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o ln svarywhnré wj\i leaza
that climbing up and down
5, flung across your back js hard

Build a pretty house ‘ . .' Yy ‘- ' v | . usod to.leavé Sants a beloima sandwic
made of gingerbread L '

I have fond memorics of ('{irigqrbmnd aven

. Stranga that our fathers loved. thoso aame.
o also took care of Santa’s eweot tooth and left

incn of Canton fhakes Santa thumbprint cookies

though gingerbread houses nover graced the ! L
Evo afternoon, as did her mother and grandmother

top of our Zenith console telovision. It was
Grandma Janes, who pasasd on before my
10th birthdny, who always scomed to know
when our family was coming to visit. Minutes
« before wo entered her home she would pull a pan
of uma{ﬂnq_ging‘erbmnd fram the oven. I can .

tion that my mother, Joan, did. Her mothet,
ue did it. I roniember these from my child-
ppdprinted recipe from Grandma Sus,” sho

Janes L - t.ho‘u specific ‘eoalciu.\‘Bn\lfng them in
about gingarbread as a medicinal that “relieves . | : " i aticking to your fingers; Gotting to -
. respiratary difficultics and strengthens weak : fi s finitely have sticky fingers.in this _

stomachs”
The best thing nbout gingerbread ia the shar-
* ing. Peopla creato gingerbread houses to make
other, people smile,

Pasty chef Mary Denning of the same nomed ;
cake shap in Westland hes been an avid ginger- .
b:;:‘ndlhuknr aince learning the trade in culinary
school.

, the aticky fingers belong to 8-year-
1d Katie, and Nicholas, who will be .

Mike is the only ono with clean

ive. “He's not & Aweot-eator,”

2 homo from Christmas Eve ser-
eri children place the cockies on.a

“Memorable gingerbread houses are made with g k | * plats Grotchen had as o child and
irhaginati ‘md ience, not with expensive . - * k ‘00 aco on the fireplace. They include e * -
equipment,” said Denning, who was preparing to . “ . : glass/of milk to wash-the crumbs down and &
tonch'n class in gingerbread house conatruction - PR R . -earrot for Rudolph. . ... 5 ©. B :
nz_HenryFord Community College in Dearborn. Lo : ‘" “Fhat's juat part of preparing for bed on .

‘Some of the houses are very elaborato and can . . . Y : i Christmns Eva,” part of the tradition. I'm :
be made with white chocslate, pulled sugar end L. E 4 k "looking forward to Nicholas's participation

fancy decorations, but I tend to appreciato the
more simplistic homes and winter scenes.

“ I'vo aeen custlea and cathedrals made out of
gingerbread but the novico baker should remem-
ber to have fun and most of all, be patient,” said
Denning who hns taught studenta how to erect )
ovorything from simple houses to complex vil- . N Besides, tho quick and casy recip
lages. . . p - nilowa time for other family activities. .

Gingerbread house construction need not be . o H " The Heinbaughs are o blended family, an
labor nor a major cxpense. Thero are a number - R *Christmns Evo ia an opportunity for everyono'
of gingerbread books on tha market with the .. | ** . coma togother, “Wo have children all ages, We go from 25 -
mont reapected being “The Gingerbread Book™ by to 7! Only Allison is at home, but the othors do find their way

Allen Bragden, (copyright 1995, Smithmark'., . o . " . homa on Christmns Eve. They know thore will be e fire in the fireplace
Publishers, $16.98.) You can also pick up any L S upy : *and Snndy Patti will Bo playing un the radio,” said Susan. ' o o
. holidny issue of a family or women's magazine. | |° " mag . ; The broad pudding recips comes-from Susan's motherin-law, & Peansy

Most will have recipea for a construction grade
gingerbread (n little denscr with less leavening
than dard cake like gi bread) and wil
- aleo include cut-outa for a basic frame. _
Mako the gingerbread and allow it to chill for
at least en hour while you trace out the frame on

" vania Dutch womon whosa family still butchers their own hoga for hama -
. ond snusage. The pudding is simple and dolicious, with juat a hint of spica,
‘Bapta's sure to lave it. "Our Banta happens to look a lot like Daddy,” snid,

Suaan. : . ' .
The Ritk and Yvonne Johnson family of Redford colobrates Christmas Eve

