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Countdown to firearm deer season begins

Six days and
countlng. That’s
all that remains
beforo opening
day of the highly
anticipated 1990
fircarmas  white.
tall deor season,

The northern
two-thirds of the
stato, and much
of the southern
third for that
matter, will
besi 4 with

B,
PARKER

h d through tho bined
archary, (irearmas and leload

Bo safe, bo smart
4§ fd have been

Ing scasons. The DNR expects o
hined barvest of approx.

1y 415,000 deor this fall, but the

number could excoed the record

wlth favorable weather condi-

tiona. Fircarms hunters are ex-
to take 280,000 deer in-

cluding 160,000 bucks.

Deor hunters who atay put and
remain In tho woods throughout
the day on Nov. 15 increass their
odds of taking a buck ss thin 1s

{onably the best day of

tlazo orange during the last two
wooks of Novomber asa some
700,000 hunters aro expected to
convorgo in Michigan's wood-
{nnds and farmlanda in pursuit of
the wiloy whitetal] decr.

The DNR reports the whitetall
herd s once ogaln approachlng
tho record lovel of 2 million ani-
mals established in 1989, That
year, o record 469,490 deer wero

tho season. Once the Joad starts to
iy, maturo bucka will soek refuge
in apots hunters don't often fre-
quent. This may be a thick codar
swemp, o standing com field, a
cattail marsh or over a seemingly
open weed fleld. Many bucks are
jumped each year by unsuspect-
ing hunters taking a shortcut
across a fleld that has boen ne-
glected by other hunters,

on the decline in recent years.
Thaoks to Inctensed huntor
awareness and intanse hunter ed-
ucation programs, the 1994 fire-
arms season — the centennlal of
Michigan's first licensed fircarms
decr season — was the safest on
record. Although accidents are de-
clining, thero wero still 18 too
many last year. Thros of those 18
accidents resulted in the death of
a fellaw hunter while the other 16
were non-fatal injury sccidents,

One of tho maln causes of hunt-
ing sccldonts I the jerk who
shoota at what he thinks is a deer
under low-light situations. Al-
waya be sure of your target and
what liea diroctly behind your tar-
get before even taking tho safety
offt And nover, ever shoot at o
shadow or a sound, Always kcep
the barre of your gun pointed ina

Plenty of deer for state hunters

1f the weather permits the 1995
firearms deer scason will bo an
outstanding ono according to the
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources. There wera an esti-
mated 1.8 to 2.0 million deer in
Michigan as of October 1. The
DNR's goal is a fall herd of 1.3
milllon deer.

Thoe Upper Peninsula, with ap-
proximately 726,000 deer, and the
southern Lower Penlnaula, with
approximately 530,000 deer, are
both at record lovels. The north-
ern Lower Peninsula han a
healthy herd with approximately
650,000 whitetails, which is 10-
percent higher than last year but
stlll below the record population
od 810,000 recorded in in 1989.

Following is a breakdown of the
outlook for tho 1995 fircarma sea-
son for the 13 DNR dlstricts
acrosa tho state:

Districta 1 — Barsgn and 2 — Crys-
. tal Palle
{Baragy, Dickinson, Gogebic, Houghton,
Jron, Keweenaw and Ontonagon coun-
ties)

The tall hunting prospects for districts No.
1 and No. 2 ars axcellent with an snticipated
tuck harvest of mors than 13 per aquare mile.
Deer numbars in the seven wratern UP coun-
se slncw 1993 The beat
arsas ore Dickinson, trom, Gogebic a¢ 1 south-
emn On countles, Lowest numbem arw
in Kewsenew, north Houghton, north Barags
£ north Ontenagun counUies. Maat crope are
not evideat in the district thls ywar, Hunlers
hould e sware that mooss, coyules and
wulvrs aro protectd and Iflegal ta sbovt dor
ing the firearme sesson. (There arv aow be-
fiowen 800 and 600 moose on the UP maialand,
well on the way 1o the DNR'a gool of 1,000
moose by the year:

District 3 — Escanaba
Delta, Marquette, and Menominee coun-
tirs and the western part of Alger Coun-
ty)

The vutlook for deer buntlag in Distrrict 3
in sacelivnt with an enthcipated buck barveat
escewding per square mile, Nearty balf of
the 4400 squere mites of fand In District 3 1s
In state, focersd o 14 ownership and Le
open o public hunting. The deer population
In"thie srvm bae Seen sromisg steadily sliaes
1he mid- 1960°. The highest deer densiLes can
nd in the farmlng regions of south/cen-
tral Menominee and western Dylta countes.
“The populations are lower In Alget and narth-
em Mamuetta rounties, bat hunters take &
Larg pereantags of tlght-polot or larger bucks
trom Lhase northern reglons.

