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Race reversal mlsses .

aaw g

By PATRICIA Binny
AP NEWBFRATURES

On the faco of it, tho promise of
“"White Man's Burden” would
moke for n fasclnating study of
raco In America. In the film, atar-
ring John Travolta and Harry Be-
Iafonte, blacks aro dominant and
whites are eppressed.

This race reversal cpuld Inspiro
'y prvvoalllvu uxplm-nunn of the °
paychology of racism. Tho first
fow minutes alone aro rich with
posaibilities as you are forced to
imagine life In another person's
akin,

What emerges, however, is a
disappointing_effort that drives
this gimmick into the ground
whils adding little to tho discua.
slon of race. Stereotypes aren't ex-
ploded, they are mercly amplified
to caricaturo oxtreme. And with a
leadon plot that has so little ener-
&, it actually seemn to suck air
from the audioncé, The only thing
this film provokea is a yawn.

First-time director Desmond
Nakano drawa such broad strokes
that if you roverae the roles once
again, making blacks tho op-
preued and whites the oppres-
sore, the por!myaln would be
nothing short oft

Loule Pinnock {Travolta) ll the
picture of n nobla working atiff.
He labars hard at a candy factory
(nice oponing shats of chocolato
and vanllla swirling around) and
runs extra errands to ingratiate
himself with the boss. Ho has a
wife (Ketly Lynch) end two small
chitdren. They live in a run-down
little hovel that's a stone’s throw
from a gang of brooding, whito
skinhcads who play incessant
heavy metal muasic.

Thelr world seems crowded,
bath phynlcﬂlly and psychically,”
}Ha-atultlﬁmng and soul-deaden-

‘The encroaching urban noise
lutlon alone would drive most
people to distraction. We'ro re-
peatedly flogged over tho head
with tho idea that Louis is a good
father. Providing for hie children
is his greateat plcunum and hap-
plest virtuo, we're told in no un-
certain terms ... ovor and over
again to the peint of overkill.

Belafonto is Thaddewa Thom-
as, the moncyed mndy factory
awner who lives in a Moorish
manston with peacocks an tho
lawn, in what could pass for Bov-
erly Hills, Ho's also a racist fond
of pointing out that white people
are genetically inferlor.

He is tended to by his white
mnid and has a wife who organ-
izes charity fashion chows to ben-

efit underprivileged white kids,
Through n chunw, brief en-
counter, Louis' and Thaddeus’
lives become inextricably linked.
There's & misunderstanding that
sets Into motion a acries of crush-
Ing blows for Louls, and his life
begins to collapse around him.
One minute he's in tho working
world on the verge of a promotion,
the next he's out of work fending
off a heartless landlord threaten-
ing eviction. Unable to get a job,
he becomee more desperate for

cash,

This leads him, improbably, to
take Thaddeus hostage, which
sets up the bulk of the action, or
lack thereof, of the film. Louis ra-
tionalizes that it was Thaddeus's
foult that he was fired, so Thad-
deus should pay him for all the
time he’s missed on the job.
When this film drogs itself list-
lesaly to the finlsh llne, with Kel-
Iy Lynch shutting the door on Be-
lafonte, you'll probably bo wish-
Ing it had been you shutting the
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vaocallve drama: John Tra ualtu and Harry Belafonte
star in a “White Man's Burden,"” a disturbing and pro-
vocative “what 1/7" rama about a white man trying to

stieceed in o world in which the racial balance of power,
as we know it, as been reversed.

thenu:r door on this film.

“White Man's Burden" isn't to.
tally without merit, however,
There are flecting moments when
Nakano hits a racial truism that
resonates. For Instance, at the
end of the charity fashion show, a
group of poor white kids is
brought on stage so the crowd can
feel smugly superior to these little
darlings.

Thero's another time when Be-
lafonte tells Travolta something
to the nﬂ'ect of “you're not like the
rest, you're articulate.” How
many times have we heard that
subtly condescending remark
ahout people of other races?

But these are truc notes lost
amid a cacophony of false oncs,
not the least of which is Travol-
ta’s ridiculous urban-ghetto ac-
cent. Whon he declares that he
was just “axing” somcone a ques-
tlon, it's so ludicrous, it's funny.

Produced by Lawrenco Bender,
the Rysher Entortainment picture
is d!ntrlbuted by Savoy Pictures.
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HESENSE AND SINSIBILITY
Exclusively at the Main Art The-
alre, When tragedy changos &
fomity’s clrcumstances It also
casts o ghadow over tho romantic
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gularty focused LAPD lleuten.

ant and his team bocome od-

sessed with thelr pursutt of a cold
fassional ond

ent Do Nira, Val Kimer,
"

back nto the game foraver.
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Remake of the 1954 omantc
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. aspistions of the doughters, who " “RALTO"

must leam to mix sensibility In op- Fantasy asdventure about a magl- Animated adventure based on the

proaching both tholr postiions with cai board game. Two chikiren re- trse B10fy of 0 hatt-hwsky, half-wolf

man and money, A romantic come- lease & man tappoed In the game - who became a national hera while

++++- gy from the cisask by Jano Aus- 25 years carlior, ond must play the leading o toam of sled dogs
. ten, Stars Emma Thomson, Hugh gama, unleashing untold havoe through a bilzzard 1o deliver a kfe-

~=:* Grant. and mayherd, of isk being axied saving antkozin to Alaska.
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