.
tered veralon of their nelf-titled indie
debut, tells stories of, among other
things, a kitty who needa somo “pet-
tin' and lovin’ on hls rain-soaked
hide™ ("Kitty”}); a funky boll weevil
who “spenda all dzy on his big butt
and he don't ever get outside;” and
the joys of cating “Peaches.”

They also cover the MCS's “Kick
Out The Jems.”

“[ think every song on the record {s

Peace explores spiritual issues

/two-strin, ist

ns on Wednesday, Nov. 8, at St.

great. Thera's a bunch of major leaguo
singles on the record.

“We just did a video for ‘Peaches’
and I have one word for you — Ninja.
1t's good. It has absolutely nothing to
do with the sang.”

The Preaidents of the United States
of America and opening band Lave
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Battery perform at 7:30 p.m. Wednes- * =~

day, Nov. 8, at St. Andrew's Hall, 431
E. Congress, Detroit. Tickets are $7.50 2
in advance for the oll- show. For 2
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Spirttuality abounds: Toronto’s Our Lady Peace b

lends spiritu-

a%yﬁcsdwi% ‘g:’;‘r;dcripagvag:;glwn ir‘:d dgbul album
“Naveed.” opens for % a e at The
Palace of Auburn hills on Saturday. pong.

somewhers on the edgw of thelr soats
with musio that transcended eny
kind of langusge berrier.”

da bopes to cepturs “a tenth of
that vibe” during Our L::x Peace's
. ;!:: :;pmln; for Sponge Candle-

The Palsa of Audburn Hills on
2
2 lide .

Satundny,
“(They'll heer)

polnuneonlutom‘hcn pur-
formad verbatim. We rdd 1litle things
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here and thare, We grow musically on
stage. If you'rs listening to the CD,
you might understand it.(the mean. -
fn(&:’lmh bo';uun.lu show.”
Lady Peace
7

ages 2
information, call (313) 961 =2
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