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Smiley twi
] %
F ust and Tom Smiley was ready to get his
senior year at Redford Cathaliv Central
started, his twin brother Mike wasn't.

Hasn't Tom always been a little more anxioua?

When the two were born Nov. 21, 1977, Tom
arrived in the delivery foom seven minutes before
Mike.

Tom was o starting inside linebacker for the
Clasa AA state champion Shamrocks, while Mike
atarted at offensive guard and defenaive end.

Apprupriate enough.

1( Tom was a lineman, he might have a problem
with jumping offsides.

I had to go get gas and he didn't want to wait,”
snid Mike, recalling the first day of school, “I'm
more taid back.”

Tam got a ride from o friend down the street In
their Livonia neighborhood. Turns out, the car in
which Tom was riding in the back scat gat In an
accident.

He ended up on the dash board with severe pain
in his neck. The driver and passenger were treated
and relessed. Before long, Tom was lying in a hos-
pital bed. .

“At the hospital, Tom said to teil (defensive
cvordinator) coach (Rick) Coratti, *I'll he at prac-
tice, but I'll be a little iate,’ ™ 2aid their mother,
Carol Smiley. "The doctor said, ‘Let's sce if your
neck ia broken first, then we'll decide if you can

play ball.” "
“Tom recovered In time to atart the scason open-

“he firat dsy of classes arrived in late Aug-

er.
16 there is n characteristic they share more than
any other, it's o will to compete.

They are froternal twins, not identical, and
don't act alike off the field. Tom has Llue eyes,
Mike brown. Tom talks mote than Mike. They
don't even have the same blood type, which Is odd
for featernal twins.

Tom likes country music. Mike Is o little bit
country, a little hit rock 'n roll.-

[ like Elvis (Prealey), too,” Mike said.

CC’s ‘Bruise Brothers’

Tom, 6-foot, 203 pounds, ware No. 47 because
he said it looked gocd. Mike (G6-0, 210) wore 56
becausc it was worn by future National Football

it's because he playa like Taylor.

“That's stretching it a bit,” says Tom.

The Smileys have had similar careers at CC,
starzing in footbell and alto playing on the Sham-
rocks’ lacrosse team. They even had similer scary
foothall injuries. ot

Tom's junior year ended with a neck injury in
the last game against Dearborn Fordson. He left
the field on 8 stretcher in an ambulance.

How strong is this guy’s neck?

B . Mike suffered & neck injury his
freshian year and also was taken
off on a stretcher, Problem was, the

the CC practice ficld,

H If you've seen the practice field,
Ol vou can picture an ambulance get-
ting stuck. Someone should have
filmed it and sent it to America’s
Funniest Homo Videos.

*“They had to call for another am-
bulance,” remembers their mother,

The Smileyn back each other up
on the field.

“If someone pushes Miko, I'll say
“That's 1y younger brother you're

shing,’  Tom kald, “We want to
et them' know there are two of us.
We'rs tho ‘Brulse Brothers.”

73 e
Tom Smiley ' Success in the 'Dome

‘The Bmileys stiended Bt. Michael School in
Livonia and. playad for the Gacls' 1891 Cathollc

Silverdome. Socver wes thoir sport until third
crade when football liscame thelr pmysion after

CC football tearns it the mid to Iate '60s.
Thelr most loya! funls grandfather Poter Grace,
whl:lvlulvc}l more than an hour toall l:’uir umg.

s reat eatate agency spensored the ' Gua
Macker Tournament basketball team, wm won
the Port Huron championship, Smiloys® grade
school pal and CC tesmmate Erje Gilbu even af-
fectionataly calls hith “Grandpa,”

“Grandpe calls us at 7 mm. to tell us wo're
ranked In the USA Today,” Tom sald.

The Shumrocks were ranked 15th In the most
recent nationat o

tend Western Michigan Univenalty, Mike [a lock-
fag st Michigan State. '

“You don'c want to be always sssoclated with

- your brother,” Miks sald, - N
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Winning smiles: Redford Cath-
olic Central seniors (from left)
Judah Moy, Mike Smiley and
John Spolsky hoist the trophy
following the Shamrocks’ 24-0
win over Holt in Saturday's
Class AA football champion-
ship at the Silverdome.

‘Tow HAWLEV/STAZY PHOTOGRAPHER

B Redford Catholic Central fin-
ished an undefeated foatball
season with a 24-0 win over
previously undefeated Holt in
the Class AA championship.

BY STEVE KOWALSKI
STANY WRITER

John Spolsky sat to the right of
Redford Catholle Central football
coach Tom Mach In the press room
following Saturday’s Class AA stato
{football championship game.

Fittlng, becauso f ever a player
qualified as a conch’s right-hand man
it's Spolsky, the inspirational lsader
on both sides of the line of scrimmago
for the Shamrocks.

