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Cities consider ordinance decriminalizing misdemeanors

BY Lanny O'ConvnoR
Brary Wammsa
Farmington area resldents will
soon Isemn the dlfferenco betwoon
crimes and misdemennors,
Farmington City Council 1u ex-
to introduce an ordinance
at its Monday, Nov. 20, meeting
that would make certain codo vio-
lations  civil infractions mather

By docriminallzing certaln mals-
demennors, citles avold court
time and costs. Offendera aleo
wouldn't have the viclation on
thelr criminal recol

Also, the ordinance would give
both citios broadsr suthority to
deal with repeat offendars, sald
John Donohue, who ia city attor.
ney for boﬁ;mFumlngwn und
Carml

than Farn
Hilla City Councll s expocted to
do the same.

Both citics must adopt the or-
dinance by Dec. 4 in order for it to
tako effect Jan. 1.

The move would create a Mu-
nicipal Violatlons Buresu —
most likely in 47th District Court
— and a fine schedulo would be
setup.

Such an ondinence would be
limited to Infractiona involving
zoning and bullding codes.

Cities
retain
control

me—  During elec-

s

“You can writs al} the ticketa
you want, but you don't get the
person’s ettentlon,” Donohue
sald,
AT mtiass

Currently, citics have to adhere
to criminal proceedings and prove
viclators are guilty beyond & res-
sonable doubt.

That requires at foust two court
appearances — & pre-trial and tri-
-r- and the accused has a right
to have the case tried before 8

ury.
s With civil infractions, a person
is marely proved to be responsl.
ble. No jury trials are Involved.

If the violator docsn't comply,
the city can ask the Judge for an
injunction.

“Thess can bs In courta for
months and montha without ad-
Judicatlon,” Farmington CS:{
Manager Frank Lauholf sald.
“Thia grants the Judge the «u-
thority to adjudicate . . , There's
a lot moroe effect here.”

o ordinance would give a

f ofllcer authorit

to fino o7 request that a person

appear in court. A Judge could

also gront citles authority to go an

private property remove & bllght
problem,

Lauhoff sses the ordinance as

doaling with such things s
biight, snow romoval, litter and
barking dogs. Blight can Include
things auch as dilspidated cars n
driveways

“It taken aix months to got that
moved or longor,” Lauboff sald.
“This procoss allows us to go to a
judﬁ‘ and got an immediate remo-

Y.

Farmington Hills City Council
members aro conaidering the
measure na well,

Donchue sald the measurs,
which has bozn sdopted by ssver-

al communities in west Michigan,
{s 8 result of a state experiment in
the 19703 and 1960s to change
trafilc tickets and other minor of-
fonsen from misdemeanors to civil
infractions. oo

“It removed some of the stigma
of criminal violatlona,” ho said.
“The success of that experiment
. . . lod the Michigan Municipal
:.l.cngun to prepare the leglala-

on.”

Staff writer Bill Coutant con-
tributed to this story.
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