the dumps?
BMW 318ti
Club Sport
‘is your ticket

By Anna Fracacaa
Aventi News Features

1 waa peoved, 1 had been
ntuck in Chicago all afternoon,
trying in vain to get a flight
home. I had been on standby for
threo flights, finally getting one.

Tho flight attendant tella me
there's no room for my carry-on,
80 it had to bo checked. Seemed
like o minuto nfter I gave her
the carry-on, the door slammed

_ ghut ard the plane pulled out.

Without the carry-on! With
tho keys to the BMW 318ti Club
Sport in it! Idiota!

A harried 90 minutes later,
the carry-on miraculous}
appeared in baggage claim and,
ﬂiﬁcin-imlcd, I sulked and mut-
tered to anybody who would lis-
ton all the way out to the Green
Lot, threw everything in the
trunk and buckied up for the
ride homs. .

+ By tho time I got home, some
45 minutes later, the radio was
blaring, 1 was stom, h:f on the
gas and dutch and gn a smile
on\n&zﬁmﬁnmcnrwcm

at does that tell you about
how fun it is to drive this
Lots and lota of fun.

Even though I got such a
lousy start becauso of the air-

- line, thia haneBimmer made
. cvu:ythlngnll tter,
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BMW 318ti Club Sport is a lim-
ited edition version of the 318ti
and §s a product of BMW M,
which is the company’s sub-
sidiary that apecializes in M

cars, motorsg:rtn, technology
and is its “vehicle individuali

e,

b4
ta value for the dollar is
img;culve. to say the least.
wered by n responsive, fuel
efficient 1.8-liter dual-overhead-
cam 18-valve 4-cylinder — yes,
4 cylinder — the 318ti Club
Sport moves when you want it
to, nnd without complaint, I
might add. Stomp on the gas
pedal and it goes, and goes, and

Ohhhh, the handling. This
car is 0 solid, you foel like
you're ono with the car. Evcrg
move you mako, it makes wit!

ou, in fluid motion. It couldn’t
more in syne if the two of you
were linked with Saran wrap.
And tho steering responsc ia so
fino that the shightest turn of
tho wheel will yicld reaults,

Tho 318ti is nearly effortless

to drive. Give thanks to the

ing” arm. It also puts out all the

exclusive edition raodels — like

lﬁlt yoor's 540i Sport and the
3.

The 318ti is BMW's most

affordable car at a base prico of

$19,900. The 318ti Club Sport
carrics on that affordability by
starting out at a comfortable
$23,650.

samo specially fitted
and tuned by BMW M. That
apecial suspension s outfitted
with firmor aprings, shock
absorbors and anti-roll bars
than the averago car. Tho &-
apoke alloy wheela are an inch
larger in dinmoter thun those of
the 318ti Sport.

1 had a hard time, for some
reason, getting used to the 6+

speed manunl — the only trans-
mission available for the 318t
Club Sport, by the way (os it
should bo). It gave me a littlo
troublo when shifting from sec-
ond to third and by the end of a
weeklong cvaluation, I was still
having o hard time gotting it
into reverse.

The list is so long on aten-
dard equipment it would tako
way tco much room, but here
are the highlighta: Engine-
speed-sensitive varinble-nssist
rack and pinion steering, 4.
wheel disc brakea with anti-lock
brekes, 2-spocd windshicld
wlﬁcu with car-spoed-con-
trolled intermittont operation
and heated washer jets, dual
power heated outaide mirrors, a
take-out flushlight in glovebox,
height-adjustable front sports
sents that recline, adjustable
head restraints, split flulging

spoakers, a power two-way fun-
roof with koy-off operation, a
remoto koyleas entry sccurity
nyatem, o alx-disc CD changer,
collular phone and roof-rack
oty al jority with
afoty, always a priority wil
this Germon numr:nknr, Ys cvi-
dent with dual air bags, high-
ndjustable front scotbelts with
automatic tonsioners (they

of Avanti NowsFoaturcs.

