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New home buyers kxmw what they want

BYDOUD FUNKE
7 WAITER

Sm.ln: areaa/rooma  off the
kitchon. Lots of windown. Whita
cabinet facings. Special attention
to wiring, High cellings.

0sa are somo features pro-
spective buyers of now houses
specifically look for nowadaya
during thelr searches, builders
and sales roprosentatives say.

*“Peoplo are really luxury con-
sclous. What'a is they
can afford it,” aaid Jamea Bona-
deo, a Plymouth builder with 49
years experience in reaidential
conatruction.

M ‘One thing poople
keep asking aboutis a
eltting room off the
kitchon. itused to bo
calied a nook where
you could gsetup a .
tabls and four chalrs. -
Now, It's more llke a
little room, maybe
with a hexagonal.
shaped colling.’

Fred Capald: §
Rochester Hills builder

White is the popular decorati
color.

“The hot thing this year is
whits cabinots,” Bonadea eaid.
“Somo are mada of wood, some of
compressed material, soma plas.

tic. It all looks the same, It's all .
* expensive.”

White microwaves, ranges and
sometimes faucets, too, comple-
ment the cabinets, Bonadeo add-

ed

“Ono thing people kecp asking
about s a sitting room off the
kitchon,” said Fred Capaldi, a Ro-
chester Hilla builder.

“It used to bo’ called a nook
whers you could set up a table
end four chairs. Now, it's mun
like n little room, maybe with
hexagonsl-shaped cetling,” he
naid.

Some bulldesa place a two-way
fireplace botween the kitchen and
family room to accont the altting
m Soma call the space a hearth

"A lot of plans we're modifying
because people want more lving
area In the kitchen area,” sald El-
len Whitefleld, vice president for
the Selective Group New Home
Center in Southfield.

“People spend a lot of timo
there,” she said. “Somosons may
be dolng homework, somsone may
bo cooking, someono may be’
working oa a computer.”

‘There is a lip side, apparently,
to more space in the kitchen.

“Some rooms, llke the living
room, are gotting smaller,” Bona-
deo seld. “One rexson, [ think, is
fewer people want to use them.”

Cuitomers and builders have

nook and cranny.
- “Window seating — it seems
invuhb!y someone asks, “Can I

ting littls bubbles cut Amd they
bocomo good sitting areas.”

Some buyers look for bonus
rooms built aver the garage to be
used as a play room, exerciso
room or Nmpumr T00M.

““Thoro's & lot more customized
wiring done on a house — addi-
tional electrical outlets, computes
plugs additional phone lines,”
said Doon Hyde, marketing direc.
tor for Pultc Homes. “Everyone
has to make sure they have
enough current to run their toya.”

Plant shelves increasingly show
up at at the foot and head of stalr-
cases and in the bath aren of mas-
ter sultes.

Granlte' and mnbln counter-
tops and brazs fixturea also aro on
the Increase, Volume ceilings are
still popular. More and fancier
windows add to a fecellng of spa-
clousress.

Other things jump out at hous-
ing providers.

“There’s an increased demand,
and I expect that to continue, for
first “floor- maaters or
ranches,"Hyde said. “Kids are
leaving home and parents want to
live on the firat floor but still
want extra room when the kids
comé back'to vislk.” "7 T

“I'm pmazed at tho number of © "
recessed light fixtures and paddle
ceiling fans,” Capaldi sald.

“Oak stairs or ook stair ends
have been a big thing with us this
year,” Bonadeo sald.

“We're finding peopls tend to
red in brick tones,” Whitefield
sald. “For many ycars, people
wanted white or .gray. I think
when they drive past older, estab-
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