Thers Is an satended firrarrus Mesin In
Unlt 216 (southsm
Menamines County). The estendod huat will
run Dec. 115 for bunlers with a valid aniler-
1rea decr hunting license. Bowhunters aflsld
during this period must wear Liase arange.
may take & devr of either sex on Uhelr fieat
archery llcense. Muszlelosders may take &

ave a valid first firearms liconse.

. . District 4 — Nowberry
(Chippewa, Luce, Mackinac and School-
crft counties and the eastern part of

N Alger County)

Firearm dest hunters In District 4 can ex-
pect somme of the Lest huating in recent years
"ith an snticipated buck harvest of 1.9 por
equare s, Lact year's elatively mIbd winter
alitrawd for good fawn survival which eeany
thers will Le & good rumber of yearling bucks

7all. The best hunting should b I south-

] QUILOCK

em BehoolersR County, wistern Machinac
County and soulhern Chlppews County.
Ateas north of M.28 also have Incressed deer
pumbers and should provide good huntlng.
Archary hunters are rrporting ks of deer o
Drummond tilend.

District b — Gaylord
(Alpena, Antrim, Chartevoiz, Chebaygan.
Emmet, Montmorency, Otsego ond

Presque lale counties)

Hunters can anticlpals & 10- to 13-percent
Incresse In the buck kill over 1993 and 1904
with sn anticipated buck harvest of betler
then 4.1 per square mile. Following & conserv.
ative antlerless barvest in "4, moew Seer man-
agement unlta arv open far antleriesa hunting
this yeer In an effort (o maintaia the present
pupulation leved. The centrad counties, includ-
ing Montmocency, Otarga and Cheboytan, are
il primarily tucka-only i an attempx 10 of-
! modest Increass la doer numbers. There
good c10p of wild sppics and Loth red and
acorns in District 8. Hunters are csu-
tioned 1o aviod sccidentally shooting an elb.
The penally for loplly shooting un elk Is up
1a 32,000 In fines and up to 180 dsya In jail,
$1.200 reatltution and up Lo fous yam revoca-
tion of huating privleres.

District 8 — Cadlillac
{Benzie, Grand Troverse, Kalkaska,
Loke, Leclonau, Manistee, Mason, Mis-
sauker, Osceola and Wesford counties)

A conservatlve antlerless harerst la 1994,

hasvest
in District G thia fall a3 the populstion Is up
10. to 15.percent aver Last yoar. The DNR ea-
tirmates Luntera will barvest close to 6.5 Lucks
per squars mila, The beet bunting should be
in south/central Miseaikee, Oucwola, south:
a8t Kathaske and portions of Dentle coun-
ties. Beechnute arv plentif In Kelkeska and
Weaford countles. Tha acorn ¢rop Is spotiy,
amith the best prxduction 1n Misssukee and
counties. Deer numbers appear (0
south of 8.3

Distriet 7 — Mio
(Alcona, Arenac, Clare, Crowford,
Gladwin, losco, Ogemaw, Owoda ond
Roscomman countied)

Reduced sntlerless harvesla the last two
years, 8 mild wintez, and o gaod fawn produc-
Uon bave Incroased the decr populstion In
rmost of District 7, The outlook for huntars la
goucd with an anticipatad buck barvost of pear-
ly &t pet aquare mile. Eight new deer man.
agvount units have been opaned ta antleclees
LY 1 this year and the total antierieas pot-

@i were | by T8-pereent over lan
. The best deer densities are Jo Clare,
Gladwin, Aremac, -

lowrst deer numbers and three deer manage-
ment units (66, 77 and 94) remala bucks-only
scom crop | ratad good Lo madat-

hunt sround the dense, young growth.

