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@ Botore: Double wooden doors
made the Williama' Livonia
‘home look old-fashioned.

@ After; A new single door with
sideligh M;Jmm Empire

Doors and Windows gave

Diane and Sam Williams'

home @ new look.

Improving the looks
of a home from the
street seems to be on
a lot of folks’ minds
these days. Entry
door sales for existing
homes are booming
all over Wayne and
Oakland counties.
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Doors open up new look

ront hix

STORY BY LINDA CHOMIN
SPECIAL WRITER

hat's tho first thing visitors notico when
entering your home? The frant door.
Inatalling @ now cntry daor is ono of the

simplost homa improvements for rejuvenat-
ingg 0 tired oxtorior.

Whon tho wooden entry door on Ed and Valerio
Sinnaman's Livonin hamo bogan cracking, the coupla
decided it was time for o change, Bullt in 1067, the
brick hame noeded freahening. Out went the old
whito door, roplaced by a fiborgiass door stained to
look like mahogany.

ho door wag out of fashion. It had sidelights with
hottla glass. The now door with frosted glass in o
tulip design gives the houso quite a bit of curl
appanl,” Ed Sinnamon snid.

In addition to painting the siding and shutters,
Diane and Som Williams updated the front of thair
Livania colanin! by raplncing a double wood door wi
a singlo and two sidolighta.

*1 think the now door added ta the valus of our
hame. We got 50 many compliments,” Diane Willlama

said.

Improving tho looks of o hume fram tho atreet scems
1o bo on & ot of folks’ minds these duye. Entry door
sales for existing homea are beoming all aver Woyne
and Onkland countiea, including at Empire Doors and
Windows in Rodford.

‘Sales roprusontative Phillip Ban-Esra says purchus-
o8 of doora for homes 10 to 60 yeara old account for 95

reent af hia busincaa. Although not tho only reason,
Peautification fa tho number one reason for incroas:
iny

g salcs,

*“Peaplo want to heautify their homes, It adds value
to the home. A now entry door is the next stop in
hama impravement, liko an interior dosign update
outdoars,” Ben-Ezra said.

Baving on heating and coaling hills remains a strong
second to heautification. Empire builds its steel entry
doors with o salid polyurathano coro ensuring a R-15
insulating valuo, which makos it up to five timea
more energy efficiont than wood doors ond nﬁpm!iv
mately 30 pereent mare than steel doors with poly-
styreno insulation.

“I'hia old wooden doors aro warping and they'so Jos-

ing a lot of encrgy. The fiberglas and steel doora will
not shrink, swell, warp, split or crack,” Ben-Ezra

said.

Harold and Roz Kohn replaced their double
entrance doors on their ear-old West Bloomficld
ranch to croate un airy atmoephere in their dark
foyor aftor plans ta add a skylight foiled.

“Wo wanted to get somo light in the house. The new
door added to the beauty bath inside and out,” Roz
Kohn said.

What stylos are popular with peopla buying entry
doors? According to Ben-Exzra, it variea.

Sinco Empire manufactures ita own doors, the cam-
pany is able to offer ane-of-a-kind custom looks to
plense just abaut anyono.

According to Heary Tarnow of Tarnow Doars Inc. in
Farmington Hills, his customors, who are “choosing
to invost in their homes insteading of maving,” are
opting to dress up cxtoriora with loso cxpensive steel
doors incorporating fancy glass.

“Peoplo are fixing up their homes with doors that
are more decorntive with londed glasa. The steel
doors are lower in prico,” Tarnow said.

“They're buying fiberginss doors becauao they can bo
stained to look like wood and are a very altractive
low-maintenance door.”

‘As far s adding a storm door, somo people think it
detracts from o heautiful door. Tarnow anys no.
Aluminum dulled by westher and time is simply a
sign of a door pust ita prime.

*Starm dours aro more altractive today. Many peo-
ple like them becausa they allow for cross ventilation
ns well os daylight. You add a Lrass plate and lock
and you have an asset, what 1 like to refer to as kind
of un entrance to the world,” Tarnow eaid. .

What should homeowners look for when shopping
for @ door? Bath Tarnow and Ben-Ezra agree buyers
should spend a little extra time searching for a rep-
utable company because, as Ben-Ezra says, “a door is
not just a door.”

“Installntion of a door is 90 percent of it,” Tornow
cautioned. “If it's not hung plumb and sguare, it won't
seal well.”

Valerie Sinnaman's
Livonia home makes
an attractive first
impression with
e fiberglass door
and sidelights from
Empire Doors and
Windouws,
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