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" Holiday Break

. ttoms for the Spaas Roundup

By Ricparp L. 8o
Bri HARD L. 8H00X

Just becauss there's no basket-
ball bcheduled for Farmington
schools during tho bolidays

" doesn't mean there lan’t uny bas-
ketball. .

Farmington, North Farmington
and Farmington Hills Harrison
all bave 1.aeason records so each
will ‘spend the time between now
and the first wook in January
trylng to break loslng habits,

- “We don't play until Jan. &
(when we host Farmington Hills)
Harrlson,” coach Brian h

put two coats of sealer on it in-

- stead of threo.

‘“Qur maintanance dopartment
la golng to come In Tuesday and

put another coat of sealor on the -

floor. m told it will take two
days for it to dry. I might not have
o gym all weel. -

“I might take the time off. If
T've got a floor, I'm just going to
have a couple of practices. When
ws got back to school, wo'll get
back hard at it.

“Other than that, I'm going to
-spend some time with my family,

t some b ball in a facllity It

of North Farmington sald. “It's
part of tho scheduling that hap-

) p;mn The league sate tho sched-

ule,
“We have scrimmagea. We'll ro-

. fine and refocus somo of the

things we're trying to do.
“An a coach, I look at it as a

time to refocus on fundamentals. .

We'll work on refining the things
we're trying to do — refining our
defense, olfenslve sota and plays
80 you can try to got a little bit
shorper in those areas.”

“We'ro going to scrimmage a
couple, three times,” mald Harri-
son coach Mike Teach whose

it's avallable,

“And that's nbt all bad. The
kida need to get away and have
some fun in lifo excopt basketball.
1t's & long soason.”

A fow schools host or play in

tournamentsa during the holldays,
Each coach has his or her pref- |

erence. Some feel kids who bave
been playlng eporta full bore since
August or September could stand
to have their batteries recharged.
Others feel not playing for mare
than a woek oots a team’s progreas
back by that week plus the week
or 10 tiqyn it takes thom to regain’

team {8 1-3 and hosts Novi Jan. 6.
“What I do a ot of (during this
period) is scouting.

“It's the only time you get to
ses other teams .play. T'll bs
watching (Westland) John Glenn
at {Detroit) Mumford on Dec. 27.

“Even though we didn’t play
last' Friday, we finished out the
week by practicing. Wo have long
woekends (because of the holi-

),

“We'll practice four days the
week of Chrlstmas, Two to thres
of those will be scrimmages. We'll
come back Tucsday after New
Year'a Day so we'll have regular
practices then.”

“We don't play until the Friday
after we get back,” sald Dennls
Mikel, whose - 1.3 Farmington
team hosts Livonia Churchill
*Jan, 6. “But we're in a little dif-
ferent sltuation.

“Qur gym floor was refinished
this summor, but because of the
high bumidity .they only got to

In basketball-rabid communi-
ties, cspecially those away from
major motropolitan areas, high
school games would draw if thoy
played at 3 o.m. Monday moming.

But in southeastern Michigan, "

there's too much hustle and hus-

tlo to mako scheduling a tourna-

ment worthwhile at most places.
“Nobody comes to watch,”
Teachman said. “It’s like playlng
in & mausoloum. And somo par-
enta say, ‘Nope, my kids are poing
on vacation with ma.’ You find
very few holiday tournamenta
that last moro than a couple of
years, You're playing.to cmpty

scats,

“To me, it's kind of nice to hava
the rolaxed time. It gives early
peason Injurivs a chance to heal
And my guys are coming off play-
Ing (footb

August. As a result, thia is a good
time for them to catch their

breath.
“P’d rather play leas games now,

Lot it rin out in January and

Pebruary.™’ . ..
“At ‘this -point,” Farmington's
Mike). said; “wo don’t have any
s, scheduled, But that
might. be another optlon. If we
don't have our floor at all, I might
got on the:phono and try to make
arrengesments for ¢ scrimmage at
(somebody else's) facility.”
4 's

