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Beeof with chief

ho article In your Oct. 19 edition

("Slow reaponso to fire criti-

cized") struck a raw norvo and |
take excoption to much of what Chief.
Tichard Marinucel had to any,

s am a full-time professional fire-
n}hur with closo to 24 years of oxpori-
etice. [ am also a former Farmington
Hills firefighter having served as a vol-
utiteer and was among tho first group
of full-time personnel hired in the late
1970s. I went to work at anather fire
department in 1078,

1 have long felt that the Farml

still must respond with the appropriate
equipmont.

Marinuccl’s frequent use of tho term
“volunteer” is also In orror bocauso
these “volunteera™ aro actually pald by
tho hour but do not in any way resem.
ble n full-timo staff sinco they are
alerted by radio pagers and respond
from home and elsewhere when inci-
dents occur,

Tho city of Farmington Hills ahoutd
move [nto the 20th contury. They have
tho facilities and equipment to have a
first-rate firo department. | am aston-
Ished that with a run volumo of over
4,600.nr!nunlly and cl_lmblxzs and a

Hills systom is Inadequate, Tho lnst
time I checked, fires and medical emer-
gencies occur 24 hours a day, 365 days
ayear and aro not limited to 8 am. to G
p.m., Monday through Friday. In this
business, reaponse time Is everything,
The first five minutes is critlcal in fire
suppression and will uaually make or
break tho outcome of that Incident.
‘Responso tims for medical emergen-
cles in cruclal as was correctly polnted
obt In the article, In a cardiac arrest
suation, you have only a four- to
eight-minute window of opportunity
far successful pationt survival, After
cight minutes, survival rates drop dra-
ically. Tho 18-minute
li'yno clted in the articlo [s totally unac-
ceptable; if it wore my houso that
bumed, I wauld be talking to an attor-

ney.

Chief Marinuccl’s statement thet
volunteers can provide a faster re-
sponse because they can come directly
to the sceno fo ridiculous. Without the
proper baalc firefighting cquipment
such as water, hose and sclf-contained
breathing spparatuas, the personnel
who arrive at thoe scene beforo the ap-
paratus can do nothing but stand
around and watch.

The proper and generally accepted
response to any structure fire is a mini-
mum of four firefightera for cach engine
company. | have been told that Farm-
ington Hills’s on-sceno times are
recorded when personne! (but not nec-
cssarily firefighting apparatus) arrive
on the scene and call in on thelr porta-
ble radios.

I Response times should reflect only
tbe arrival of firo apparatus and not in-
dividuals in thelr own private vehicles.

! Chief Marinucci's statement that his
system is better ablo to handlo multi-
ple emergencles is also In crrar. I don't
brlieve that having volunteers neces-
sgrily provides better coverage. They

p of app 80,000,
thoy etill see fit to operate with a full-
time/part-time system.

Let mo make it clear that I do not
fault any of tho personnel, elther full
time or volunteer as some of them are
long-tlmo acquaintances. Howover, I
do fault the administration for contin-
uing to support the current system,
which has not changed in almost 20
years.

Tho supporters of the Farmington
Hills syatem of fire protection claim
that 24-hour shift firefighters are &
waste of money and they do nothing
but alt around; but that’s another sub-
ject which I won't go into here. I work

‘This ronewal will not ealso taxes, It
will continue our students’ educational
programs without interruption.

The mitlage to be renewed represents
about $20 million in rovenuo for tho
next school year. That’s nearly a quar-
ter of our schools’ annual budget.
Many of you have asked us to deter-
mino exactly what will bo the impact of
amillage loss, In response to those re-
quests, our admintatration has recom-
mended, and we have formatly adopt-
«cd, the following list of reductions:

@ At Jeast 160 teachors will be laid off.
Cless sizeo will risa as high as 39 stu-
dents in the olementarics and class
size averages In secondary schools will
rise into the mid-forties,

® All transportation, except that man-
dated for epeclal education students,
will be eliminated. Eighty drivers, four
mechanics and two dispatchers will be
laid ofl,

& All middle schoo) and high school
athleticn will be ellmiated.
u C 1ing services and
abuse prevention services for students
will be reduced.

® The Ourdoor Education Conter will
be closed,

@ Teaching supplies, textooks, library
books, music and art supplies, gifted
and talented services, media services,

+

for a fire department that providi .
firat-rate, full-time, 24.-hour-per-day
fire and EMS service, Qur response
times avernge 3-4 minutes even at 2
a,m. [ suspect that Farmington Hills
responsc times at 2 a.m. are much
greater,

1 also live in a community that pro-
vides first-rate, full-time, 24-hour-per-
day fire and EMS service. I refusa to
live In any community that provides
anything else.