1990 BMW 318ti Club Sport
Vehicle closa......... Minicompa

6-passenger, 3-door co!
AL.cocrvesceennrenee 1LB-liter DOHGY:

16-valve inline, 4-cylindor}-
Mileago........22 city / 32 highway}:
Whore built.....Munich, G:mmny -

Engl

drove mo crazy by tightening at
the wrong time) and a full bar-
rior in front and roar. It's also
got side-impact bonms that
meot 1097 stondards,

‘This is n protty car. The ono I
drove was bright red, but it also
comes in jet black. Its aggres-
sivo stance is further enhanced
by neat fo;illghu. M mirrors, M
front apoilor, side »ills nnd a
rcar apron. Lenther seating is
plush and comfy.

And, lo and behold, this is a
roar-wheel-drive car,
Hallolujah! Up here _in
Michigan, moat peoplo say FWD
je best in snow and ire.
Improved traction, thoy say.

any, hey — how many timea
a yoor in the past five did we
really have anow? Not much.
Rosor whoel drive !xlvns you
superior handling in normal
wenther conditions, which is
what most driving happona to

BMW cvenly distributed the
weight (61.4 percent front/48.6
pereent rear) in the car to com-
pensato a little for the car being
rear wheel drive. It accom-
plished this by lengthening the
wheelbase and mounting the
battery in the rear. Well dono.

Proll{ car. Fun to drive.
Affordable by most. "Nuf said.

Anne Fracassa is senior editor

Prce cer. 23,050
Today's Technicians
Shedding ‘Grease

Monkey’ Stereotype.

(UN)-Tho men and women who'
vopair our vohicles will probably.
alwaya need a few wrenches and some.
soap and water to clean their hands at;
day’s ond, but the “grease monkey™.
storeotype fs passing into history.)
Technicians with hand-held englne.
analyzers and on-site computer terml-)
nals are becoming the norm.

Today’s suto tochnician faces eompo-!
nents and repairs virtually unheand of
a generation ago. Among the ndvances;
are on-board computers, slectranle .
fuel infection and unibody frame con-;
struction. .

Twenty years ags, a mochanlc need-
ed to underutand 5,000 pages of tech-
nleal text to be able Lo repalr xny suto’
on the road at that time, To perform.”
the snme feat today, & technicin:
would have Lo decipher 600,000 pagea .
of technleal text-tho equivalent of 250;;
bigity phone books. oo
N onpreflt:

o
Bervive Excellencs has been a driviag:™ *

force behind the professionalizetion of: =
the auto technician. ASE ix dedicpteds -
1o improving the quality of automotive’ *
service and repair through the testing: -
and eertification of the repair technl:|,
clans. -
For & fres brochura nbout today's!.
auto technician, send s self-addressed,
stamped, business-aizo envelope todl,
ASE, Dept. NU-95B, 136056 Dullea.l
Tochnology Drive, Sulte 2, Hemdon,*
VA 22071. T

rear scats, power front
with key-off operation, microfil-
tered ventilation and a CD-
ready, six speaker anti-theft
AM/FM storco radio/cassctto
system.

Optional equipment includes
limited-olip differential, a pre-
mium audic system with 10

TTyou'd iike to see a particular model tested or if you
have a car question, send Anne Fracassa a message ;
at AVANT! 1054, Avanti's America Onling mailbox... Or .
comment through the Internet at i
AVANTI1054 @aol.com 5

Anne Fracassa s senior editor of Avanti News Features.j
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All ’95 Aerostar Vans

(" . All '95 Taurus Cl

Priced Low to Go! Priced Low fo Go!
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ety « '95 TAURUS SHO
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NOW AVAILABLE-THE HOT NEW 1996
FORD MUSTANG COBRA (auscared acawn

NEW *95 MUSTANG COUPE

LOADED St W 22615 NEW ’95 ASPIRE

TRANSPORTATION SPECIAL

. BRAND NEW
-’95 & '96 EXPLORERS
 “GREAT SELECTION”
LA e

'NEW 1996 TIARA
AN CONVERSIONS
NOW AVAILABLE!

- ALL NEW 1936 TAURUS
NOW
AVAILABLE
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