I P D . ], - a8 If it were a bi ay piirty:-All four of their children, dges 14 to two, pa
Tiind it ineredibly easy to - |7/ 2 ed % : . . .- ticipate by deco throom mizror, the familys unofficial bullotin

box
roll out the chilled dough, and precut the forms,

th;:rb lf: ;::t limplil;.gcli?:ldulm gﬁ;l'::‘:n a P H . B + 3 *Woll:docarate'the batliroom mirror with 'H"PPY Birthday Jes o'l
front, back, two sides (with windows) and two o (g ; ) : " 2nd that's wﬂ!‘?:;:“ 1l put, ba Thnm the r:;mr Its °.h“%‘:’“.‘im’
roof sections. Architecturally inclined bakers 2 ; e ¢ b verybody | 1 n Yo' family birth doy mes!
X may wish to add dormers, porches, gabled roofs, m; v Jonus: Yvon: & incunde £
*} chimneys and even weather vanes. . i 5, Yvonno makes cocoa mounds Ior
- If ali that sounds confusing, you can skip the MHc.upedall,v Santa’s. ‘He’
making of the gingerbread and uso graham . LR
crnckers which can be carefully cut and
trimmed.. . .

“You can oven get tho youngest involved using P o
augar cubes 23 a construction medium,” said . ' ) T ey
Jeanne Sarna of Troy who teaches children’s .
cooking at al) Kitchen Glamor locations.

Barna, n certificd home economist, haa oncour-
. aged both her sons Tony and Joﬂ'tnfswe creative
in the kitchen. . L P
“When the boya were youngor, we'd spend an - -
entire baking the gingerbread ond
then spend the entire next day constructing our -
't houses, Sure, we had crumbe and froating al
over the kitchen but the opportunity to spend
some quality time cresting o family holiday trea-

sure was far more important than worrylng - g 3 " d o

about who or what was going to cleanup® b . S o yourself and stored, can ba a

‘While making a gingerbread house Sarna said ey o ,“f”“"""h“m“d cooks. Jonna:
the boys loarned how to use a pastry bag and iguring out what tacock for | ! snggesta nerving then on an

On
hrison child a letter listing things thoy have done over the year that he's
id of and sometimes making suggestions for impravement. They're usu-
t a bad exchange for a Santa enack. '

Rouwdwdpop vm.innjunr .

. ; could (. F dinsior or what to serve.ata - | entipasto plattar with small buffalo
, wlg:e%lfgnmt iy h:: &?ﬁmm :;gn cit 71" 8- “guthering often moves totha . | mozzarella balls, some pickles clives
and a design has besn upon, thenext . | bottom of the Jist'at this time of and Parmesan cheess. For another

= H arge varie rections . yoar, pushed behind finding thn per- |' ided, layer mozzarella slices on a
:!m:: 'ﬂlm Ya;’l’I nho}xm%o:ﬁgfup A m to : fect office  gift and tije’ . - - | sorving platter with some roasted
AN i,

felng t. cookio-baking seaslon. |’ poppers and aliced toroato add .
g zlau‘:h b;r&ll}z’;'lm).‘ (mlmz or two, some But with “just n littlo preparation * | . aprige of fresh asil and perhapa
bg“‘;,w worth of nssorted tips - and a.well-stocked pantry, enters . drizzle a ‘good ollve oil over the lot. |

taining unexpectéd guests or;maks - f. Olives nre tho “hattest thing right

/- ‘"Mut Id{chniﬁimplﬁli o pastry beg kit that | " inga )aat-minutq dish can be a8 wasy |.now,;Jonna aaid, She attributea

itains a small pastry 2. well, sending st to Santa and | this to the rise in interest in
and thres' mﬁ‘a.:l;ut prica out. 3’:%' Kiiving all the gifty dolivered. . * ¢ = | 'Msditerranean culsine (helpod along
ua) purchisé as somotimes, & dollar or two can “Thery aré sq many good by its reputed hurt.-hml&hy attrib-
| BRaamaa | EE A
1, 1 ' . colors, sizes and flavi
- paking glagerbres b fnfas Allyos tntirs purty men | B et it sockiall, wine or
ly in that order.” W s SEFUSS OPPInG

" Bec Larry Janes’ family-tesied rocipeg iriside,”
hef Latry haﬁvq{‘l,;”m writar for the Obecrver
'&xmmNmmcm To leate.a volos masl
: nmaufﬁm‘hlm (313) 953-2047 on
fona phons, then ’":"“ bz nuinber.d pa, y i L it structor at the Schooleraft Col
e e e e eecAYTY ¥ the markat solls; ] to avock: 2]  of no and changiog School of Culinary Arta in Livenia;
H 1% sorhe of he ' co ‘part, saing dif- . ] d his freozer 1u his salvation. "I .