The realdents of Farmington Hills
{and every other community for that
matter) owe it to themselves to find out
exactly what level of fire protection
their community provides. The nest
time you drive past a Farmington Hills
fire station remember: the lights may
bo an, but chances are no one is home.

Steven K ek

ling Recovery prog bilingual
tutors and paraprofessionals will all be
reduced.
® Scven administrative/district sup.
port positions will be eliminiated.
@ Twenty five and one half custodial/
maintenance positions will be cut.
® Eleven and one halfl secretarinl posi-
tions will be climinated,
B All renovation projects will be can-
celled.

Al of the listed reductions will have
to be implemented for the coming
school year in order to achicve the nec-
essary savings. In addition, if the re-
newal fails, immediate measures, such
as freezing supply and staffing ac-
counts, would be implemented for the
remainder of this school year. This
would be necessary in order to cover

the pl costs that would

Southfield

Board speaks

¢, the members of the Walled

Lake Schools Board of Educa-

tion, arc writing this to alert
district voters to the importance of
your vote in the millage renewal elee-
tion on Nov. 18.

One of best newspapermen
had impact in community

cnsuc as a reault of massive layoffs.

1f you carc about our students, our
community, and our property values,
please vote Saturday, Nov. 18, Polls are
open 7 o.m. to 8 p.m. If you don't know
where to vote or wish to cast an absen-
tee ballot, eall 560-8379,

The Walled Lako Board of Educa-
on:

Cynthla Camplon, president

Thomas McConne), vice-prestdent
Joseph Miller, secrotary

David Flammer, treasurer
Samantha Ruetenlk, trusteo

Mare Sicgler, trusteo

Alp Ondcr, Lrusteo

Maglc fooling

he Watled Lake Consolidated

School District has been getting

a lot of bad press lately. Of par-
ticular concern to many Farmington

-Hills residenta Is the redistricting

which took place last spring.

At the time, opproximately 450 chil.
den were removed from Maple Elemen-
tary to Meadow Lake, a building leased
from the Birmingham district. Asn
parent of three of those children, I was
not thrilted at the idea. Unhappy as 1
was with the change, however,I have to
admit that I am really pleased with
what I have found at Meadow Lake.

Qur kids have bigger classrooms,
with new fumiture, books and sup-
plics. The computer lab is fitled with
ptate of the art computers. The gym is
the largest in the district, and there are
separate rooms for art and music. The
medin center is huge, there is a bath-
room in every classroom and the school
has city water..

The benefits of the facility itseif are
nothing compared to the feeling you get
when you go inside. It is o feeling of,
well, magic. There is a quiet encrgy
that fills the halls, a sensc of order and
pence. It's almost electrical. You may
not believe me, but it is there. I fee! it
every time 1 go to the schoot.

{ give much of the credit for this feel-
ing to our principal, Mr. Scott Little,
Mr. Littte was the principal at Maple
Elementary, which is where I learned
of his great love for our kids.

Mr. Little has surrounded himsell
with a group of talented and enthusias-
tic teachers and staff who share his
philosophy. Some of the stafl trans-
ferred to Mcadow Lake from other
schools within the district, including
Maple. Many of them are new hires.
Each one adds to the magic in his or
her own way.

1 feel like I cannot say enough good
things about what is happening at
Meadow Lake. Children are happy.
‘Teachers are happy. Parental involve-
ment is high. 1 love to be there, and 1
volunteer every chance I get. |

Don’t get me wrong. | hate that my
kids have to go te a school six miles

away. [ hate that thoy have to get on

the bus at 7:30 a.m. (which, by tho way,
was n decision made by us parenta, not.
by the district), and | hate that any '
time | bave to (or want) to go the e
school, it takes mo a lot Jongor than it
used to. But at Ieast we havo a school.

§ fear what will happen in four years
{when the lease at Meadow Lake runs
out) if a bond haan't passed and our
children have no school to attend.

1 am trying to be hopefu} that voters
will eventually approve a bond, I look
forward to the time when our children
will be able to attend a schoo) that is
actually located within our district.

But until then, we have o good thing
going ot Meadow Lake.

‘To you parents who are still doubt-
ful, don't take my word for it. Go to the
school. Spend an hour in your child’s
classroom. Get to know tho people with
whom your child spends a big part if
histher day. Be a part of things. Find
out for yoursclf what the magic at
Meadow Lake is all about.

Lesllo Reedor,
Farmington Hills

Overdue thanks
cars ago, 1 discovered on my
ﬁ aunt's kitchen counter a card-
board circle with the words
“round to it” written on it. When asked
what it meant she said, *Oh, someone
heard me say once that | never got
*around to it,” so they a gave me one.”

