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Festive touches
can be quick, easy

ast week’s colutan described some holiday

decorating ideas shared by Stew-

art Living senior associate editor Darcy
iller.Her presentation at Hudson's Twelve
Oxkis store in Novi, had
audience members like
Marty Brick of East
Lansing, eager to design
X new and festive tabietops.

Brick, who attended

with her daughters Kerry
Zolgo and Bridget Brick,
a pro at sugaring fruita

Employee
purchases
chocolate
company

8 Going from sales assoclate
to owner of the company is
easy according to the new pro-
prictor of Sydney Bogg Choc-
olates. The secret is to love
your work and not cat the in-
ventory.

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN

BTArY WRITKR

When Judy McGuire started work-
ing behind the counter at Sydnoy
Bogg Fine Candies and Chocolates 15
years ego, she never dreamed she'd
end up ownlng the company.

But in August, McGuire and hus-
band Jim, d their West

Candy queen: Judy McGuire of
She promises to mai)

Bloomfield home to buy the 60 year
old business. The company has retall
locations at Maple and Lasher in
Bloomfield Hills, et the Great Oaks

for her but
this year she'll add Mil-
ler's suggestion of cranber-
rics and red roses in a clear
vase. She'll also tie
her napkins with waxed linen thread strung with
acoms.
I Other creative nopkin ideas include simply rotl-
T ing the napkin and tying with red ribbon adorned
: with & sprig of pine. Or wake nopkin rings and
: from millinery flowera or a sprig of oregzno bound
* with florist’s wire. Use dried leaves as placs cards,
% sit them atop the napkin and pen the dinner
: guest’s name in silver ink acyoss the leaf.

: Napkin notable

- Start a holiday tradition by givieg antique nap-
I kin rings to family members. The ensuing collec-
2 tion will enhance memorable dinners for years to

¢ come. Ul dchildren are a major p st
- your table, consider paper napkins embosed with
< your initial.

~Candles are a big part of holidsys,” said Miller.
ne a mantel with votives and antique candle-
cks. Place the votivea in shells or terracctia
‘pots and scent with oil-based plant essences. Sim-
ply scatter chunky cathedral candles of different
? heighta down tha length of your table. Table
: runners are casily crafted
from felt J with
pinkiog shears or a sal-
vaged Iength of sumptuous
velvet. For m beliday sea-
201 wedding or snniver-
sary, drape tables in organ-
za and glue ivy or holly to
the fabric.

What do you give the
pasty bostess? Take pho-
tos of tha f2te and presont

cards tied with ribbons. If you purchase & gift,
wrxp it in pastel paper tied with silver ribbons or
perscnalize the paper with stamped-on

Local source

. If you have a bard time envisioning these deco-.

- rating ideas, help bas errived. [n downtown Bir-

extivities opened rocently st 377
Both Winkwuorth, her bus-

“ band Doog, son Rob asd daughter-in-lew Dizna

esch for o different occasion. Dried flowers, freoze-
- dried vezrtabies and vegetahle-ahaped potter,
:wmulbc-uodhnduhlahlhowindo'.\'elvﬂ
I:mpldm-ddmumm

-2 The “Up North™ tabis features twig placemats,
hammaered desim cloth and

LOOKING AHEAD

Mall in Rocheater Hills, on Maln
north of 10 Mile in Royal Qak, and at
Seven Mile and Woodward in Detroit.

McGuire's goal is to maintain the
quality that goes into making Sydney

s secret recipe chocolates. She
sald she simply loves the business
;md the people it's brought into her
ife.

“The candy businesa is a very
unique business. People don't want
to get out of it. Thera's a real camara-
derie between candymakers,” sho
said, placing a box of petits choco-
lates on a backroom table in the
Bloomfield Hills atore.

*Ethel's Hostess Box’ is
named after an original 1! of

STEPIKS CANTRILUSTAFF PHUTUGHATHIKH.

West Bloomfield bought the Sydney Bogg Chocolate Company.

'Bogg to pay for books she needed to
)| d courses at the Uni-

Very Best Candies (fore-runner of
Sydney Bogg confectians). Ethel is in
her "90s and still wanta to do folls so
she remains part of the business.”

Very Beat Candies opened in 1912
on Weodward at Seven Mile In De-
troit. This factory/atore is where Bogg
firat lcarned to make candy while
working as a bus driver.

Bogg peddled his candy on the side
to bus riders until Howard Vier sold
him the confectionery business In
1935, Bogg and his wife Dorothy,
owned it until 1960 when ownership
passed to Ralph and Doris Skidmare
who taught McGuire the ropes of cre-
ating melt-in-your-mouth chocolates,
still made in the kitchens of the store
on Woodward.

versity of Michigan after quitting her
teaching job at Benedictino High
School in Detroit. The Bloomfield
Hills location is the number one seil.
ing ators of the four. More thon
$500,000 worth of candy waa eold
there laat year.
- *1 liked the business from the
moment | atarted. It's a happy busi-
ness. People coming In are generally
happy. All of us work together, all age
groups, all races. I hated to see the
. company swellowed up and moved to
Chicago or New York,” said McGuire.
She does not plan to expand the num-
ber of locationa but she might add a
mail order catalog.
*1 want to preservo the quality and
integrity of the business. I'm very

ntain its high standards of quality and Made-in-Michigan proud spirit.

the (irst retallers to concentrate on
Hannukkah and offer Kosher candy.
When 1 atarted in the business wo
didn't do anything for ethnic holi-
days. Mrs. Skldmere gave mo tho
freedom to alter candy-selling tradi-
tions.”

McGuire’s scen a lot of changes in
the candy busineas during the 18
years she’s worked at the Maple
and Lahser shop. She credits thodd
she comes in contact with daily for
the succesn of the company — the 80-
100 people she employs end her pa-
trona.

“] learn @ lot from my customers
who travel all over the world. They
bring back news of different candles
that keep me up-to-date.”

Although Detroit-mado chocolate

“This box, for instance, bas a long Originally, McGuire sought work at  proud of the (act the we were one of Bee CANDY, 7B
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