Spolaky softened up Holt with In-
side yardage, gaining & AA finals
game record 103 yarda on 22 carsies,
as tho Shamrocks won thelr fourth
atato title, 24-0, before 17,602 at the
Pontlac Silverdome.

‘The Shamrocka led 6.0 ot halftimo
and added two touchdowns and a
field goal In the second half.

They scored on a two-yard run by
Spolaky, o four-yard run by junior

By DAN O'MEARA
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Shamrock

fullback Rich Deptuls, a 13-yard pass
from quarterback Greg Call to tight
end Eric Gilbo and a 28-yard flcld
goal by Eron Kosmowski,

CC's scoring drives covered 63, 68
and 51 yards. The Shamrocks had a
313-49 edgo in total yardago and hed
a time of poascasion of 32 minutes, 43
seconds to Holt's 15:17.

“1 kept telling mysell beforo the
game, don't think of fancy plays, just
give it to John," Mach said. *Ho was
the man wo rallied around. Wo need-
ed to give it to him.”

Tho Shamrocks finished 13-0, du-
plicating what the 1992 Leam accoro-
plished when it defeated Saginaw Ar-
thur Hill intho AA final, <@ °

The senlors on this year's team did
not loso on the freshman or junior
varsity levol, either. .

Holt's speedy tallback Justin Dun-
gey galned 10 yards on his first carry,
and finished with only 11 yards on
clght carriea.

“Holt [a a very good tcam and I'm
hoppy st tho way wa sent after
them,” Mach said. “We were' tough
defenaively and offensively tried to
keep It as long as we can and put it
ne .

win AA title, 24

Spuisky's inside running opened up
the outslde for junior quarterbnck
Greg Call, who firflahed with 66 yards
en 13 carries. Junlor tallback Greg
Alcala added 72 yarda on 12 carries
with a long of 28.

1t was- Spolsky whom the Rams
feared most. The Rama wero no
slouches, bringing a defenso that shut
out three teams -and llmited oppo-
nonta to 72 points in 12 previous
games to the Silverdome.

“He ran a lot, even if he got hit, he
kept his legs moving.” said Rams
quarterback/defensive back Paul An-
derson. “Wo didn't wrap him up very

il

CC finfehed with 19 fimt downs,
which ties a AA finals game record,
and held the Rams to five, a new AA

CC nacked Anderson four times, led
by junior defensive end Chuek 0'Con-
nor with 1%. Deptula had one sack,
while Spolsky, Gino DiGiandomenico
and Bryan Jeffords finished with a '4

cach.

Call end Brian Teefey each had one
interception,

CC kicker Eron K ki, named

,

teom, misacd field goal attempta of 40
and 29 yards in the flrat half.

Call's Interception at tho CC 37 led
to the Shamrocks first scoring drive,
which took 16 plays and 7:13 off the |
clock. }
Kovin Quay’s run up the middle for i
seven yards was the fcngest play of |
the drive, which wes capped by 8pol-
sky's two-yard run with 1:00 left in
the half.

Hosmowski'a extra point was wide,
howaver, leaving the Shamrocks with
0 6-0 halftimo lead. .

The Shamrocks took the opening

kickoff of tho second half and drove
66 yards In nine plays, taking 8:11 off
the clock before scoring on a foure
yard run by Deptula on fourth and
two. The Shamrocks decided to give
the ball to Deptula becausa Spolsky,
who had 27 yards on four carriea dur.
ing the drive, had a minot leg injury.
“If you look nt Rich (5-9, 230), he's
not much smaller than John, so I said
“Let's give [t to Rich,’ " Mach sald.
The Shamrocka forced tho Rams to
punt after Joffords end O'Connor
combined to suck Anderson on third

to the Asnociated Press all-state first

Seo TEAM, 4C

CC linemen share in team’s success

“This is the beat offensive line wo've had, as far  tho left slde early and Monnstte and L-ghnp'elle_’

1£ you had to givo n Most Veluable Player awsrd
in the Class AA foothall champlonship game Sat-
urday, you'd need to hand out several.

One for each of the Redford Catholic Central of-
{enaiva linemen.

They tipped tha scales in favor of the Shamrocka,
who mansged to control the ball and grind out a 24~
0 victary over previcusly-unbesten Holt at the Pon-
tiac Bilverdome. . .

“J can't say encugh sbout tha offenaive line,” CC

The zll-senior !mmr.lim McFarlane, Jeff Mon-
netts, Mike Smilay, Matt Byl, Nick Lachapslle,
Eric Gilbo and Pron Koamowiki mada it posaible
for the Shamrocks to dominate the clock and out- -
gain the Rams, 300-11,0n the ground.

as controlling the football, since I've been at Catho-
lic Central,” aaid CC coach Tom Mech, who ended
his 20th year with a fourth atate title, “Actunlly,
the backs and the line did a great job of controlilng
the ball and moreso the tempo of the game, It's
frustrating for the other team, bocauss you'rs
pou;ldln‘ the ball on them and they can’t got it
back.”

