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Talk abouut a mandate!

Farmingtun Hills voters left
no doubt that they want a voice
in who sita on the city council
at the finst opportunity.

They soted by an 85,5 peecent
majority to appruse a charter
amendmient that will give them
the oppostunity to vute to fill
1acant wouncil seats at the next
feneru! primary or general elec-

Ition.

By 15,007 to 1955, voters
passed the amendment. And
the timing could not have been
better, since with the election of
Councilman Aldo Vagnorzi as
mayor, suters will have a

chance 1o take advantage of the
amendment in August 1996

The amendment  provides
that after a council member
quits, 83 in the case of Vagnozzi
who had two years remaining in
his city council term, voters can
select A sucvessor at the nest
general election, cither in Aug-
ust or Novermber.

Newly-clected  Mayor Vi
nozzi said he will ait down with
the new council and consitler
how to sclect a council member
to replace him.

“II meet with the council
and get a consensux of how to
Bl the vacancy.” he naid. ™
sugpestion is that we ask
hle candidates to appear before
us in open interviews (public

9-0f-10 go for vacancy rule

sessions).”

Defeated mayorol candidate
Paul Sowerby, who had been
appointed to the council in 1989
to Gl out a term, aaid he did
nat expect to b considensd.

Defeated  council  members
Ben Marks and Dennin Fitzger-
ald xaid they would be interest-
wd.

“Yes, L would be inte:
serve if they nsked,
s

ested to

Murks

Fitzgerald said he was not
ouly interested in filling the
upening, also thinks he mny run
fur the seat in August of 1996,

“1 learned o lot in this cam.
paign and got a lot of experi-
ence,” Fitzgeeald paid. "1 don't
want to let it go to waste.™
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needs,” Dwyer sald, “Certalnly
wa're pleaxcd with belng able to
put more cars on the road."

‘Uhe tax money will ulso fund
thoe construction of a permanently
manned, centeally located (ire eta-
tion near City Hall at 11 Mile and
Orchard Lake. Firo Chief Richard
Marinucel said ho hopes to start
construction on that bullding by
Juty.

The city's current four fire sta-
tions arc located mear the
wutskirts of Farmington Hilla.

““l think the community's got
pretty good faith in the police and
Gire departments,” said Marinuc-
¢i. *I think the citizen committee
did o very good job of getting the

o

Many of those new hires will
stafl the new flre atatien, ho calil.
The department s currently
staffed by a comhination of full-
timo and puld on.call fircfighters.

Shurtleff, a member of Citlzens
for u Safer Farmington Hills, sald
ho spont many hours during the
last few weeks walking nelghbor-
hoods and moking phone calls to
urge voters tn support the millage.

“We're n darn good fire depart-
meat, Lut we can't keep up,”
Shurfleff anid.

‘The millage will help shift the
burden of nonessential calls frum
on-call to full-time firefightees, he
said. Some on-call firefighters
now ore pulled out of bed #ix or
xeven times o night to re pond to

undecided people
The milloge will also allow the
fire department to double the

number of full-time firefighters
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from 16 to 32, said Lt Tom
Shurtlefl of the Farmington Hills
Fire Department.

tgency calls, he asid.
“lt drains’ them,” Shurtleff
said.

But nat all residents were hape
py sbout the paskage of the tax
incresse,

Charles Egon, one member of
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Citizenn for Fiscal Responsibility,
a group that had opposed the
measure, anid the clly should
have increancd fts public anfety
ludget every year Instead of ask-
ing voters (o implement higher
taxes.

“This tax will never come off,"
Egon said. “If thoy go ahead with
what they are doing, they'H need
the tax for the firemen and police-
men "

Epan sald his group in not
against the police and firo depart.
Lut rather wants the city
‘aluate its prioritlea and its
hudget,

‘The group waa critical of the
tax"s backers, who nid out specif.
fc plana for the first five years of
the millage, but not the second
five years. Members also thought
the increase was too high, and
called the 10-year milluge a “'per.
manent increase,” based on the
likelihood of a proposal to renew
the tax when It runs out.

and a devel of 01 1a considered too
drunk to drive for any driver un-
der 21,

Farmington Hills polico arrest-
ed a Commetce Township man,
25, for driving n gray 1985 Dodge
west on Grand River ot 8:56 p.m.
Nov. 3 while drunk. The car was
weaving at the time.

Farmington Hilla police arrest-
od a Hills man, 63, (or driving a
1984 Caditlac Eldorado after the
car was involved in an accident at
10 Milv and Springland in Farm-
ington Hills Nov. 5. The man fled
the accitent on foot, but was
picked up by police. He had 2 cut
on his head and was taken to

Batsford General Hospital where

blood was drawn.

Farmington police arrested o
Detroit man, 51, for driving
through a red light at Orchard
Lake and Grand River at 12:53
a.m. Nov. 5 while drunk. The car
was swerving. The driver's blood
alcohol level registered as .15 and
.14 peecent in two tests. A level of
.1 percent is considered too drunk
to drive in Michigan.

Farmington police arrested a
Farmington man, 43, for driving
cast on Grand River at 1:18 a.m.
Nov. b while drunk. The driver's
blood alcohol level registered as
.24 percent and .22 percent intwo
tests.

Farmington police arrested a

Farmington Hills woman, 20, for
driving south on Mooney at 2:55
a.m. Nov. 5 while drunk, The
driver's blood alcakol level regia-
tered an .13 percent and .12 per-
cent in two tests.

@ AUTO THEFT

Farmington Hills polico arrest-
ed a Hilla boy, 16, for stealing
brown 1989 Dodge Aries worth
$2,000 et the Comerica Bank on
12 Mile in Farmington Hilla,

A $10,000 1991 black Ford
Mustang was stolen from the Polo
Club Apartments on Polo Club in
Farmington Hills Nov. 4.

A blue 1979 Olds Cutlass
($1,000) wan stolen from a resi-
dence on 12 Mile in Farmington
Hills Nov. 4.6,
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