Diatsict B - Bay City
(Bay, Huron, Issbella, Midland, Sagi-
raw, Sanilac and Tuscola countias)

Espoct 8 vary good hunting year If the fire-
kes you inte District & The
the buck and antleriesa

¢ b

wiih an antlcipated buck
4.4 por square mile. The entleriess harvest
hes Dern incroased to howp the herd under
control. Deer distributlon will likely be detar.
fnined Iry the Umlag of the spriculiurs] Bar.
vaat, which la curreaity absad of schedule. At
the current rate maat of the crops ray be hu-
vested by the pacond weeh In Navember. Deet
denaity Is rooderate 10 high scroes the dirurict.
“The acom crop s poor I8 the diatrict with the

exception of jAn oaka, which have = falr crop
n some areer.

District D — Grand Raplds
(lonia, Kent, Meeosta, Montcolm,
Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana and Ot-

tawa countiez)

Oceans, Newsypo and Mocoata counties
have been closed 1o antleriess deer bunting for
two years and the sesult s u larges berd this
year. Fatimates call for & buck-per-square-
tmile harvest In wacess of 8.1 Deer pumbers
ncreased significantly In Oceans and
Mocosta countles. Montealm, Tonls and por-
tions of Kent counties also have higher deer
humbece this year, The harvest of agiculiure
cropa i shead of schedule. The wild berry
crup In District 9 was gooed this yeat, but red,
black and white scom production has been

have

potty.
District 10 - Livonia
(Afacomb, Monroe, Ockland, St. Clair
and Wayne counties)

Hunters In District 10 should have ancther
£ood firearmu season s Lhe deer population
rrrmain the same as [t was List year, The an-
tleipated buck harvest ls betier than 15 per
square mile. Pockrta In north/centrs) and
posthern Oakland county and northwestern
have more deer than In the

hunter acceas, Hunters are veminded that
(hees ars local ordinances o some srvas that
rrstAct the discherge of a firserm and other
ordinances that prevent all hunting. Check
with the local unit of government to aew if re-
strictioos apply.

Dlastriet 11 - Ehilawnsoce
(Qlinton, Eaton, Genesce, Grotiol, Ing-
ham, Lapeer, Livingston cnd Shiawassee

countics)

Mugnies can erpect to find aimilas numbers
s Jaat ywar with the anticipated buck harvest
eucending ¢ 2 per square ke of Grall-
ot, Ingham and Eaton countl ve experi.
enced a slight incroase in the deer population
while areas of Livingpston and south Shirmes.
sew have eapesienced s olight decline. The best
ervas should atill be southern Shiswasses,
mid and went Llvinguon, east Gratiot and
soulhwest Eatan countien. The agriculture
crop harvest Is abead of schedule and most
Crope aty expectsd ta be down by the sscond
wrek of the sesson.

Diatrict 12 - Plianwell

(Allegon, Barry. Berrien, Cosa, Kalama-
200, St. Joseph and Van Buren counties)

An etcellent firearms season Is farecast for
hunters In District 12 with =o saticipated
buch harveat of mors than 4.3 pev equare mile
o8 an incremse bn antieriess permita,
and BL Joseph countive Bold s <f the
highest denaitirs la the distrlct, but ether
arvas of thess counties will show  slight de-

latlon. Com

ay ahead of achedute and may be
pleted by opening day. Wild frult
and soft mast cTopa A Very BUmeTOus
the dlatrict 180 sbu
dant, sxcept In Allegan County wherw excel.
lent yields appear only in scattersd patches
Beschnuts ars abundant theoughout District
12

District 13« Jackson
(Bronch, Cathoun, Hillsdale, Jackson,
Lenawee and Washlenaio countien)

Another vacallent deer aseason I farvcast for
hunters In District 13 with an antlcpated
‘k harvest in e3cesa of 4.8 per square mils.
Deer numbets sppear Lo be up throughout the
district sspacially ln Deer Management Unlt
147 (Washtenaw County) and DMUs 250 snd
251 (Cathoun County). ilock permit subscrip-
tlone have Incrensad and Iv'e possible some
1,600 dour will be bacvested through this man-

cant higher then last year.