The sdvantage up front for CC was subtle.

Going sgainst another blg, strong running team
like itoelf, the Shamrocks had fes long gainers but

fulibsck John Spelaky sald. “They don't got a lot of  kept chipping eway and moving tho ball.
recognition, but we know what they can do. We rec- “They had a very tough line, one of the best
ognize them and approciate them.” we've faced,” Mach sald. “I'm not surprised wo

held the ball becauss we've done that every game
without fall. We aversged 800 yarda rushing a
game, the most aince I've been at CC. That's a lot
of-yarda for a high ochool tesm.”

Tho Shamrocks tan behind Swiley and Byl on

By STEVE KOwALIKL
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later as thoy sdjuated to Holt's defense,

“Sralley and By! did a great job because we ren
thore an awful Jot,” Mach aaid. “They were shifting
to our right becauss we tend to bo right-handed, 30
we shifted to our left, and that helped us move the
ball more consistently.” S

One of the biggest assignments went to Mon:
neite, who lined up agalnst Holt's all-state candi:
dste Steve Robodeau {6-2, 265). T

“Joff did a great joh blocking him,” Mach sald. “f:
was worrled about putting & 265-pound tackle on;
Jeff, who s 215. 1 was really concerned whethe? ha:
could handle him, end he did.” s

'f;ha Rams recognized CC's blocking ability as;
well, -

“1 was gutting double and triplo teamed,” sald:
Robedeau, who had five tackles, “When I got
through, the ball carrier was already gone.” N

Call makes right decisions "

Youth Organization championshlp team in the -

watching counins Jeff and Mark Schwartz star on

poll, . - F
. %The Baylleya® foothsll careera and label of teern-
matas will end after this year, Tom wants to af- .

Tuming the comen

i .
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Central quorterback Greg Call (No. 17) an the

! .Boatt . Greene,
playoffs, not oven Spolaky thought
, sbout playing in the Big

A reporter {rom tha Lanaing State
Journal suggested to Rodford Catho-
$lc Contral senlor fullbeck John Spol-

. shy that Michizan State University

coach Nick Saban might show an In.
toreat (n him this winteor.

Spolsky, who hes always wanted to
sttend the Alr Force Acadomy,
seemod (attared by the question.

Spolaky Is bullt a Jot like M8U's
but prior to the

Ten.
He sald he 1s keeping his options

- open. .
"4 went to Space Camp as & kid and
T've been [nto that, T still am,” Spol.

aky. sald of his [nterest {n Air Porce.
“I would think about It (attending
Michigan or Michigan State). 1 don'’t
know L[ they'rs thinking about me. To

; “goon in college would be a real privi.
{]

two-polat converslen pass has be-

coino « high- tage play for the Eham-
« rocks, lhwhm aibleide abllity of junlor

quarterbeck Oreg Call.
N . 2 ; ‘ wlmphmum t pass to Bpols
N ; oM ey rotochartga  Sky s laat wrek's 2010 win over I:s
Holé had trouble stopping Redford Catholic ~ HehieBumien He ol o e
31,7, NN tha Bhammecks &

an & tee-peint pass Lo
14:0 load with 6:4% fot

NOTEBOOK

111 the third quarier agalnat Holt. -
*That's & crary play,” Call sald, meaning:
T enfoys it *1 just kind of run arund and
can make thinga happen. Mondry did & good
Job griting open.” L
Cell kept the Rams guessing all aftermoon
on the option play, finlahing with 66 yards,

on 10 carrles. .
He was eapecially-difficult ¢o resd on the:
their!

Shamrocka’ first two scoring drives.
He had 16 2 on thrve carrios on
it scoring drive of G3 yarda in the second |,
quartsr. -
On m third down and eight pley, be ran left |
threu yunls bofore pltching to tellback Oreg:
Alcals for ancther nine yurds and & firmt:
dawn on n 00-yard drive at the start of the
second hall, .
“¢Tight end Eric) Oilbo did & great Job get- -
ng me to Lhe corner all pams,” Call sald..
B CC hlcker Eron Kosmowskl bad one of hia.
worsl gamen of the yser and 21l mada It lnte
30 r,dnlec:idm High Bchool Athletie Assscla-
hada xalnrlh\-“:lrd Ball. Hia®

3‘!1 fClasa AA
of

‘Thst scems too
ot be nated' thot this

s grze, . X
short to ba a reeord, b bt -
was caly the alxth
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