Well this thank you ia far overdue
and its about time I got oround to it;
around to thanking the people of the
Farmington community for so gen-
erously supporting the Farmington
High School Music Department in its
fall can and bottle drive,

On a crisp sunny September Sunday,
Farmington High School music stu-
lents walked Farmington's by-ways,

i and dri limbed front
steps and side parches, entered ga-
rages, and asked “Please, can't you
spare o bottle or can for music at Fau
ington High?"

To all of you who filled our trunks
(Mr. Pop Machine Vendor, we're sorry
we never did ask your name); to those
who cheered us on with chants of “go
Falcons"(didn't realize there were 50
many slumni among us); to those who
chased us down the street (with one
more overlooked bag of bottles), we tru-
Iy thank you.
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Nanetto Reld,
Farmington High Music Patron

newsroom — have a certain sparse and

' predictable linearity to them. Orgonized
with spurioua precision around certaln dates —
birth, marringe, carcer milestoncs, death — the
good oniea provide a reflective reader with
enough nuggets of fact around which to con-
l}mct an appreciation of a good life well spent.

1Sowhen U heard last weck of the death of a
fymous Michi It pub-
{isher, Enoch T. {Ink) White, I was anxious to
sha the obit. .

{ “The son of Enoch T. White, Sr., and Jacque-
\lne Eggleston, Ink graduated from Lapeer High
Schoal, the Ashoville School in Asheville, N.C.
and the University of Michigan, In 193¢, ho be-
came editor and publisher of the Gladwin Coun-
ty Record in Gladwin, ML"

Those were the days when the faculty at U-M
actually defgned to teach journalism, now re-
tarded as an inferior trado school subject. And
thoso were the days when a young man with
energy and firo could get, right out of college, a
Job as both editor and publisher of a perfectly
Tespectable county eoat weekly nowspaper.

How many newspaper companias today
would teke such a chunce on a young man, fresh
from college? Frankly, not enough.

“In 1946,” tho obit went on, “he acquired the
Clinton County Republican News (later the
Clinton County News) and became ita edltor
and publisher until 1665.” Clinton 1a tho county
i?lt north of Lansing; St. Johna 1s the county
eeat, |

1 8o, just 10 yoars out of collego, Ink White had
uaved cnough money to evolve beyond employeo
4 t proprietor,

B ) And aa proprietor, White recognized that his

Tocal newspaper had to undorstand and reflect
% the essonco of the community In order to grow
N and survive. “Bocause Clinton County is princl-
Hally an agricultural area,” ho wrote in the pa-

@ bituaries — we call them “obita™ in the

And as the years passed, ho erected an enor-
mous prosence in Clinton County. He joined the
board of dircetors of the Clinton National Bank
and Trust Company and eventually became
president. He served on the vestry and as senfor
warden of the local Episcopal church. Howas s
member and president of tho St. Johns Rotary
Club as well as prosident of the Michigan Press
Assoctatlon, He was chalr of the Clinton Coun-
ty Republican Pazty, and he was elected in 1961
to tho state Constitutional Convention that
wrote our present constitution.

When I first camo into the community news-
paper businesa nearly 30 yeara ngo, a friend of
my family said, “Ob, you want to be somebody
like Ink White." So it was with somo anxiety
that my company some years ago acquired Ink
White’s old paper, tha Clinton County News, at
that point sadly run down.

1 happened to be in St. Johns ano day, tatking
with Pres Odette, Ink White’s succeseor as pub-
lisher. “Whore's Ink White theeo doys?" I
asked. .

“Oh, ho'a still living right hero in St, Johns.”

*“Why don’t you ask him if ho'd like to writo a
column for you,” I wandered. And 2o ho did.

I got & note from Pres & whils back. “In my 25
years in this business, I've acen very Littlo that

ted and excl like Ink’a

P, “wo are going to give apecial tion to

the farmer and farm problems.”

4 Beyond defining news coverago in terms o.l' .
t ity Sntorest, h

, White
hat sl local newspaper foiks foel in their bel-
Iiov: They have an obligation to contribute —
) ':"dllnrmly and in person — to thelr communi-
g tlos..
% Whita wrote about how “slrong outapoken
newapapors in rural arcas can help bring -Ibnut
better und: ding of farm probloma.’

column. . .I'vo boen fortunate to be ablo to work
with somo of the very best in the business. Wo
Just Jost ono of the best.”

So today 1 write to celebrato the lifo of & com-
munity newspaper man who drove his paper to
groatness, who loved and served his community
and whoso Influence alfocted his entire state, I
hope to God thera ate many, many mote Hke
him, . N
Phil Power is chairman of the company that
owna this newspoper. Hia Touch-Tane voico
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