OUTDOORS

1993 FIREARMS DELR BEASON FACTS

. WHEN.Ihw 1003 fresms dewt Seaton
opers One had howr betors tuvRe on
Wacnerday, Nov. 18, and encs ome hall hour
sfier sunet o0 Thursday, Hov. J0. Thers b
L extendad frsarme 86000 by Des Man-
Jagement Ui 213 In southem tenoimines
»eazon s Dec. 1-16
1o persone wirh & veld aniteriess oence.

o Lows ars Mecoaln
Moniceim, Bany, 1. Joseph ad lonie.
HUNTER HUMDCRB: Daller than
700,000 hunters aro spac1ed 10 particioate
I e 1005 Braarma seascn and wil $0nd
1 estimated 5,000,000 hours afeid.
EXPECTED HARVEST: Upwarus of
X dear tre erpected 10 be
Pharvesied during the 10-Gy soadon inchid-
ng 180,000 bucks end 103,000 antimioss
Geor. Lan yeor, 220,510 deer warw (akot
Awing The fruerma sesson.
TMPACT: Hunters ae ox-

pacted 10 powd more thun $400 miskon o0

Tood, 106ging, iranaportalion end eQulment

Auing combied archery, frsarmé and

urZiONTANg et S0a800

HUNTER INFO STATIONS: The Mchigan
hvee frserma Deer Goason

o
8700T welcome Center a1 1. gnace (78
ot the Mackinac Bridge) . The Cecler wil by
eonoanSpm.nn, 12-14.

Mackle Weicome Centwe a1 Clare (0500
whi becpon8em 108

1:76 al the Drch Aun
Emrmnun-dc

UZ-27 81 Ths rest avsa south of Shoptwrd.
B US-131 a2 the raet 3105 stuth ol Dig Rapr
e

Humers who taing I tok dest wil ceosire.
8 suocesthd dest huntisr patch.

safo direction. Keep your safety
on and keep your finger off the
trigger until you'ro ready to shoot.

You can also protect yourself by
uslng a flashlight when traveling
through the woods during low-
light or no-light hours, Bome
hunters are concerned o light will
scare the resident deer away, but
rest assured most of the decr in
your immediate vicinity are ol-
ready aware of your presence from
tho sound of crunching Jeaves and
sticks boneath your fcet. Person-
ally, I'd rather scaro 10 deer away
than heve one hunter mistake me
for a doer.

Enjoy your venlson
Let’s foce it, ficld dressing &
deer is the least favorite aspect

195720814,
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the hunt. But ip terms of getting
tasty, tender venison to the table,
it's as important an getting the
corroct cuta of meat.

The main thing to remember is
to romove everything. Open tho
carcass from the rib cagoe to the
pelvis and remove all the inter-
nals. Bo sure to mplit the pelvic
bone and remove the bladder and
anus, Leaving this srea unaltend-
ed will insure tanted steaks and
roasts ms the majority of these
cuts como from the hind quarters.

Once everything has been re-
moved rinse the body cavity thor-
oughly with cold water or snow,
then dry it out completely. This
will remove any remaining blood
and giva the meat a milder taste.

1f you can't got your deer direct-

145R-13BLK

<

P185/75R-14....39.99

P195/75R-14....£0.99

P205/75R-14.....44.99

P235/75R-15....49.99
50,000 MILE WARRANTY

PUSTRISETER
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Hunters and anglers are ashed ta
report
and comments are also encour-
aged. Send information fo Out-
doors, 806 E. Mople, Birmingham,

to a processor be sure to keep

Iy

the carcass cool and froe from
flya. Leave the hide on and bang
the animal from its back lega so
any blood wlll drain through the
front of the carcass, If you the
weather is warm and flyw are pres-
ent cover the carcass with a game
bag or spread cayenne pepper in-
sida tho body cavity. Have a salo,
fun, successful hunt and let me
know how you do!

their success. Questions

f 48009. Fux information to

Mi
(810} 644-1314 or call Bill Parker -
evenings at (810) 901-2573.
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