. SPORTS ROUNDUP

should be submitted by 5 p.m.
Tuesday (for the Thursday edi-

'No games doesn’t mean no basketball gz g

Mondsy odition). Items run only
‘once.

 cansonmve

. 3im Carson of Farmington Hills

waa nzmed offensive MVP of the
University of Detroit-Jesuit high
achool football teann Lo
‘The junfor wide recelver led his’
team In receptions, yardage and
touchdown catcheo. Ho also

. North F
is toking & low-key epproach, too.
Ho feels his -4 team Is making
tmoprovement, as shown by its
overtinte losa to Novi [n the con-
solation game of the Northville
Huli&x Tournament last weck.
“1.think the kids' know that
thoy've mado atrides from tho be-
ginning of. the year to now,” he
sald. “A couplo of our games
could have gono‘eithor way, par-
cularly Novi.
“I think thoy feol better.
They'ro taking a little bit of pride
in thelr defonse. Kids aro pretty

.reailient. 1t doesn't take much for

them to bounce back. They lost a
gaine to Northville on a Tuesday
and- then came back tho next

_night fired up.

“Thoy come back. They'ro a lot
more resiliont than I am. Its
tougher for us to bounce back.
But thess aro 15-, 16-, 17-, 18-
year-old kids. Thoy're in tho
prime of thelr life, They'ro baving
fun. Thoy take basketball for
whet it 1s — a great thing, great to
bo a part of a team.

“This {s a great group of kids.

*Thoy're fun to be around and they

enjoy belng around each other.
They enjoy tho game.

“Wo try to do a lot of things to
keop tho guys up, fun things,

“I borrowed something from my
JV coach, who coachea the gitls
team. They have a father-daugh-

,ter gamo, Wo have a ‘father-son

me.

“We'll have a clinic with somo
young kids and the team will get a
chance to work with them. We'll

work with the Special Olympics.
all and baskatball) since’ too pect v

':We try to keep it in perspec-
tive, make them better men, let

- them take something away from

belng part of a team.”
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a 3.0 grade point avor-,
age. .

@ FIRE WIN, TIE

Tho Farmington Hills Mite AA
Fire travel hockey team raleod ita
record to 11-3-1 with a victory and
atiolast week, S

Charlie Hourigan's goal earned
tho Fire a 1.1 tie with Jackson
(azeists to Erlc Lubonskl and
Spencor Mabey) whilo Mark
Eberline’s hat trick paced the
team to a 5-2 victory over the
Michigan Stars,

Hourigan scored the other two
goals while Lubanski had a pair
of ossista againat the Stars. The
Flre return to action Jan. 4 when
they host first-placo Livoniaat 8
p.m. at the Farmington Hills Ico

Arena, .

“The Livonts game is a huge
ona for us,” asalstant coach Paul
Lubanski said. *“We're hoping our
momentym carries through the
Christmas break.”

9 MADONNA MENFALL
1t locked promising. .

Dan Perttula, the senlor guard
from Redford Thurston, finally

due to a tack of credits) and the

Fighting Crusadors wero rolling: ‘-.,"JE ’

Playing at Urbana University
(Urbanas, Ohto), thoy took a 44-41: .-
1sad Into the lockor roora at half-_ -
time, Thoy mado 16-0f-30 from
the floor (50 percent), includlng 4-
of-10 threa-pointers (40 percent) . -
and 10-0f-11 froe throwa (80.9 pet-

t) .

cent). L . R
- But It didn’t last, Urbana out- -
scored Madonna 44-31 in the sece!
ond half to crulse to an 85-76 vie=;
tory Thursday in Urbana. 7
Mike Maryanski led the s
Crusaders with 16 points, Poritu-!
1 bad 15, while Je{f Kennedy to-
taled 12 points, four assists and
five umﬁ?with Brandon Slone
(Plymouth Salem HS) had 11
points, Christian Emert scored
nine, with four assists. .
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